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e Queſtion propoſedin the I. 
Ter was this. The Jeus had | 
broog ht Jeſus to Pilate, and delivered him 1 
up as Male factor to be put to Death by the 

Roman Governor, which at that Time it 

was not lawful for themſelves to do. Upon 
which Plate, after he had enquired; What 
Accuſetion they brought againſt this Man, 

called Feſus, and ſaid untd him, art thou the 

King of the Jews? TFeſus anſwered, my King= 

dom is n Pilate therefore 


W leid 


—— is eb: 


e 2 bim, Art thou a King then? * be⸗ 


ing a direct Inference, that he, who had a 
Kingdom, was a King. Our Saviour's An- 
| ſwer,'Thou ſayeſt that I am a King, is not a 


poſitive and direct Aſſertion that he was a 


King, but it appears, that thoſe Words did 
imply ſuch an Acknowledgment, for this 
is the good Confeſſion St. Paul ſpeaks of 1 
Tim. G. 13. which Chrift Jeſas men 0 * 
ore Pontius Pilate. 

Aſter our bleſſed Saviour had hacks this 
Confeſſion, that he vis a Mag he goes on 
and ſays, To this End was. I born, and for 
this Cauſe came I into the World, that I 


Should bear Witneſs to the Truth. Where 


we are to underſtand by the Word Truth, 
that particular great Truth, that Jefuy was 


the King of the Jews, the Saviour of the 


World, according to what St. Paul faith, 


1. Tim i. 15. This is @ true Saving, abd © 
worthy of all Men 7o It receiurd, that Chriſt © 


| yo came into the rid to ſave Sinners, 


But becauſe Prlate's Nueſlion to our S- 


viour is n What is Truth? I ſhalt 
2 * 5 


1 Abſcntely and Tabor 


C 


has 1 is 7b 


n. Pirticotarly and relatively,” with Re- SER 
ſpe& to our 7 "bougbts, our _ and our 


 Aﬀtions. 2s ; ml —— 


/k Truck in genen, conlidbre acted. 
edly and abſolutely, is a Conformity to the 
Nature and Reaſon of Things. But before 
I proceed any farther, let it be noted, that 
_ the Word Thing witlides Perſont; and by 
things we are to under ſtand not only 
Things actually exiſtibg, but Things poſ- 
ſibfe to exiſt, or their Tata only: All which 
I defire may bt taken” notice of throughout 
this Diſevurſ. For k beg leave to obſerve 
hefe, though all Gut Perceptions and Know- 
ledge of Things do'fir/t and ors ginally ariſe 
fot their actual Exiſtence, it is not' fo 
with all intelligent Beings. For God Al- 
mighty knew perfectly the whole Nature 
and Eſſence of all poflible Things by their 
1deas only, before their real Exiſtence; 
which Ideas were the Originals or Pattern 
according to which the Things themſelves 
were at firſt made. The Definition therefore 
of Truth in general, or in the Abſtract, 
may be more fully expreſſed thus, 7 wy 
is a Conformity to the Nature and Reaſon 
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Judgment of Things i is at firſt owing to their 
Exiſtence ; and is ſo far only. true, as it 
, agrees with their Nature, it may not be im- 
De like the Exiſtence and 

The firſt Thing we ought to be ſure and 


certain of, i is the Arne of our own, Ex- 


Mence; and that the Powers and Fa- 
culties we have, when they are rightly and 
duly applied and | uſed, do not. deceive us; 


and that there is an Agreement or 
Diſagreement of the Ideas in our Minds, 
which by Intuition only we clearly and 


diſtinctly perceive; and that the P 
Ations, which expreſs this Agreement or 


5 Diſagreement, are ſelf-evident, and what 
wee call Axioms or Maxims, indubitable and 
undeniable. All this we muſt be convin- | 


ced and aſſured of, otherwiſe there is no 


ſuch thing as Truth and Certainty and 
5 Demonſtration in the World. 8 

I am not ignorant, that ſome Philoſophers : 
have laid it down as a Principle, to doubt 


. « every thing, even of our own Ex! iftence ; 


and 
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and that this was” the only Method of ar-Sx RM 
riving at Certainty. But with their Leave I 1. 

muſt obſerve, it is a Method, that leads on- 

Iy into infinite Uncertainiy. For whoſoever 
can be ſo ſceptical, as to doubt of the Re- 
ality of his own Exiſtence, and conſequent- 
ly of the Truth of his Faculties; that is, 
whether they may not deceive him in the 
plaineſt Cafe, muſt doubt of every other 

Truth in the World, and therefore muſt 
be plunged in-an endleſs Uncertainty about 

all Things, I ſhall not ſtay to examine the 

boaſted Demonſtration of the Cartefians, C- 

. gito ergo ſum, as being a manifeſt Petitio 

e or begging of the Queſtion. 

- As the firſt Principle of all Knowledge 
and Science is the Certainty of our own 
Being, and the Truth of our Faculties; ſo 
from thence we prove the real Exiſtence of 
other Things by the Effects and Opera- 
tions they have upon us. For our rational 
Faculty very juſtly infers the Reality of the 
Cauſe from the Certainty of its Effects. 
Hence arife all our Ideas'of Senſation ; viz. 
from the Operation of external Objects up- 
on our Senſes; And from the different Im- 
preſſions external Objects make on our 
b 3 Senſes 


5 e est, 3 
3B ee. 
4 * jedts ; which i conſtitute the Nar 
—_ > ture and Eſence of them, as far as we are 
* capable of knowing it. For we know no 
more of external Things, than their Effects 
and Operations upon us, and what by juſt 
Reaſoning may be inferred from thence, ac- 
cording to which wwe frame our Ideas of 
them, and their different Qualities. By 
comparing indeed the Ideas we have of 
Things without us, we may reaſon. and ar- 
gue about thoſe Things, and our Neduc- 
tions and Concluſions will be ſo far true, as 
our Reaſoping is juſt, and our Ideas Corte. 
| ſpond with the Things themſelves. But 
then only can we he certain our Judgment 
is right, when we elearly pergeive the A: 
greement or Diſagreement of our Ideas 
with the Things themſelves, or their Pro- 
perties; and likewiſe evidently ſee the A- 
. greement or Diſagreement of our Woes 
with one another. 
We are certain of cur own bi colt 
= by Obſervation and Experience we are ſure 
= of the Exiſtence of other Things. But 
4 n a is, hath its peculiar Na- 


3 Bee , BO. 
ture and its different Properties, by which it SAM. 
is known to be what it is, and by which it I. 
is diſtinguiſhed from every other Thing. — 
From theſe different Properties of Things 
when they are conſidered and compared to- 
gether, there ariſe different Reſpects and Re- 
tions, which upon Suppoſition, the Things 
themſelves, with their natural Properties 
continue the ſame, are fixed and unalter- 
able; or ſuppoſing the Things themſelves 
with their Properties ſhould change, or be 
annihilated, yet from the different Ideas of 
thoſe Things and their Properties in the 
| Mind of any intelligent Being whatever, 
there will appear different Reſpects and Re- 
lations, Habitudes and Proportions, which 
are certain and permanent, eternal and im- 
mutable. 
From theſe Relations of Thin os, or af 
their Ideas, when compared together, which 
are the Foundation and Principles and Ele- 
ments of all Theory in every Science, there 
reſults a Reaſon for a certain Practice, 
which Reaſon an intelligent Being cannot 
but perceive, as he does the Relations them - 
ſelves. Thus ſuppoſing two Things in all 
Reſpects equal to each other, there is a cer- 
B4 EN 


* 
1 ITY 


B$ 5 Bab is "Truth 4 
Sg alin 10 Mete which requires the VE 1 
IE plication of Circumſtances to them both, 
in order to obtain any one and the fame 

End. Let therè be two equal Bodies to be 
. moved with the ſame Degree of Velocity ; 
Reaſon, plainly. requires, that the ſame or 
 *  .. an equal. Farce ſhould be impreſſed upon 
, -- themboth, If the Bodieg be unequal, there 
Asa manifeſt Reaſon for an unequal Force to 
be applied reſpectively to each of them. 
1 This is plain and evident to every rational | 3 
1 Being. 
13 SA "at þ thay Jew iterated of Thines 
| EY general is likewiſe applicable to Perſons 
in bs.” For. from the ſeyeral Rela. 
tions of Perſons to one another, as of 1 
ptriors,. Equals, and Inferiors, 1 is a 
manifeſt Reaſon for a certain a 2 
Behaviour, reſpectively due to each of them · 
Ihus from the Relation between a Bene- 
=. - on and a . Beneficiary, there is a "rol 
WE. * Reaſon for the particular Duty of Gratitude, 
4 As God Almighty is the. beſt and moſt ex- 
cellent Being, we can conceive, in whom We 
Bos and move and have our Being, AQs 17. 
28. and to whop we are indebted for all 
the Neceſſaries, C infor and Conveniencies 
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He it RE” moſt reaſanghlo, uses 
in Return for all his Mercies and Bleſſings by 7 


beſtowed upon us, we ſhould. render. unto 
him all Love, Honour, and Praiſe, Thankſs.. 
giving, and Worſhip, which, we beliereas-, 
ceptable and pleaſing. to him. 8 
From what hath been ſaid, we may un- 
derſtand what Truth 1 is in general. But : 
ſhall now conſider the great Qxe/tion in m 
Text, particularly and relatively, what 7 11 
Truth? with Reſpect to our Thoughts, our our 
Words and our Acfionn. hs 
1/t, Truth of Thoughts is the 1 
of our Ideas with the actual Exiſtence of the 
Things themſelves, or of their Effects ane 
Properties, which our Ideas repreſent. a 
certain as we are of our own Exiſtences' 
and the Truth of our Senſes upon a due 
and careful Uſe aud Aplication of them; 
ſo ſure are we of the Exiſtence of external 
Things and of their Effects and Properties. 
Whatever Effect we are plainly ſenſible of, 
whatever Property we clearly and diſtinaly 
. perceive, that is an actual Effect of ſome 
Cauſe, and a real Property of it. The Idea 
we have of ſuch an Effect or Property is 
_ true, and proportionable to the. Effect and 
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 SFRM. Property, i is always the ſame, while the 
1. Effect or Property continues the ſame, and 
3 is conformable to che Nature of the 

Thing it repreſents; otherwife there is no 
Truth in the World with reſpect to us; 
and all our elaborate Theories and fine Spe- 
culations are nothing but idle Dreams and 
vain and fooliſh Fancies. Our Ideas there- 
fore or Thoughts are true, when we plainly 

fee them correſpondent with the Things 
themſelves, which they repreſent. Theſe 
Ideas, when they are compared together, 
have certain Relations and Proportions, 

. - which the Mind by reaſoning and judging 
and inferring ſurely finds out; and from 
| thence forms Conclufions and Propoſitions, 

' which are true and indubitable, when our 
Reaſoning is juſt and right, or when we 
clearly ſee the Agreement or Diſagreement 

of our Ideas in every Step of the Demon- 
tration. | | 

And as our Ideas at firſt did correſpand 
with the Things ' themſelves and their ſe- 
veral Properties, and as all our Inferences 
from them were made upon our Percep- 

1 - tion of the Agreement or Diſagreement of 
| = our Ideas, ſo all our operon are certain- 
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Ws 


ly true and conformable to the Nature andS ꝑx M. 


Properties of thoſe Things. And this is 


what I underſtand by Truth of Thoughts, www? 
V. their Conformity to the Nature of 


Things. 


There is another gale fs which our 


Thoughts may be faid to be true, when by 
juſt reaſaning we form them, and demon- 


ſtrate the Trugh of Propgſitions; which are 


ſo far anly true in Fact, as they agree with 
the Nature of Things: If they do not, 


I; 


they are nothing more than uſeleſs Specu- 


lations and Amuſements. Such would all 


abſtract Mathematics be, did not thoſe 
Lines and Figures, whoſe Properties and 
Proportions the Mathematicians are ſo much 
pleaſed with demonſtrating, any way cor- 
reſpond with the actual Exiftence of 
Things: But as this Correſpondence is 
found by Experience to be real and in Fact, 
they are very uſeful and highly valuable. 


2dly, I come now. to conſider the Truth 


of Words, Words are nothing more than 
the Signs of our Ideas or Thoughts. Sup- 
poſing therefore our Ideas or Thoughts 
true, that is, juſt Images and App 
of Things, and our Words to be fixed and 
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8. A. certain Signs of our HAY our Words 


J. 


are then true, when they repreſent or ſignify 


Ge thoſe Ideas or Thoughts, which we have in 


"our Minds, and of which 2 are the aging 


and certain Signs. 


© Arbitrary Uſe and Cuſtom hind ade 


certain Words the Si gns of conſtant Ideas, 
When therefore we uſe thoſe Words to re- 
preſent thoſe determinate Idęas, and thoſe 
Ideas are true Repreſentations of Things, 
then are our Words nn and ee 


rue. 
ee 3 our 3 to be true 


Indo Things, and to be joined together 


or ſeparated in our Minds, as the Things 
' themſelves actually are; and ſuppoſing our 
Words to be the true Signs of theſe our 
Ideas; when our Words, are likewiſe j join- 
ed, or ſeparated according as our Ideas are, 
they make true Propgſitions, which ſhow 
the. Agreement or Diſagreement of Ideas in 


our Minds. Theſe Propoſitions are certain- 


— 


ly true. But there are others alſo, which 
are called true, when they repreſent our 
Thoughts and Sentiments, as we indeed 
conceive them in our Minds, though they 
be not . to the Nature of . 
5 But 


\ 


But theſe Propoſitions may be ſaid to be ra- u. 
ther ſincere, as expreſling our real Thoughts”. lag 
and Sentiments, than cus in in E and Ex- — 
perience. b ee 
All the Declarations” of Cod Almighty 
are not only ſincere, but moſt certainly true; 
becauſe they not only make known to us 
his Thoughts, as' they certainly are in his 
Mind; but his Thoughts are always accord- 
ing to the Nature and Reaſon of Things. 
But not ſo are always the Expreſſions of 
Men. Sometimes their Expreſſions are 
Fncere, but not true, ſometimes they are 
neither ſincere nor true; too ſeldom are 
they both ſincere and true. But whenever 
they are ſttictly true, they are always ſin- 
cere; becauſe Truth, ſtrictly ſpeaking, im- 
plies in it both a Conformity of our Words 
to the Thoughts of our Mind, in which 
conſiſts the Nature of  Sincerity in out 
Words, and alſo a Conformity of our 
Thoughts to the nn * Reaſon of 
Things, | * Ba 
34h.” The e! of an Achim, tothe 
Nature and Reaſon of Things is Truth, 
The Nature and Reaſon of Things is the 
Rule and Meaſure of Action, at all Times; 
Wis BY 7, * 1 7 0 and 
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I. ſtances, to all intelligent and rational Beings 


 Congruity. of all the Circumſtances of an 
Action with this Rule be required to make 


= whatſoever. To denominate an Ka 


true, the Agent, the Object, the End, and 
all the Circumſtunces of it muſt be con for- 


mable to this Rule. If in any one of i its 


Circumſtances. the Attion deviates or va- 


ries-from this Rule, that is ſufficient to de - 
nominate it falſe. 80 that. though the 


it true; the Incongruity of any on of them 


with it is fufficient to render it falſe. . _ 
That an Action may be true it is requi- 
fie that the Agent be an intelligent, ra- 
tional and free Being; and that he acts up- | 
on a right Principle, which is a Love of 
Frith: Of all the Circumſtances of an 
Action this Afton is the chief, and moſt 
eſpecially to be regarded. Upon this Prin- 
ciple God Almighty. i is pleaſed to begin-to 
act, and to proceed in all his Operation 
arid Diſpenſations; and as he himſelf. is a 


Lover of all Truth, and the great Patron 
arid Protector of it, ſo is he well pleaſed 


his Creatures ſhould imitate him herein, 
and conform all their Actions to Truth, 
and 


72 hat is Truth „ 


Affection. 1 
And as in our Actions, ſo in our © Thoughts 
and Words, of which I have ſpoken be- 
fore, the Author of them is 8 ſuppo ſed 
an intelligent, rational and free Agent, and 
to conform all his Thoughts and Words to 
Truth, from a Principle of Love and Aﬀec- 
tion to it; and this Love of Truth in our 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, together 
with their Conformity to the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, conſtitutes their Virtue. 
Many Inferences of great Moment and 
Conſequence might be drawn from . what 
hath been ſaid; fome of -which I ſhall take 
Notice of bobes I conclude; .. 
. We may infer from this Diſcourſe Yo 
that, Truth is one and the fame Thi 
conſtant » and permanent in all Coſes 1 
Places, among all Perſons, and in all Arts 
and Sciences, What is true now, was for 
ever ſo, and will for ever be ſo to all rational 
Beings, and is the Baſis and; Foundation of 

all Knowledge, either in Theology, Phile gor 
P, Mathematics, Law or Phyfck, It te 
pends not upon the Fancies, nor. Humours, | 
nor Lil. nor Pleaſure, nor Power of any \ 
Perſon 


keto the principal oui of berge. 


HW, bat i is Truck 5 


738 tene Pera whatever; but is eternal Ny un- 
* 1 | 3 like its everlaſting Fountain and © 


7 Author God himſelf. | + tan ds 


't wa x 


uh 24, From what bach been nd we may 
cbferbe A general Rule of Action to all in- 


ttelligent and rational Agents whatever, 120 
, to Mankind in particular; which Rule in 


all Caſes is the Nature and Reaſon of Per- 
ſons and Things. © So that the Man, who 
would act truly and righteouſly, vertuouſſy 
and wiſely in any Caſe, muſt be careful to 
inform himſelf rightly about it, by con- 
fidering the Nature and Circumſtafices of 
it; and aſter he has formed in his Mind a 
juſt and right Judgment concerning it, he 
will fee a certain Reaſon, Rule, and Direc- 
tion, whereby he ought to act. The Red- 
fon of the Caſe, after all its Circumſtances 
| have been rightly conſidered, will be a Nul⸗ 
t the Actions of eyery rational Man, who 
V wot biaſſed and influenced by ſome miſ- 
taken Intereſt,” blind Paſſion, undue Patti: 
dlig or 8 r 
And here 1 bes Lewe to bike Notice: 
bbw much the beſt moral Philoſophers, both 
ancient and modern, have defited à general 
Rule of Achiom to he laid don, * 
ee ee een FW, 20d A 
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mould be true in every particular Iaftance,S#aM. 


and by which dur Actions ſhould be con- . 


ſtantly ditected and regulated in all Caſes. . 
Th Defe& in the Syſtems of Morality 
wy: Lord Bacon complains of, de Augment 
Scient. lib. 8. c. 3. Who ſays, Morali/ts lay 
down many {pecious Precepts | in Words,, 
but they are of no uſe in Prafice. Some 
Rule, fays Cicero, muſt be ſettled ;which, if 
we obſeive, we hall never rece e nor e 
viate from our Duty. And this FI the more. 
to be admired and wondered at, that the 
greateſt Men ſhould be at a loss in this 
Caſe, when the general Rule, of Action is 
ſo plain and obvious to every conſidering. 
Man, which is the Nature, and Reaſon. of 


| Perſons and 1 1 And for this Cauſe. 


perhaps, this Rule hath been over- 
looked by the profoundeft Philgſopbers, 
becauſe it is ſo evident to every honeſt Man; 
of common Senſe and Underſtanding. 
34, And as great Diſputes there have | 
been about Virtue among - Philoſophers.” 
What is the true and proper Notion and 
Definition of Virtue ? | Whereit doth it 
conſiſt? And what is the ſure and certain 
Criterion and Mark of it? What the Stan- 


G | dard 


18 WW. * is Truth 9. 


82 - N. dard, Rule, and Meaſure of it? Now theſe 
Queſtions are moſt eaſily reſolyed from the 
A Diſcourſe. For Virtue is nothing 
 * elſe, but a Conformity of Heart and Life to 
the Nature and Reaſon of TOs and 
Tings. 
But though this be ſo manifeſt, we find 
' » the wiſeft Philoſophers after long and labo- 
rious Reſearches and Diſquiſitions to be in 
great Uncertainty and Perplexity about it. 
Therefore Socrates in Plato deſires to be 
taught the true Idea of Virtue, and this 
Matter hath been much agitated Was 
ourſelves" of late Years. But as Diſpu 
have been raiſed about the plaineſt Thi 
in the World; fo Things which have — * 
judged the moſt difficult, intricate and im- 
poſſible, before they were known, after their 
Diſcovery,” they have appeared the plaineſt , 


and eaſieſt, and one would wonder they J 
were not diſeovered and known long before. 


Atbiy, From what hath been faid, we 
may judge of the Morality of an Aion. 
That is properly a moral Action, which 1 Ss, 7 


by an intelligent, rational and free Bein g. 

And ſuch an A8tion 3 is either "morally Good , 
W de in dr = 
Kid | 


performed out of Choice and Approbation, 4 


„ wangen «as a PTY — FE” 
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What is Truth? 


or Evil, as it agrees, or diſagrees with the 8E x II. 
Nature and Reaſon of Perſons and Things, II. 


which is the Rule of Action to all ratio- 


nal Beings in all Caſes. Herein conſiſts che | 
Reahitude or Obliguity of an Ca and 


tly its Morality. 


"a i 
 5thly, and laſtly, From this Diſcourſe we 


may underſtand the true Principle and Foun- 
dation of all Laus, and conſequently of all 
Government; both Divine and Human: Up- 
on which the Juſtice and Equity of every 
Law is grounded, and from whence its 
Obligation upon all rational Beings origi- 
nally ſprings and ariſes. The Foundation 


of all Law is laid in the Reaſon of T, unge. 


Laws are than reaſonable, juſt and equi- 
table, when they are made according to 
the Nature and Relations and Circumſtan- 


ces of Perſons and Things. From the Con- 
ſideration of which Circumſtances we judge 


of the  Reaſonableneſs or Uureaſonableneſs of 
any Law; and from the Reaſonableneſs of 


a Law we plainly ſee the Obligation we 


are under to obey it. This is the f/f and 
original Source of all Obligation, which 
is univerſal, and extends to al — Bo- 


ings whateyer, | 5 
C.'2 There 


19 


41 


20 What is Truth? 
San There may be other fecontlary Obliga- 
| tions to the Obedience of à Law, as the 

Will of the Legiſlator, or the Enforcement 

and Sanction of Rewards and Puniſhments ; 
but the primary, original, and indiſpenſable 
Obligation of any Law is ts eee, 
Jullice, and Equity. 

May the God Gf all Truth Andi Rights- 
ouſneſs /o enlighten our Minds and Un- 
derflandings, and work in ' us both to wyll 
and to do according to his good Pleaſure, 
that we may. both ſee the Reaſonableneſs 


and Wiſdom of his holy Laws, and act ac- 
_ cording to them, RR” Jeſus auen, aur 
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Tha ge may ap prove Thi nos that 


are Excellent. 4 
51 5 N the Verſe immediately pre- SERM. 
ay ceding the Text St. Paul prays 
* bor the Philippians, that their — of 
F Tove may abound yet more and 
mwore in Knowledge and in all Judgment, 
"YI intimating, that Love or Charity is the 5 
XY End of the Commandment : And in my | 
gi Text he plainly declares the End and : 


C 3 - - Uſe 


1 


i ö 
ſ 
i 
- 
t j q 
' 
bs 
—- 
© 
i $ 7 
, 
ih) 11 
( 4 
H 1 
x — 
{ A 
7 v 
: 3181 
: 1 
[ . 
t of 
_ f : 
n 1 0 
| ; 
E1 n 
l % | 
b 
\ To 
A 
| . * 
N N 
q 
* * 
* - 
Cit f 
1 
ö 4 
4 'S 
| | 
+ 4 
| 7 
| 
4 - 


II. 


.* 1 of K 


more excellent. And in the fame Senſe, 


mine, or prove; as to approve and; chooſe, 
to like and love . that are excellent. 


5. 12 


e + al Jodi to be, 
IT. het hes pps "may, npproye” Things, that are 
„ 

e N ien Words 18 pane 

„ in the Original, than in our Tran- 


ation; and therefore I ſhall beg leave to 


explain them a little, before I ws to 
Diſcourſe upon them. 


The Word, Norma deu, which we ren- 
der approve in the Margin of our = 
liſh Bibles is tranſlated, try, and in 
parallel Places, it ſignifies to examine or 
prove. Thus 1 Cor. xi. 28. Let 4 Man 
examine or prove bimſelf, and Jo let bim 
eat. And Eph. v. 10. Proving what is 


acceptable to the Lord; ſo Rom. xii._2. 


That ye may prove, what 5 that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect Will of God. But 


Rom. ii. 18. it is rendered, as it is in my 


Text, and approvſt the Things that. are 


though by a different Word it is expreſſed, 
Rom, xii, 22. allaweth, Upon the whole, 
the Word ſeems to. ſignify ſo to try, 2 


Again, 


„ rr 


Of "Things Exeillent. 


Again, The Tz! Fizplorre in the Text, SY u . 


ich we expound Things that are ex- 


cellent, is likewiſe noted in our Enghſp YO 


Bibles to fignify Things, that differ, ac- 


cording to the | Etymology of the Word: 


But as the Expreſſion is frequently uſed in 
both Senſes, we may underſtand by it, 
either the natural and eſſential Difference of 


Things, or their Dignity, Superiority — 


Bxcellence above one another. 


8 wen, thus hey nero fuppole, 


; I. The natural ads eſenia Diffrete of 


Things. | 

II. The Excellence and Preference of 
Things, when 24 are D 8 
gether. 


III. The Obligation we are under to nde | 


into the Nature and Reaſon of Things, 
to underſtand their Difference, and ap- 
prove their Excellence, ſo as to embrace 


and love, and ne what is 5 i 


1 excellent. | 


+ 84 


| Which Particulars therefore I all creat | 
of in their Order. 10 


ow 


4 
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Of | Things Eurellent. 


SRM. I. Iam to ſpeak of the OM oe pr 
H. ſential Difference of Things. 


Whether we conſider Things as nu 


of TIT of any eng whatever, 


and aBually exiſting, or only ſuppoſe them 
ſo to exiſt. from their peculiar and diſtinct 
Natures there neceſſarily riſe” ſeveral dif- 
ferent Properties; which Properties imme- 


diately flowing from the Things them- 
ſelyes, and being inſeparable from them, 


are natural and eſſential to them, and do 
really and truly conſtitute the Nature and 
Eſſence of thoſe Things; as far at leaſt as 
we are capable of knowing their Eflence; 
For we know not perfectly the intimate 
Nature of any one Thing in the World, 
its natural Affections and Qualities are all 
we know of it; and as far as theſe are 


aſſential to it, ſo much and * mae do wo 


know of its Eſſence. 

And when we compare theſs AﬀeRtion | 
and Properties of Things together, there 
neceffarily reſult certain Reſpects and Re- 


lations, Habitudes and Proportions, which 


are fixt and permanent, eternal and immu- 
table, independent on the Will, or Pleaſure, 


And 


Of Ning, "Excellent. 


And what I have ſaid of Things in ge- Sar. 
neral is equally true of Perſons, and thete- II. 
fore equally applicable to them, o "Mica 


_—_— be underſtood. - 

” Theſe Properties and PETER of 
Things are the Elements and firſt Principles 
of all Science, of all ' Truth; of all Virtue 
and Goodneſs, and of all Religion, And as 
theſe Principles are certain and unalterable, 

ſo the Fhundation of Religion and Virtue is 
ifimoveable and never to beſhaken. 1 

The Manner of coming to the Know- 
ledge of theſe Principles may be different 
in different intelligent Beings, but the Prin- 
ciples themſelves are for ever true, at al 
Times, and in all Places, and to all intelli. 
gent Beings whatever, that duly conſider 
them, 11 LY ee a rg 
them. 

"Ie is now Naediy a by che beſt 
Pbiloſophers, that we, in this preſent State, 
2 derive all our Knowledge from Senſation 


and "Refiet#ron. How in à future State, 


we ſhall receive our Knowledge, or how 
the" bleſſed Angels in Heaven do receive 
theirs, we are wholly ignorant. But this we 
my de 3 of, that God Almighty 

knows 


\ 


* 


Senſation; and 


f Things. Excellent, , 


1e, Things after a Manner infinitely 


ore perfect, than we do. For the actual 


| (Exiſtence. of. Things is abſolutely neceſlzry 


to the Beginning of Knowledge in us. Fur 


the Iinpreſſions external Objects make on 
we have, which we therefore call Laras of 


1 theſe are prior to thoſe of 


Refiettion ; which Ideas of Senſation and Re- 
Hecßion are the only Materials of all the 
Knowledge we naturally have. But now 
God, bo calleth thoſe Ti bings which be not, 
at though they were, Rom. iv. 17. ſtands 
not in need of the actual Exiſtence of the 
Things themſelves, that he may know them; 


nor does his Knowledge depend at all upon 
their actual Exiſtence. For it is certain, 
that they exiſted in the divine Intellect by 


their Ideas, before ever the Things them- 

ſelves Had any Being. For the Ideas of the 
ſeveral Things in the World were the Ar. 
cbetypes or Patterns, after which they were 
at firſt made. But as theſe Ideas pre-exiſted. 


in the divine Mind before the World was 


made, and in Truth were co- exiſtent with 

the divine Being himſelf from all Eternity; 

ſo were their ſeveral Properties and Pro- 
portions, 


portions, their different Reſpects and Be- SRU. 
lations, But theſe Relations of Things, ot IE 


and - Bafis. of all Religion; the Rule and 
Meaſure of Action to all intelligent Beings : 
And therefore as they are immutable; and 
eternal, ſo is this Rule; and from all Eter- 
nity all intelligent Beings have been obliged 

ROY, to act according to it. * 
For Truth and Goodneſs and all Virtue 
are of the fame Nature in us, and in God 
Almighty, and in all intelligent Beings. 
The Degrees of Virtue and Goodneſs, may 
be different, and the Manner of Operation 
various, in which intelligent Beings may 
Powers and Faculties, and come to the 
Knowledge of Truth, and practiſe Virtue ; 
but the. forma/ Norian and Nature of all 
Truth and Virtue is one and the ſame in 
every rational Soul. Indeed a rational Crea- 
ture may be ſo depraved and corrupted in 
it's Underſtanding and. Will, that it may 
neither know, nor chooſe what is true, nor 
take any Pleaſure either in contemplating, 
or practiſing what is right, juſt and good. 
Thus the Generality of Mankind neither 
approve 


of their Ideas, are the Standard of all Truth 


Of Things Excellent. 


S RM. approve of Virtue, nor practiſe it; and are 


inſenſible of any Pleaſure or Satisfaction in 


t ſo many Perſons have little or nv Notion 


of "abſira# Truths, and are regardleſs and 
ignorant of many Affections and Qualities 
of the moſt common Things. But Truth 
zs not therefore leſs certain; becauſe it may 
not be known nor underſtood; no more 
than Light loſes it's Brightneſs and Beauty 
of Colours, 'becauſe ſome Men may be 
blind, or will | ſhut their Eyes againſt the 
Sun. For all pure and unprejudiced Minds 
underſtand Things to be the ſame, and na- 
turally rejoice in the Ligbt and the Truth... 
a adly. I come no to conſider the Excel- 
lence and Preference of Things, * hay 
hae tes goth . 
In the Hiſtory of the Creation, * the 
ar Days Mort, when God ſaw every thing 


_—_ rs he pronounced it very 


good; that is, all the Creatures in the 
World anſwered the End and Deſgn of God 
in their Creation; not but that there were 
different Degrees of Virtue and Excellence 
in the ſeveral Creatures, according to the 
various Natures and Qualities God had gi- 
yen em. And with reſpect to the diffe- 


rent 


Of Wing, Excellent. 


rent Natures and ſuperior Virtues of Things, Sz R N. 
they may be truly ſaid to be better, more II. 
excellent, and more perfe& in their ſeveral 


Kinds, ſome than others. Thus the in- 
animate Part of the Creation, as bare Mat- 
ter, or Matter only put into Motion, is ex- 
celled by the vegetative Part; and Vege» 
tables are excelled by. Animals; and Ani- 
mals endued only with Senſe, without Rea- 
ſon, or having only an inferior Degree, of 
Reaſon, are below reaſonable. Creatures, en- 
joying higher rational Powers and Faculties: 
And among rational Creatures, there may 
be different Orders and Degrees of Beings, 
each more perfect and excellent than others, 
till ve come to the Supreme Being, the in- 
finite Source and Origin of all Excellence and | 
Perfection. 
Now the . Dignity and Ex- 
cellence of the ſeveral Beings in the World 
ariſe from the different Virtues and higher 
PerfeRions of their Nature; and naturally 
the Happineſs of any Being in the World is 
always proportionable to its Perfection. But 
then the Happineſs of any Being whatever, 
is to be placed in the moſt excellent Part of 
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30 Of Things Eucellent. 
Sen N. its Nature v. To inſtance particularly in 
II. Mankind; The ſupreme Good or Happineſs | 
of Man conſiſts in the moſt excellent Part 
of Human Nature, Which undoubtedly: is 

the rational Soul. Whatever therefore con · 
duces moſt to the Improvement, Perfec- 
tion and Exaltation of our rational Powers 
and Faculties, this naturally and under the 
Blefling of Almighty God, contributes moſt 
to dur Happineſs, and conſequently ought | 
to be moſt highly eſteemed and valued by 
us. The Perfection of our ſerfitive Part is 
inferior Good, and an Ingredient te- 
fite to conſtitute the Happineſs of our 
whole Nature. But when we compare 4. 
tional with ſenfitive Good, we bring the 
Sun, as it were, in Competition with the 
Moon and lefler Stars, which loſe their 
Beauty and Brightneſs, when that great 
Luminaty of the World 9 8 in its . 
fect Luſtre. 1 be, | 
From what hath been faid we may con- 
| clude: that the Happineſs of Man confifld 
principally in the Ferfecten of his +2aſos 
1 0 Nature; bar th in Roepke de, the 
. ora nt 54587; >the 
rt capi debet ex optima quaque Natura. 


Of Wing, - Excellento | 


Tendency of: any thing to the TR. | 
ment and Advancement of that we may IL 


eſteem it a greater or leſſer Good. of 

If therefore by this Rule we rate the 
good Things of this Life, viz. the Riches, 
the Honours, the Power, the | Birth; the 
Beauty, the Knowledge, the Wiſdom, the 
Virtue, the Goodneſs, all external Gifts, all 
bodily Per fections, and all the Excellenciet 
of the Seu}, we. ſhall eaſily perceive their 
Difference, and truly Judge of their re- 
ſpective Dignity. 

But as we are all finite 20 dependent Be- 
ings, inſufficient. of ourſelves to our own 
Happineſs, and owe. all we have to the 
Bounty and Goodneſs of God; ſo our only 
Happineſs. will conſiſt in the divine Favour 
and Bueffing. For God alone can ſupply all 
the Wants and Neceſſities of our Nature; 
He only can ſatisfy all the Deſires and” 
Longings of our Souls; On his Providence 
we depend. every Moment of our Lives. 
For in bim we live aud move. and have aur 
Being. And therefore we muſt look up to 
God, as the firſt ad a Fo Au- 
thor of e | 
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Of » Things Becker, 


sun. - Hitherto - I have comſidered the! Dignity 


and Excellence of Things, with Regard to 


me different Perſections of their Nature, 


and according to their Tendency and Con- 
duciveneſs to our own Happineſs ; but there 
is another Excellence, peculiar to rational 
and free Agents, which" conſiſts in the 
Rectitude of their Nature; which is that 
Principle, whereby they conform. all chen 
Actions "ol the Nature bar Rear of 
Things. 40 He | 
I have chad 8 in this ele 
that the great Rule of Action t6 all rational 
Beings whatever is the Nature and Reaſon 
of Things. Truth in genetal i: a Confor. 
mity to the Nature and Reaſon of 'Things,” 
and Virtue is a Conformity Practice to 2 
ſame. There is no Propoſition true,” bor 
any Aion virtuous, contrary to this Rule. 5 
This Conformity is neceſſarily required to. 
denominate any Aion virtuous, and iy fe: 
ſential to the Nature of every Virtue, nn 
But, tho the ſupreme Excellence of any 
rational Being conſiſts in the Nectitude of its 
Natur e, which is the Sum and Compre- N 
henſion of all Virtue in general; and tlic“ 
every particuler Virtue muſt be conform- 
able 


Of Tings. Esels 33 
able to this Principle to denominate ne 
ſuch, and all Morality depend upon it; yet 
; there are. ſeveral Virtues of different Kinds, a 
: and, conſequently ſome more excellent than 
others. Jo compare the ſeveral particulat 
Virtues together, and to point out their pe- 
| culiar Excellencies, would employ too much 

of our Time at preſent, I will only obſerve 

to you the moſt excellent of all 8 

Virtues, which. is Googneſs. I le 

This Virtue is moſt highly Seed 

in | holy Scripture anger the Terms, Love, ot 
Charity; Love being the internal:Diſpoſition. 

and Deli ght of the Mind to do goad, and 
Charity the external Act and Exerciſe of 

Goodnefs... And if we attend to the natural 

Difates of our own Mind, at the ſame 
Tins we conſult the written Oracles of God, 

th Reaſon and Revelation teach us, that 
e is the moſt excellent Qeality j in any 
Being, St. Paul, when he commands us 
to covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts; adds, alt 
* ſhew. 1 unte you d more excellent May, 

r. xli. „3. What this more excellent 
Wixi is, he deſcribes to us at large in the 
next Chapter, wherein the Apoſtle ſeems | 
delighted and tranſported in the Praiſe and 
Commendation of Love or Charity, | 


D Ang 


en. And a Lave is the 


This makes Power adorable, and Mſdam 
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* Of Things) Aikelher. 
peculiar Excellente of 
e cbriſim Religion, the diſtinguiſning 


3 VO Mark ind Cbaracteriſtic of a true Difeiple 


6f Chriſt Jefus ; ſo Goodneſs, the genuine 
Effect and Fruit of Love, ſhines the brighteſt 
of all the Gifts and Graces a reaſonable Na- 


ture can be adorned with, and adds 2 


Beauty aud Luſtre to all other Excellencics- 


admirable; which Per fettions in Oppoſition 
to Godeſs degenerate and loſe their Na- 
ture, the one becoming only Cunning, De. 
ceit, and Trrachery; the other Poree and 


| Pilenee, Oppreſſion and Hr amy. 


But a "Diſpoſition good and virtuous in it- 
ſelf, and good and beneficent to others, i is an 


 beavenly Stute; not only a neceſſary £ 


hification for Happineſs, but a preſent E 


 Joyment of it. For Happinifi is a State, Th 
cConſiſts principally in the Diſpefition of the 
Mind. And it is impoffible, that an ill- 


natured, envious, | and malicious Spirit 


ſhould ever be bappy; as this is the very - 


State and Temper of the Devil himſelf, who „ 
is the moſt wretched Being: and all other 
partes ax | ak as they Partake, of 22 


3 8 112 44441100 


Lan 


of 27 Ertellnt. | 


-Diſpoſition, are ſo: far like the Devil, and Sage: 


.conſequently in that Proportion miſerable.” 
But an univerſal: Benevolence, and by Con- © 
\{equence 4 Beneficence proportionable to our 
' Ability; regulated by the Nature and Rea- 
_ «fon, and Circamftances of Perſons and Things 
is the moſt happy State, the proper Image 
of God, the trueſt Reſemblance of his in- 
finite Biaſtuagſi, wherein we ſhull be actu- 
ally Partakers of his divine Nature. 
III. I proceed to the Obligation we are 
under to examine into the Nature and Rea- 
en of Things, to underſtand their Diffe- 
rence, and approve their Excellence, ſo as to 

embrace and love ang aw) what 1 is y_ 
| and envellent. 
As certain” as e are different Things 
in the World, of various Kinds and Natures, 
and each of them endued with it's peculiur 
Properties; ſo certain it is from the different 
Natures of Things there reſalt diverſe Re- 
dis and | Relations, which are a ſure and 
3 Reaſon of a due Prattice, 
and a right Application of thoſe Things, 
b Adin ourſelves by Means of our Senſes = 
_ [obſerve and experience the different Effects 

B 8 upon us, and by our n 
D 2 
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4 o Things Estella * | 
N Suge, and diſcerning Faculties Judge of their ſe- 
| veral diſtin Properties; as it is evident, 
that our corporeal Organs of Senſe,; and the 
| ſeveral Powers and Capacities of our Mind 
are all made and adapted tor perceive. and 
know the particular Natures and Qualities 
of Things about us; ſo it is plain from this 
natural End and Defgn of our Faculties to 
apprehend external + Ozjeds, that we are 
obliged by this fixt Lau of Natur: to uſe 
and exerciſe our ſeveral Abilities both of 
Body and Mind in diſcerning the reſpeQive 
Properties of Things, and to conform all 
dur AQions to the Nature and Reaſon of 
them. 2 42830 ftro 
It is addoniable, that « our Eyer were given 
us on purpoſe to diſcern Light from Dar- 
9%; and our Tafte to diſtinguifh Surer from 
Bitter, and the like may be ſaid of our 
other Senſes; and after the ſame Manner 
the ſeveral Faculties of our Minds were 
given us to he exerciſed about their proper 
 Objedts. By our Senſes we judge of ſenfitive 
| Good, and by our Reaſon, we diſcern rational 
or moral Good; and he, who miſtakes Ei. 
for Gogd in either Caſe, becauſe he would 


not ue the Power he hath i know the 
& 0 Dif- 


07 Things Excellent. * 
Difference, is equally to be condemned, Sz KM. | 
and whatever Miſchief he thereby incurs, II. | 
be the Conſequence to himſelf never fo.” Xo 
fatal, he juſtly deſerves no Pity,” 

Thus Nature hath laid an Obligation 
upon every Man to make a right Uſe of his 
Faculties; and for this End, that he may 
perceive, and know, and practiſe what is 
good and excellent. And this Obligation is 
of ſuch Force, that even the worſt of Men 
cannot but acknowledge it; though their 
Paſſions and Intereſts, their Vices and Cor- 
ruptions prevail _ them ta act x 
to it. 

And to make his Obligation ſtill the 
greater upon heedleſs and inconſiderate Men, 
who will not regard nor attend to their na- 
tural Notions and Sentiments of Things, 
God hath been pleaſed expreſſy to reveal 

his Will, chiefly for this End, to enjoin and 

command the Love and Practice af all 

Virtue and Goodneſs, This was the ultimate 
End and Deſign of the Old Tefament, this 

the Law and the Prophets ; and more eſpe- 

cially in the New Teſtament, this is the main 
Intent of Chriſt Jeſus and his Apoſtles in 
all their DoFrines and Precept. 


D 3 Many 


3B 72 07 Things un 
8 of 2 ny 0 of . Importance = 

might be-drawn Yy way Application from 
= this Diſcourſe ; but 1 ſhall L 


or three. 
IV, As all Religion, Whether dattealior 


revealed, is founded in the Original D 
ys! of Grod and Evil, "Whew — 


and a are Fd Ras and — by 
which alone we can try and judge of any 
revealed Truths, © For, before any particular 
| Revelation is ſuppoſed to be made, God Al- 
mighty frft created the World; and all the 
" Beings in it, with their ſeveral Properties; 
And in particular Man, with all the Powers 
and Faculties of human Nature, by which 
& is enabled to apprehend other Things, 
id make a tight Judgment of them, and 

to deduce certain Rules of Action from the 
Nature and Reaſon of them; and theſe 
Rules of Afton, as they are derived from 
pure and uncorrupted Nature, do originally 
proceed from God, the ſole Author of Na. 
ture: And as we are Men by Nature, before 
- God I „ to > make any ſupernatural 
Reve 


* 
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* 


our Reaſon, and whatever contradicts theſe, 
| Which we received from God, can never be 


Reaſon are the Grounds of all Religion, 
hoth natural and revealed; and no Religion 
can be true, or proceed from God, what- 
ever Proofs may be pretended of ita diuius 
Aut barity, which overturns theſe Principles, 
or deſtroys our natural Notions of Tings: 


can judge of the-Truth of any Religion 


and as we have received theſe Principles 
originally from God, we may ſafely con- 


clude, whatever a ee en A 
Peyer come from God. vhs 


Hence we have a ſure and certvia Rule | 


of trying any particular Do#rines, whether 
they are the revealed Will of God. For. 
whatever - plainly contradicts our Senſes, 
Whatever takes away the Truth of our Fa- 
Nature and Reaſon of Things, however 
phialy it may be pretended to be revealed 
a 984 in 


the Divine Mill; becauſe God cannot co 
tradict himſelf. So that the Prineiples of right 


Becauſe theſe natural Notions. of Things are 
the only Principles we have, by which we 


39 
a to us; ſo we can only judge of SSR. 


any" Revelation by the natural Printiples of — Il. 
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"pn can never be true, nor a 
right Interpretation: of the Word of God. 
* For we mult firſt! be certain, that our na- 
—_ tural Faculties are True, before we can be 
1 : aſſured; that God is true; and if we cannot 
= depend upon the: Truth of our Faculties, 
1 we can never be ſure of the true Interpre- 
ration: of any Text in holy Scripture, nor 
can we be certain, that the Scriptures them - 
= | ſelves are really and truly the Mord of God. 
l Bo that if we once admit any Docirines to be 
| true, which: plainly contradict our ' Senſes, 
and our natural Notions of Things, we de- 
ſtroy all Truth out of the World, and intro- 
duce nothing but enn n gp _ | 
| „ 8 
= nf, But der, ſro the" Principles 
= we have advanced we have a Rule of judg- 
ing, not only of the Truth or *Falſhord of 
any Damme; but of the true Worth and 
Value of any Precept or Injundtion of Re- 
'1 ligion. For from our natural Notions" of 
_— the vfential Difference of Good and Evil we 
. : may in general collect the Principles" and 
Preceptis of natural Religion; and from the 
undoubted Certainty of our on Exiſtence, 
and-the PetfeRtions of this viſble Creation, 
4 4 0 we 


Of "Things Excellent. 


| wie; may certainly — Bffends 68? 


of God, and may aſſuredly conclude, that 


He is a Being of the moſt — | 


| Rrafon ; and conſequently, that he muſt 
beſt like, and love, and approve the moſt 
reofinable Service of his rational Creatures, 
and for this End require their Obedience 
and as the Duties of natural Religion have 
an'tntrinfic Reaſonableneſs and Excellence in 
them, which the prftive Inflitutions of re- 
vealed Religion want, the former muſt there- 
fore be more pleaſing and acceptable than 
the latter in the Sight of God; and when 
they come in Cumpetition, the latter are to 
give Place to the former. 

And as thus our natural Reaſon dictates to 
ug that the true and genuine Principles of 
Morality are the Foundation and Ground of 
all revealed Religion, and that the Pra#ice 
of moral Duties is preferable to the Obſer- 
vance of pofitive Ordinances; ſo in many 
Paſſages of holy Writ God hath been 
pleaſed expreſly to declare, that he chules | 
rather the Performance of natural Duties, 
than the Obſervance of ritual Irflitutions ; 
and that as well in the Jewiſp, as in the 
Chriſtian Religion, Vid. Pſa. Ix. 1, 11. 


| Jer. 


42 | Of. Things. Be 
Me vi. 20. Hof. vi. 6, Mic. vi. 6, 5, Be 
* 2 Matth.: v. 17, ix. 13. Xii. 7. XXII. 37. 
. 41. Mark vii. 11, 12, 13. Hyg. 


ii. ade Phil; iv. 8, Tit. Us AR 14. ow 


the great Lines of our Duty from - Reaſon 
and natural Light ; let us always remember 
how few there are capable of either making, 
or groping theſe nice Dedudtions: 
w . apt the cleareſt Heads are to miſtake 
in Matters ſtrictly demonſtrable ; and how 
much more caſy it is to ſee the Reaſonableneſe 
ef our Duty, when made known to us by 
Revelation, than to inveſtigate the Knowledge 
and Certainty of it ourſelves, without that 
Help and Aſfftance. And therefore with 
what Wickedneſs, Baſeneſs, and Ingratitude 
do ſome Men reject Chriſtianity, as contain- 
ing nothing but what their natural Reaſon 
could diſcover to them, when without that 
Revelation they had continued all their 
Lives in Ignorance and Darkneſs, probably 
with reſpect to many Duties of common Mo- 
. but ee with n to all 
the 


Of 8 Excellent. 43 


the ſublime Myſteries of our moſt boly Re- 8 EN N. 
ligion. E 
But let us Chriſtians bleſs and pratſe God 
for our Deliverance out of Heathen Ignorance, 
Tdolatry, and Superſtition by the clear Mani- 
feſtation of himſelf to us by our Lord Jeſus; 
for the full Declaration of the divine Mercy, 
Pardon, and Peace extended to us through 
unfeigned Repentance and Faith in Chriſt: 
For the Excellency and Perfection of his 
Doctrine and Precepts, delivered to us in 
the moſt eaſy, familiar Yay, and adapted 
to every Capacity; for all the Motives and 
Encouragements, Aids and Aſiſtances to the 
Performance of them; for our Lord's moſt 
holy Life and Converſation, and the Ex- 
ample of all pious Perſons ; in a word, for 
all the Means of Grace here, and Hope of 
Glory hereafter, Which Glory that we 
may all obtain God of his infinite Mercy 
grant through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
'  . Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed, as is moſt 
due, all Honour and Glory, Might, Majeſty, 
and Dominion, for ever and ever, Amen. 
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{ quence, to Mankind;' than to have 
Fs oy true Notions and Conceptions of 
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wt | butes. 
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HERE is no nothing either in SER NM. 
natural or revealed Religion of III. 
greater Importance and Conſe. - 


2 


: 
* 


—" en = 2 5 eh 
have of him. Our Conduct and . 
with reſpect to our Neighbour and ourſelve⸗ 


. Wo ke Rog 


Conceptions we have of God influence our 
whol es. For we naturally con 

e e e, 
and . we judge to be good and great in 
him, we think to be ſo in ſome Sort and 
Degree in ourſelves; and therefore we are 
prone and apt to imitate his Actions. 80 
that if Men worſhip a wicked or impure, 
cruel, luſtful, or revengeful Being, ſuch as 


were generally the Deities of the Haut 
they- are- uſually Yansformed into . l 


| Image themſelves?” the Object of their 
Worſhip be a good and kind, juſt and holy 
"1 2 -: 2 Beingz\the- like >Ryalitics and! fe Are 
I ſteamed. and honoured and rereten 
e Mong chemſelves. i 2998979. des 


Go 


We ſee then how important it is to con a 
1cciveatightof God Almighty'y and chere 


ſore wie nught to be very cautious and care- 
.2atud ful 


ee 00 55 
ful what Notions and 
"of Him. Now the beſt and trurſt Notion, . 
ve can conceive of God, is the Idea of 'the 
moſt excellent and perfect Bring, we ca 
frame any Notion of in our Minds; a Being 
endued with all imaginable and poſſible Ex- 
cellence' and Perfeckion. Whatever we can 
conceive, that is truly good and excellent 2 
to be aſcribed to God; as he ib the Cintye in 
whom all Perfection is united, ſo is He the 
Fauntain, from whom 9 45 ea 
flows. 

Bu Boubds M L tb HE Bot by be l 
to the divine Perfettions by. our narrow and | 
finite Capacities and Conteptions. All true 
eee Virtue, and Dignity of every 
kind and in every Degree, all the God we 
Can, conceive, and infinitely more and 
gre eater, than we. poor, weak Creatures are 
able to conceive, is 1 15 attributed to our in- 
finite Creator, the Lord and Maker of Hea- 
ven and Earth, and the Author 7 
of every, good and perfect Gift. | 
though 1 we muſt thus believe God 2 — 
ſeſſed of infinitely, more Perfectia, than 
we can poſſibly conceive ; yet e can only 
derm our Idea of him according to the Ex- 
cellencies 


Opinions we eiten öff. 
— | 


* 


. "ft 


0 the Righteouſneſs | 


SE 82 24, eellencies and. PerfedFions we can 8 0 
Ai. And here it is of great Moment tocknuw e 


bs arc really and truly Perfecfions in Gad, 


and may be properly and juſtly. aſcribed to 
Him. Now in the Words of my. Text 
| Righteouſneſs, is exprelly. declared, to be a 


divine Attribute and Fer faction. O Lord, 


W belongeth unto thee... . 


n Aba Which Words, o1 


435 3 Dont % e Us £1504 * 


— a divine Perfection. 


10 


II. I hall treat of IO of 
a 


God in particular, an ſerve Med Bf 
conſis W Ig JJ -ncnlls 


Rr ed i Bas” 0019417 10 25 215054 
I ſhall/confider in Zebtrtl. whit is tu 
wa properly a divine Perfection: All thep Poe 
ers and Capacities, Qualities and Virtues, 52 
ther natural or moral, Which we oblerve 4 
the World, are the reſpeRive Perfection Ping 
Excellencies of the ſeveral Creatures, which h 
Poſeſs and enjoy them. And, becauſe out. % 
"of nothing, nothing could ariſe without fome 
_ Obie, God Almighty the firſt Cauſe a and 
—=— of all 8 and Creator of the 
eee ik e e eee 


Brunn 


A Sc 


of 60 D. 
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third wp be endued Wich all the Qua- Sal. 
lee and  Fxcellengies obſetvable'4n fie i. 


reathres, either in the ſame Kind, but i 
= infinitely } hi ghet Degree; or of a different 
„ but in an i idle more tranſcendent 
hs ner. For none of the Creatures in the 
125 being ſelf-exiſtent, but all deriwing 
heir ſeveral ] rings, P Powets, and Capacities 
from the ſame Cauſe, it neceſſurily follows, 
t That Cauſe muſt Grrdaly be poſſeſſed 
ben and every one of their Properties and 


"Fa Na Virtually, 1 fay, that is, the fitſt 


0 ? of: all Thin 5 muſt either actually have 
A ll Fu Perfe dM "his Creatures have! or 
J are capable of having; or mult by his Al- 
nighty Power be able to produce of out 
"of not bing. This, 1 eh, o Phil 
nor Divine ever diſp ated." I 2 


graded and brought down 257 a Er and 
- Equality with the , Efe#; but muſt be al- 
* to be more perfect and excellent than 


And from hence it follows, that we 
12 by to conceive the firſt Cauſe and Author 


of all Things, or God Almighty, to be a 


Being endued, not only win all the Virtues 
pi and Excellencies . bauer and diſperſed 
| 'E — tirgughour 


- 4 &# 4 


8 


9 

l WT, Ihe "Righnoufreſ 
Stk N, throughout, the Univerſe; ; that not only: alt 

III. the Perfection of all his Creatures are cen- 


1 ., and all that i is poſlible. _ wi 


SY N 


tered and united in him, their great Creator, 


either in. theyſame Kind, but in the moſt 


eminent Degree; or of a different Kind, and 
of a more excellent Nature ; but that Gd 
Almighiy; is poſſeſſed of all imaginable and 
poſſible Goodneſs and Excellence z not only 
all, that we weak and finite Creatures are 
able to cpncei ve, but infinitely more than 
we can conceive, and all that any Being in 
the Nature of Things. can poſſibly have. 
For it would be an unpardonable Prefump- 
tion, and great Arrogance and Polly i in us to 
- think, that we poor Creatures in our narrow 


Minds can be able to comprehend fully the 


Nature and Properties of our infinite Cre- 
.&tor. For after we have ſtretched: our 


Thoughts and Conceptions to the furtheſt - 


_ Extent .;.. after we have ranſacked in our 
Minds Heaven and Earth, to find out all that 
* good and excellent, not only all this muſt 
ve attribute to God, but ſtill more and 
. more, infinitely more than \ We can conceive, 


t ei, 


That we may form in our Minds t true 


een of the Homme Being, let us 
obſerye 


, 


: E | | $ youu r ij : — | ut, 
| obſerve, the AT be ola 
1 when TE Coin of God, e e 


te de the beſt and moſt perſget Being, let 
- , us, be careful, | hat we impute bing 7 
him contrary to the Nature and. Reaſon. 
Things. We are to aſcribe all poſlible Pere 
Jedion to God, but nothing that is impoſlible, 
$i th thas is abſurd, or impligs, a Contra: 
ion. Th for laſtance, it is poll} 
that the. Port. ſhould be * — _ 
equal to the hole. No Pawer,, whatever 
can, effect this, begauſe it is contradictory 
— repugnant to the Definitien, and Nature 
of a hole and.it's Part. Such a, Degree 
Hot over efore is not to be aleribed. to 
od. It is impoſſible, that, That, Which 
— Was, , ſhould by any, Power, bo made 
never to have been. Becauſe by the 17 
eat an, the Thing once Was. aul in 


3 


not to have been at that very Tims... In n ge- 
aeral,.no Abſurdity, . no Contradifion muſt 
be attributed to God, becauſe that implies a | 
Wing to be and not to be at one and the 
ame Tine, which cannot he. the Subject 


of any Power in the Wo Id, but "TN 8 
+0973} E 2 OWer 


0% the Righebduſmeſe 6 
es no Power equivalent, and con- 
ſequentiy makes any Power 8 * 

Age Pk * 34+ $49 7. AT 


. Asi 5 'In total Things, the moſt perfea 
Bling God"Almighty,' cannot act con- 
— . e on if Righteouſneſs, For from 

ature and Qualities of Perſons and 
Thing: 'of "their Ideas, there ariſe Certain | 
8 N and Relations, . which are immu- 


— God . nai ale 4 — 
Bring,” who moſt perfectly loves all Trurb 
and Righteouſneſs, cannot but chaſe to 55 
according to thefe Reajons : That is, 

cannot eonſiſtently with himſelf, rue 
detttoying his own Nrurt, do any Thing 
but what is ſtrictly r ani true, Juſt and 


— 
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ad. We finite and Aperbeg Creatures 
Mer naturally no other Way of forming 
to ditrſelves an Idea of our Almighty Crt 
tor, but by ſtudying and contemplating his 
Mori, by obſerving the ſeveral Perfecbiaus 
in the Creatures, The by afcribing them all 
to God in an infinitely” exalted Degree, or 

by "Kippbfing them to be in him of '£dif- 
ferent, 
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= fexent,: but of an infinitely more .excellentS f. . i 
— 1 


conſider what Pereda of the Creatures 
we” ==F@ 1 God in Nature. and 
— PO ua * of Adern Nast 
and Kind in him. Nay further we ought 
to obſerve, that there maybe many Hirtues 
in the Creatures proper 'and peculiar only to 
them, conſideted as Creaturet, which art 
incompatible- -and-inconfiſtert! with: the Na- 
| tie of God, conſidered ub their Creatori 
Of this laſt Kind are the Virtues of Piety 
and Devotion, Grutitude and Qbediencey all 
the Duties we owe to our Maker, and what 
we owe to ourſelves, as Temperance, didn - 7 = 
| . e &c. Which are Excellencies 8 
in us, but not at all: in Gods amd therefor | - + - =, 
never to be imputsd to him if 


And the natural Perpaenbe of the Creas 2 
tures we muſt not aſcribe to God, but WI F- 


the greateſt Care and Cirtumſpeckion, be. 
cCunaſe it cannot be ſuppoſedꝭ that a"Creaturme 73 
ſnould be able to comprehen@ the Nature - 
pk it's Creator, which Nature is conſtituted 
of his natureb Attributes; independently n 

his Mill. The Efects of the divine Per- 
of I 3 F 2 
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8 wee 5 
ont we Gally ſee and 
according to St. Paul, oy 4 


the. World are rliariyj ſeen; being undenſtand 
_ "bythe Things that are madey: no bis eternal 
Pour and Quiaad. But what his eternal 
| Power and Guabead are, ws ought not to 
preſume to aſſirm. For Power: in God may 
be of a different Nature in him from what. 
it is in us; and ſo may his -Kaowledgerrand 


 Wiſgam: and his other natural. | Attributes, 


Bat this we:dught to believe, that God Al- 
r nar knows, nor. con- 


* 


thitwindapkuphn 3 mare ex 
cellont-and perfect. lo 037 HEE IR 
But though we know not what the a. 

turn Fer ſaſiaus f God aba, :and: therefore 
dare not attribute to God what we eſteem 
id natural Perfection in ourſelves; yet 
chu much we know, what are Defe#s and 
Inper fections in ourſelves, and therefore 
hat would be much more ſo in God. Let 


this Rulr therefore be conſtantly. obſetved 


by us in all our Apprebenſions of God, never 
40 impute an Evil or an of a 

Ire 1o YN * lr ASI; 4 
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. | and all Virtue are of the ſame” Natere and 
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As tothe moral het ee 
upon the divine Will, as his Good- be 


: 7 Juſtice and Mercy, his Sincerity, Ve- „ 


racity, and Faithfulneſs, and the reſt, we 
underſtand what theſe are in God, as we do 
in ourſelves. All moral Perfrction in God 
is nothing elſe but the Conformity of the 
divine Will and Operation to the Nature 
and Reaſon of Things; and ſo it is in us, 
| pet in all intelligent rational Beings what 

Thus for Example, Truth in general 
is a Aa formic to the Nature and Reaſon of 
Things ; and ſo Virtue in general is a Cm. 
formity of Mind and Practice to the Na- 
ture and Reaſon of Things. And all Truth 


Kind in God Almighty and in ourſelves?” 
and therefore we underſtind'what theſe K. 
vine Perfection are. We may indeed be, 
and often are very ignorant f the Warurt 
and Reaſon of Things, or may wilfully and 
wickedly act contrary to them, and there- 
fore in many Caſes may neither know what 
is ju and right, or may not act accordingly. 
but we are aſſured God knows all Things, 
and can do all "Things, and will * 2 Caſes | 
aCt | truly ar and righteouſly. | 2 | 
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t conceiv him to be one 3 5 
SY undivided a immutae f ence. 
| 1. DL conſider the divine. ee - 


tin&tly and ſeparately, . and ; though 3 in Con. 


aud Capacities they. be, e often Ah men-. 
E tiene and;;jdeglared in holy Scripture to 


us, and ſometimes one particular A 
— another propoſed to Our Imita- | 


dus; yet we, muſt, obſerve, that they all 
conftitute but one and the ſame Ample un- 
compounded Narure and "Eſſence, without 


either Parts or Paſſions : Underſtanding by 


Paſhons the Commotions and Difturhanses 
we find in our Breaſts, when we are af 


We. ought therefore to belieye the moſt 


cxact and perfecs Agreement, Concord, and 
Harmony... of all the divine Attri butes and 


to be conducted with infinite Knowledge and 
Wi i/dem. For Power without M iſdom and 


(ence, which could Produce nothing re- 
| gular 3 


Agſcenſen to our weak and finite Nature 2 


fected with the ſame. Paſſions, which are 
in Scripture . frequently aſcribed . to God, = 


Perfetti ONS," both natural and moral. The | 
Omnipotence of God, we muſt acknowledge 


; Knowledge, is only blind Force and YVio- 


eee 

gulif, uniform and beautiful, 
fee the World to be. When Wwe affirny' 
to be Ommipreſent, we ought” to conceive 
Him to be zn Infinite Spirit, —— 
and pervading © all Spacr, &Fuſed through- 
out the Univerſe, ciroutiſtribed an" con- 
fined within no Place, but preſent in every 
Place, directing and governing all Things, 
upholding all his Cream in Being, and 


enabling them all to perform their ſeveral ü 
33 and 22 of Lift and "Motion; ac- 


_cording to the peculiar Natares, Powers, 
| and Capacities, he hath been pleaſed: to give 
to each of them. God's general Govern- 
"ment of inanimate Things is by conſtant 
and ſettled Laws of Motivh ; his Govern- 
ment of ſenſitive Creatures is by Inſtinct, 
and their "natural Appetites and Senſes; 
and his Government of intelligent, ratio- 
nal, and free Beings, is by reaſonable Mo- 


lives and Inducements, permitting them 


the Uſe bf their natural Liberty and Free- 
dom of Will, concutring” with them in 
the due ex exciſe 'of their rational Powers 
: and Faculties, and after all enabling them 


Gat according to their Nature, but ever 


ſubzect to the Reſttiction of his Almighty 
Power, 


een 
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A Dower and ander then ſpecti * | 
III. ; nite Wiſdom. .. 
„ And from — we . may 1 
vue are to conceive of the divine Pre- 
TCience, which is. ſuch a Perfection of 
Knowledge i in God, as to be able to fore- 
know, which Way a rational free Creature» 
after a = Uſe of his Free Will and Exer- 
ciſe of his' Neaſon, will at aft chuſe to 
| ſha e 2 n Attributes of God 
are to be. apprehended conſonant and con- 
ſiſtent with each other; ſo muſt the no- 
ral Perfecli ons. of. the Deity. be conceived 
always to accord and agree together, His 
_ Goodneſs, we muſt conceive to be ſuch a 
Cummuni cation of Being and Happineſs to 
his. Creatures, as is conſiſtent with his 
_ Knowledge and Wi iſdom ; his Mercy we 
..ought to imagine to be ſuch Grace and 
Favour ſhewn to the diſobedient and fin- 
ful, as is compatible with his Ju/tice and 
. wiſe. Government of the World; and bis 
Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy, and all the 
other moral Perfections of God, particular- 
i confidered, mult for ever be believed by 
vs to be regulated and governed by his Truth 


and 
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general. 
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_ ouſneſi of God in pennies 1 obſerde 
it conliſts. - $5 

Though this 7. erm, Rightenyuc, does 
ſtrictly and properly denote the particular 
Vertue of Fuſtice, or Equity : yet in Serip- 
ture it is frequently uſed to ſignify all Ver- 
fue in general, and is often” oppoſed to 
Sin and Hiquity. Thus Prov. xiv. 34. 
| Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation: But Sin is 
4 Reproach to any People. So, Heb. l. 9. 
Thou bg loved Righteouſneſs,” and hated Tri- 
quity.” Therefore I ſhall here take the 
Word Righteouſneſs in its largeſt and fulleſt 


Senſe, ſo as to r e e | 


Pertit in general. ech 
And what we are to underſtand by Vertue, 
in the common and ordinary Aectpration of 
the Word, and in obvious and plain Cafes , 
I need not be very careful and exact in ex- 
plaining it to you. For it is not what ad- 
mits of Diſpute and Controverſy amongſt 
Men; nor what we are to go to the Schools 
of Philo Yopiy or * Divinity to ard} vt what 
is 


_—_— 4iſterhed and known by every Man 
II. of common Senſe and Underſtanding, together 


Of thi. Righteduſne/s 


with 2 ſincete and honeſt Hadrt. Upon 
which Principle the Apoſtle grounds his 
Exhortation in his Epiſtle to the Pbilihpiann 
ü. 8. Finally, Brethren, whatſoever Things 
are trub, whatſoever Things are boneſt, what+ 
Soever Things are juſt, vbatſocver Things are 
pure, hatſorver Things are lavely, whatſo> 

| ever: Things ae g good report; tf there bs. 
any Vertuegand if. there be any; Praiſe, think - 
on theſe, Things, Where you. may, obſerve, 
he leaves it to the Fadgment and Diſcern- 
ment of the Philippians themſelves, to in 
ſtruct and direct them what to eſteem juſt, 
and good, and virtuous, as being generally 
known and acknowledged by all Mankind, 
in uſual and ordinary Caſes. But becauſe 
the nora Perfections of God, though they 
do not differ in Nature and Kind from the 
like in ourſelves, yet do they infinitely 
tranſcend in Degree and Proportion all 
1 and Goodneſs in us, therefore I ſhall 
conſider the. Rightevuſneſs of God, when 
peculiarly appropriated to him, in the higheſt 
and moſt exalted Senſe and Meaning, as we 
read it deſcribed in Pſalm cxix. 142. Thy 
Rigbt- 


r 


f GOD. 


Rightroumſe is an everlaſting gie, o ff 4 


ho rk Porn eee bern * 10K) 
I have already defined ede in ge- 
ell K, A Conformity to te Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, and ſo Righreouſneſs or 
Virtue in general is a Conformity of Aﬀettion 
an Praclice to the Nature und Reaſon of 
Things. But be it here obſerved, that 1 
take for granted the natural and eſſential 
"Difference between Good and Evil, Tritth 
and Fulſdvod, as plain and manifeſt to all in- 
telligent and rational Beings; and that from 
the different Natures and Properties, Re- 
lations and Dependencies of Perſons and 
Things in the World, there eonſequently 
ariſes a certain "Reaſon and Rule of Action 
to all rational Beings whatever. A Confor- 
ity of Aﬀettion and Practice to this Reuſon 

and Rule of Action is bat I wnderfiand and 
"mean by Righteouſneſs or Virtue in generul. 
"Virtue therefore is of the fame Kind aud 
"Nature in all rational Beings, provided the 
- Reaſon and Relations of Perſons and Things 
are truly known and approved of by them, 
and they chuſe 1 and | conforrn their 
A010 1 n | 
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SER. _—_ becauſe the Knowledge and Wiſdom 
Ul. of God is infinitely ſuperior. to that of any 
n, Creatures, a8 his, is unlimited and 
infallible, theirs ſhort and fallible; his Leue 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs incomparablyex- 
ceed theirs; and therefore Virtue in God in- 
nitely tranſcends and excels the higheſt 


Degree of Virtue in any of his Creatures. 


By Righteouſneſs therefore in my Text, as 
peculiarly appropriated and aſcribed to God, 
I underſtand the exacteſt poſſible. Conformity 
both of 4fe#iom and Operation to the 
ror and Reſon of Things, or of their 
Alea in the divine Mind und Buell, 
whenever God pleaſes to act. 5 
Sod Almighty, as the moſt e free 
Agent, when at firſt he was pleaſed to begin 
the Creation, was under no Nece//ity, no 

. Force, nor Compulſion, no Controul, nor Re- 
raint from any other Being; neither had 
he any other Motive, Inducement, or Incite- 
ment to exert himſelf, at that particular 
Time, rather than at any other, but only his 
own good. Will and Plafure. But then as 

be is the moſt rational and righteous Being, 
we can conceive, and all his divine, Eucel- 
lencies and 1 are moſt truly con- 

a ſiſtent 


— 
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ſiſtent and! in the ſtricteſt Ciricerd and Ha- 3 , 


mony with one another; ſo when he chuſes 
to act, all his Actions are for ever exactly 
conformable to the Nature and Reaſon of 
Things, or of their n the divine In- 
kalle. 5 1 
But dif does God meetorih act accord- 
ing to the Reafon of his own "Mind ; for 
then he would ceaſe to be a free Being. As 
he would be no lon ger a rational Being, 
who loves and delights in Truth and Righ- 
 Feouſneſs, ſhould he act contrary to Reaſon. 
So that we ought to believe God to be both 
"the moſt free, as well as the moſt rational 
Being: And that at the fame time, he acts 
moſt freely, and moſt rationally.” And here- 
in conſiſts the perfect Rectituut, Wü 
100, or Holineſs of the Deity. © 
To make an Application of this Diſcourſe, 
as a Proof and Demonſtration of the Righ- 
' teouſneſs of God, I ſhall inftance in the 
Method and Means he hath been pleaſed 
to take in the Redemption of Mankind by 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt. And 
that we may the better apprehend and ſee 
the Righteouſneſs of this great Myſtery, I 
halt briefly confider it from the Begin- 


ning, 


*. of Auel 
n as. it was Gods original Intention 
. dee from.the Foundation of the Weyl 
to ſend his Son to be the Propitiation for 
our Sins. s 
When God, created Man upright, and 
gave him a Power of determining freely his 
aon Actions, he foreſaw Man would be ſe- 
duced and preyailed upon by the Subtlety 
of the Serpent to make an ill Uſe of this 
Liberty by his Diſobedience ; the Conſe- 
quence of which would be the Introductiqn 
to all the Sin and. Miſery, which have ever 
fince been in che Word. But when God 
permitted this, he at the ſame provided the 
Means of our Deliverance out of this ſinful 
and miſerable State, in ſuch a manner, as 
fully to declare and manifeſt 10 Rights | 
neſs, 
For God a8 ſupreme Lord. apd Governor 
of the Univerſe, . in Vindication of his righ- 
_ 3 Adminiſtration and Government, + pc 
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hin perfect Love - all virtue and ( 
F 128 his utmoſt Heteſtation of all Sin — 
2 Vice, he would. nat pardon. the Sins of Man- 
= i kind; and tate them again into his Faygur, 
= at thebyghett pathble Atoneiment and 


Propi- 


9 7 


= - - 
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i 


_ moſtidearly beldved-Sonz. © 1h, M1 
And this: invatuable SactiGoni: he 
pleaſrdꝭ to pre ordaih and a ppaint, hat Man 


A902 i off 80 es | 
tiation for their Sins, B Beings 


Il; 4 


might he ſenſible of the Heinouſheſzof theie! | 


Sios and the Greatneſs of their Demerit, 
andi might be the mote carefub and fearful: 
of:fitning again; when upon ſo high a Con- 

ſideration, as thai Death of Qhriſt, they ara! 
forgwen What is paſt. Such "Honour and 
Rogarti God had to his Righteooſnels and 
_ Holineſs, that when he fo loved tha World, 
that he gave his only begotten Son to die 
for our Sins, yet upon no leſs a Conſidera - 


tion than the Death and Paſſion of his Son 


for our Sins, would he grant us Remiſſion 
of them: That herein we might ſee how 
| odious and offenſive Sin is in God's Sight, 
and. conſequentiy how highly he eſteems 
loves Righteouſneſs. 

And as the Lord is righteous in all his 
Ways and holy in all his Works, as King 
David fays, Pſalm cxlv. 17; ſo the End 
of Chriſt's coming into the World was to 
bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. Dan. ix. 
24 ; and therefore his Goſpel is called the 
2 Golpel, Rev. xiv. 6: And the 

* To 
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1 Jelus is fad ts be che Spirito 
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Prophecy, Rev. xix. 10. And His Blood 
called! the Blood of the everlaſting Co- 
venant, Hab. xili 20. This was the Per- 
formance of the: Mercy promiſed to our 

Fathers That we being delivered out of 
the Hands of our Enemies, might ſerve 
Sod in Houlineſs and Nüighteouſneſs before; 
him all the Days of our Life. gf N 
MA hicb that ive may ull do, God of bis in- 
finite Mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt. our 
Dord, nnn oi! ob Saad i qatagtioli 
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Romans 111, 25. | 
ont "Gill Bath "fit forth, I n 
Prat Hatton. through Faith in his - 
700 to deglare bis Righteouſ- 
neſs for tbe Remi ſion of Sins that- 


are paſt, tbrewgh, 2 * N 5 
eee e 
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PE Gal. iii. 22. And in the Spe 
from WRence 1 have taken my Tekt, his 
Oy ate, Having before — both Feios 

N F 2 and 
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Words 1 ſhall conſider in general, and in 


* - 


. 
1 2 


that there is no 


they are all Sinners; For all have fined, 


22, 43. being juſtified free by bis Grace, 


through the Redemption that is in Chrift 


Feſus, ver. 24. Then follows "PF Text, 
Whom God hath ſet forth, &. Which 


their full Extent with Relation to all Man- 
kind, as comprehended under the particular 


Terms Fs: and. Gentiles. 


1.1 will conſider. the Exprſingn, Wien 


| God hath | ſet Fa 


II. The Words, 75 be a Propitiation, | 

III. Through Paith in bis Blood, 
IV. 2 declare bis Righteoufughs... 

v. Ror-the Remiſſon of Sins that are 


VI, Through the Forbearance of God, 


Every one of theſe Particulars is of great 


N. ix 70 Heigl e r 


Deren, n . A 
ed) 211; 


. 1. We will begin. with the Confideration 


| of the *. mum God. * 
iN er 


dhe Rightanſne of God = 
ee Gant, that g all a under Bis, 
IV. ver." 9. lience he infers, 
Difference between them in this Napa, as 


e aa ke _— = 
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ſet forth. Which” Words, as they lie in the Site. 
Text itſelf, relate to the particular Ti of 
 Chriff's \Manifeftation in the Fleſh, when 

God was pleaſed to ſend him from Heaven, 
as the great Prince, Prieſt, and 'Propher, 
which was expected about that Time to 
come into the World, the promiſed Meſfieb, 
who was to fave Mankind from all their 
Spiritual Enemies ; who was to give himſelf 
a Ranſom for all, That be might redeem us 
from all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
peculiar People zealous of good Works, Tit- 
ti. 14. 

But though the Words run in che Text, 
Whom God hath ſet forth, yet they may be 
rendered, Whom God hath fore-orgained ; 
that'is, whom 'God hath decreed and ap- 
pointed from the Beginning to be a Sacri- 
fice and an Atonement for our Sins. For we 
muſt obſerve, that according to St. James, 
Known unto God are all bis Works from the 
Beginning of the World, Acts xv. 18. And 
therefore St. Peter ſtiles Chriſt a a 

without Blemiſh and without Spot, who 
was fore-ordained before the Foundation of 
the World, but was manifeſied in theſe laſt 
To, 1 Peter i, 19, 20. And St. Jahn in 


F 3 : the 


TY * yin Righttaieſs of Gi 
2 the Rivaation xiii; 8. calls Chriſt Th Lamb 
Seen rom the Foundation of the World,” that 
he” in for Mind and Intention of "God; who 
in his Forekhowledge and Wiſdom; acbord- 
g to the Counſel of his on Will laid the 
Plan and Deſign of our Redemption by the 
=— of Chriſt from the Beginning, 2e 
OR e the eternal Purpeſe, which bePur- 
oe: i Chr ifÞ Jeſus our Lord, Eph. fil. T1. 
Hence our Salvation through Chriſt is ſaid 
fo be "promiſed before the World began," Tit, 
I. 2. arid God is faid 7 hade cboſon #s behore 
the Foundation of the World, Ep h. i. 17 
This Promiſe what to bug Bp. 
rents in Paradiſe immediately after thè Fal 

This was "renewed to the Patriarchs; who 
Fejoiced to fee the Day of Cbriſt, and 2 
ihe Promles'ofr off \ The Saetifiees and 
Services under the La of Moſes, were more 
eſpecially” Hees and Figuses of this great 
Sacriſce, once to be made by the "Blood of 
Crit. This My/fory" of our \ Redemption 
* was thE-grand Predickion of all the Pro. 


2 of which they” bave engu fired und 


are bed diligently, Jearching r, of ahr 
anner 2 the Spirit of Chrift, which 


was in them; ud fanify," 1 Peter i, 10, 17. 
* | * And 


. inthe Redemption of Mankiell. 71. 


And hr Myſtery, which bath beew bid fromSERME 
Ages and from Generations, Godin the Ful. IV. 


neſt of Time hath now . 
revealed to the World. 9 2 Anda reg 5 

And though Intervals and Diſtances of 
Times und Places may make a Difference 
and Alteration amongſt us finite and limited 
Creatures; yet with reſpect to the eternal 
and omnipreſent God, the ſupreme Lord and 
Governor of the whole Univerſe, all Times 
and Places, all Perſons and Things are for 
ever preſent to him, with 2whom is no Varia- 
bleneſs, neither Shadow of Turning, James 
i. 17. and with whom one Day is as a thous 
ſand Years, and a- "I Mars a one 


Day, 2 Pet. i ili. 8. 5 197854 1 3h . 211 
II. Let us take into Conſideration _ 
Words To be a Propitiati. 


Though God be naturally placable and! | 
merciful - and willing: to be reconciled | 
to a Sinner upon his true Repentance and 
Amendment of Life for the future; yet his 
Mercy, as all his other Moral Attributes, 
conſidered particularly and ſeparately, is to 
be conceived conſiſtent and in Conformity 
with his Righteouſneſs in general, Which is 
the governing Principle of. all the divine 

21 F 4 Actions 


\ 
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IV. Mercy to a Sinner upon what Terms abd 


a Way and Metbad he 


' pleaſes, conſiſtent wih his -R:ghteoufneſs ; 
but as :Rightroupheſe is his ſupreme Excel- 
tency; the Glory of this Per ſeclion wrill be 
firſt conſulted, and that Metbod choſen in 
manifeſting his other AMitributes. which 
tends moſt:to the Advancement of his Rg. 
teotſteſi. Wherefore according to my Text, 
Gad bath et forth Jeſus Cbriſt 3 
pitration:thraugh Faith in bis Blood, to de- 
elare bis Righteouſneſs for the Remiſfion of 
Sim, that are paſt through 'the Forbearance 
of God. Therefore though in every Nation 
he that feareth God, and worketh Righte. 
oufneſs is accepted with him; yet as there 
is not a juſt Man upon Eatth, that doth 


good and finneth not, as Solomon hath long 


ſince obſerved, and as the leaſt Sin is direct - 


Iy contrary and repugnant to the moſt per- 


moſt odibus and deteſtable in his Sight ; fo 


ve cannot be fully ſatisfied in this Matter, 


nor certain how far our imperſect Obedience 
will be accepted, and we reconciled to our 


-ffendedGod, n £4 
the 


in he: Redemption of Mankind. 
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the Principles of our-naturel Reaſon alone, SBI. 


tion; and therefore it muſt be a great Com- 
fort and Satisfaction to us, and an exceeding 
Joy to have the glad Tidings of the Goſpe/ 
promulgated among us, to hear of . Peace 
and Satvation, and to have the certain Terms 
and Conditions plainly declared and pro- 
claimed, upon which God will be merciful 


and reconciled to us, and we ſhall be ac- 


cepted with him, and made Heirs of eter- 
nal Life and Glory, For the beſt Man upon 
Earth by the Light of Nature alone could 
not with Confidence and full Aſurance of 
an eternal Weight of Glory, which a good 
Chriſtian upon his ſincere Repentance and 
Faith in Chriſt is promiſed and entitled to. 
But how wicked and corrupt Mankind in 
general were, and how miſerable and hope- 
leſs their State was before the Preaching of 
the Goſpel, we may judge from the Account 


St, Pau! gives us of the Ephbefians ; Nu, 


ith he to them, bath Cbriſt quickened, ve 


were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, wherein in 


Time paſt ye walked according to the Courſe 
F this World, Eph. ii, 1, 2, 12. From 
g | whenge 


without any Aſſurance from divine Nevela- * 3 


74 22 W 
sr AnNM hence we may ſec the Need there was of 
IV. a Propitiation for the Sins wf the World., 
= and how great he Kindneſi and Love of God 
appeared, Tit. iii. 4. in accompliſhing our 
- Redemption in that wonderful and myſterious 
Manner by the Deatb of his * r 
_— Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
God forefaw from the ani g the 
— and Superſtition, Impiety and Wick- 
dneſs of the World, and out of Love to 
Mankind permitted his Son, our Saviour, 
voluntarily to undertake the Expiation of 
our Sins by the Death and Sacrifice of him- 
ſelf upon the Croſs; he is our Atonement 
. whereby God is reconciled to us, and freely 
enters into a new Covenant with us, of Peace 
and Salvation, of immortal Life and Glory, 
upon the gracious Terms and: Conditions of 
ſincere Obedience to his moſt righteous Laws, 
and Faith in Chriſt Jeſus ; through whoſe 
| Merits and. Mediation our paſt Sins are par- 
doned, our defective Service is accepted, and 
we ourſelves are juſtified,” and accounted 
= God's Sight. But this leads me, 
III. To ſpeak to the following Words in 
Nn Text, 7 lr Faith in bis Blood.” + 
en OO? 0 £42 37 884, Bs 
D191 7 


e 
= * = 4 


As God made Man fedfotiable Creituls gn 
ie the great Lato of Man's Nature muſt be IV. 
the Lu of Neuen: And as God is the moſt 
rational Bemg we can conceive, ſo our rea- 
ſonable Service muſt be the moſt acceptable 
unto him. And therefore when God ere- 
ated Man originally upright, and capable of 
performing an exact Obedience to his moſt 
righteous Laus, ſuch Obedience was juſtly 
required of him; and God neither would; 
nor could conſiſtently with his Holineſ and 
Truth and righteous Government of the 
World | diſpenſe with the Violation of his 
moſt ſacred Laws, without any Satisfattion 
or Amends made to the eternal and eſſential 
Rectitude and Purity of his Nature and the 
Wiſdom of his Providence. Moſes therefore 
deſcribeth the Rrghteouſneſs,o which is of 
the Law, that'rhe Mam t bat dothfuch Things 
ſhall live in them, Rom. x. 5. And on the 
contrary ' the Judgment denounced againſt 
the Tranſgreſſors of the Law runs thus, 
Curſed is every one that cuntinnerh not in al], 
Things, which are written in tbr Book of 
this: Law, to do them, Gal. iii. 10. 
This was the Tenor of the a 
between God and Man, or of the Lau of 
ov | Works, 


'S* 


——— MO ]⁰ <3... ‚ , , 
* * 


py — af God. 


Warks, as it is called in Oppoſition to the 


sg 
V Pins wi ds 5. 27. But in the 
| Www Beginning of this | Diſcourſe-we obſerved, 


that St. Paul hath' concluded all Mankind un- 


dit bin, Gal. iii. 22. and'therefore by the 


Deeds of the Law there ſhall no Pieſi be 
juſtified 'in God's Sight, Rom. iii. 20. 
Wherefore God was pleaſed to enter into a 


nei Covenant with Mankind upon the moſt 
exact Obedience of our bleſſed Saviour to 


the Will and Counſel of his heavenly Fa- 


ther, and upon his freely ſubmitting to un- 


detgo the cruelleſt Sufferings and moſt 
ſhameful Death in Vindication of God's 


| holy Loews, in our ſtead, nm 
Piarian of our Sins. 


In this new Covenant God Wee 
condeſcend to the Weakneſs and Infirmity 


of gur Nature, and to accept of our ſhort 


and imperſect Obedience, if it be ſincere 
and proceed from the Heart, from a Prin- 
ciple of Love to hitn and his holy Laws, 


| for eren and perfel# Righteouſneſs; and out 


of pure Grace and Favour to promiſe us a 


Reward of iminortal Life and Gloy, upon 
our Faith/inChrill's Blood, who is our Fro. 
PO and hath reconciled us to his Fe- 


tber, 


in tbe Redemption of Mankind. 77 
2her, by fulfilling all Righreoufacſ fot us, $3.22. 
Ca 


and laying down his Life for the Remiſſlon 
of our Sint. 80 that now what is wan 
in our Obedience is to be ſupplied by our 
Faith in Chriſt's Merits ; which Faith will 
be imputed to us for Righteouſneſs, whereby 
God will treat and reward us, as perfettty 
righteous in the laſt great Day. And this is 
- what St. Paul means by the Law of Faith, 
of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, Rom. iii. 4 
and iv. 1 3- which i is s called Fugngelicar 8g 
teoufneſs. - \s * 1 * 
IV. I proceed to the fourth Purricula- 


mentioned i in the Text, vig. To declare bis 


Righteouſneſs. How idolatrous and i gnorant 
of the one only true God the Heathens 


were, When the Goſpel firſt began to be 


preached among them, St. Paul gives us 


to underſtand from bis own Obſervation, ' 
when he was at Athens, one of the politeſt 


Nations at that Time in the World, " #7 


paſſed by, ſaith the Apoſtle to them, and le. 


beld your. Devotions, I found an Altar with 

this Inſcription, To the unknown 'God, 
" whom therefore ye ignorant worſhip, bim de- 
clare Tunto you, Acts xvii. 23. Oo that 
mate the World, and all Things thertin, e. 


ing 


| 


gelber is werſbigped with Mens Hangs, 

Lough he needed any Thing,  ſering be 2250 

— Life-and Breath.ond all Tig, ve 

| A | hath. made of: Blood all 

Nations of en, ver. 26, 70 7 s Myc 
41 


As are. the Of, Offspring We ought 
not 10 think, that the, Godbea 1 Gold, 
en Sifver, or t grquen, 0 th: oh and 
ö 4 8. Device. Lenny 6 

From which Words of this great 4 222 


ST A. 


,, We are from thence pur 
into LY right ay of 2. Ae emed | 
| inadequate, nceptions o ot. him Which! 18 1 
conſidering, he Ee 7 77 and Exce 
dence _« of our own. and wherein, it 
its... F or whatever nating | Endowments 


Es r in n ourſelyes, they « origin ly derived 

oy God, and ar are. poſleſſed by him, .cither 
_ the fame nd „ ut i in an lpfnitel ly more 
trag 222 nt. Degree, or HOT are of a, a dif- 


| N 
far ind in God, N 0 Re. 
e god 1 a e 


7 


| Nture;;/ and the! miolt goigelient, Prodiice-is;! 


in ibe Nedempiium u Mankind. 79 
higheſt Excellancy of Man is his —— 2 
2 Oonſormiey of hi Adtions-(& the Natute . 
and Reaſon of Things, or to Truth and 
Righteouſneſs in general. And the Flower: » 
and Per fe#ion of all Trurb and Rigbtemſeg 
neſwis a; righteous and holy, wiſe and good 
Auminiſtration and Gouernment. This is the 
higheſt Dignity, Excellency and Glory-of a 
rational Being, which we can form any Idea 
or Notion of; and as God is the Aut bor aid 
Guver of every good and perfect Gift, we 
juſtly aſcribe this · Excellency and PerfeBtion : | 
unto him. And thus we find God deſcribed” 
in: holy! Scripturen Te Lord is righteous in 
all hit Ways," and holy in all bis Warks, ſays 
David;Bjal.cxlv.-v7; and again; The righ=: 
teaum Lord" daveth Righttouſnefs, bis Countes | 
natite -doth- hebatd the Upright, Pſal. xi. 7. 
and according to'the Prophet Habbakkuky' 
God35-0f puren Eyes than to bebold Evil, * 3 
cannot loc on Iniguity, ene 1 
This Righteouſneſs: or Nectitude of — | 
divine Nature is the chief Perfection and 
+ Glory of the Deity; the Rule and Meajaure 
of all his nora! /Excellencies, and diffuſes: 
and mixes itſelf in all his Operations and 


217 Pro- 
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1 hreouſneſs: of. Grd 
EE 
SVs Love of al and a TT 
— — 4 of gh 
Tove arr 4 — of all 
| muſt neceſſa arb and x — gre 
wy mg nr tre ye — 
which is the- Faiſtord and. With off 
nightly, (nents. 
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Fo and bythe Parity God. —_— 
ouſneſe, and Puri e/ential Truth, Rig N 
Coma to Mankind Gad's ſi ay des 
— $4 ar” 2/9 1 Pr 
teflation of all HS greatltpoſble «Da 
all che W . De. 
| 3 5 es, 0 Ignation/ 
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e * der the Wilo geg Wo = 
For the Rimifton of Sim that. are 7 tak 27 
* Al all 'the divine Attributes ne Per . 
Hors art Bähithent and compari . With each. 
other ; %o God hath a juſt Regard and De- | 
fereh&e” to chem all;. ahd is very tender of. | 
theilt HopodrAtid Dignity, and will not gra- 
tify 48d Gomply with one to the _Dajur: and 
Diſbanour of another. And pair e When 
on as pleaſed to take the Stare of fallen, 
Map into. his Canfideration, and formed the 
5 5 and "Mons of our Sotoation, his 
Love of Rig gBreaufeſs, Fuice and Holi neſs, 
a3 well ab of Goodneſs, Clemetity, and Mer- 
welk it” oe and the fate Time to be 
maßifeſteck and diſplayed to all the World. 
When therefore God's Merc) y diſpoſed him 
to forgive thee Sins of MBE. his Holineſs 
and Fightobus Government” Ti the World 
codld not bear the; Sight of their Sind, with- 
out un 6 open 8 of his Wach 
a 28 ll them, by p kly cofidemning 
tler, and exacting "Es it ſignal Pun; 
nit ! of ther, in the Method he took to 


G forgive 


1 ont 9 


5 — Nrbe Righteouſneſs of God 
— them, through. /ibe wy 
LE Wo 
——— That the Rightroufre] i of God 
pear in, the Remiſſon of Sing, * 
by e taking. 5 185 of, anc 825 
1 conſuling p the Gu 7 fry nit os 49 75 
258 1 0 hath { 5 Forth ho 2 


op 


is ee in Gp might be taken 
= 8 God's, Fa 5 = and by 
of eternal Life. oc 211 ITIV7 Vit 
7 But this. Remiſjion 1 ins will. potfnath, 
be pronounced, nor ourſ elves openly Ae 
and fully y. mage, Partakers of lis 7 
and Felicity before.. the Fudgment of the 
laſt great Day, when' we ſhall all appear. 
before the Fudgment. Seat of e e 
every one tay receive the Thing: "41 done in . 
Body, according to.that he 25 done, ehe. 
ther it le gbd or lad, 2 Cor. v. 40. 1 
In the mean time a full and final Fade 
of alt our - Sins. 1s ſuſpended, and ur EW. 
trance into the complea; Joy of our Lord 
deferred till the general Neſurrettion, hen 
—_ ' _.we ' ſhall receive ber Bieſing. which God's 
5 well beloved Son ſhall pronounce to all that 


5 


oye 


7%; -, 2 


* 
ela kabel Mara, —4 
loye and fear him, ſiying Comes yr dig 
Children of my Father, receiut the Kingdom 
. 
mMorld. Thus are we induced to (believe 
from the marginal Rendering of the original 
Greek Word which moſt properly ſignifies 
Paſſing over: As in Times paſt God ſuffered 
all Nations to walk in tbein on Ways, Acts 
iv. 16. And the. Times of - this Ignotmunce 
Gad winbed at, but nm. commandethyall 
Men every where to repent, Acts xvü., 30. 
80 Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins are 
now publickly to be preached in Chiriſt's 
Name among all Nations, and an expreſs 
Promiſe of etetnal Life after Death to be 
made and puhliſhed throughout the World; 
and to be compleatly fulfilled at the general 
Reſurrection through the Furbeurance of 
God. Which are the” laſt ann. | 
Text that renin,” m,, 
VI. Now to be canfidered: by us. \ 
As it was God's eternal Furpeſ᷑ to redeem 
Mankind by the Blood ef Chcift, & bis 
Meritt and Mediation have been 
and effectual with God from the Beginnings 
and he forbears through Chriſt's Besciſtow, 
o ee into Judgment with a 


n G 2 * ; Sinner 


tags * ITO \ As hy a 
M | »* "I - * — 36% . 
5 5 - 
al 4 of _ * 
>». R 
' s 
_ 


. "* 
F 4 gen: Auel, G 
A. Sheng hun- give him Space ard Mime to 
TV. epa and return into te Way of Righ- 
1 ſſeſts him vwrith the Grace of 
| ohigi-Haly Spion, and enables: lim thereto. 
And chi Method. God hath been pleaſed to 
_ -4kke in his good Providence and wiſe G- 
vernment of ther World from the Creation 
of it at: irſt, and ever ſince; and this he | 
will continue to purſue to it's final Period 


and the general Judgment? at thi laſt grent 
nenne gn” NR. 
And herein und. inaſtrated 
Godib Goodneſi and Mercy, his Narienct and 
Forbenrauct and Lang-Juffering extended to p 
 the-whole Raceiof Mankind, as they are Al i 
ib Offipring;;-abg)/ do! is uidwilling that ay 
Bam ſnould perilty.butirather-defiecth — 
be would tettirn from i his Sin and be ſaved. 
. { (Fhcrofofs' Chriſtsis ſaid: to bea Propiria- 
tion, not for our Sins oninalut Var [rhi"Sths 
of the, wbdle: Harldcr John ii. 24 and St. 
F au aſfunꝭ chat Gad will have all Men 
eU. nd do gem to the Mudarledge of 
ſbe Sub. AT Wedi 4. Aud. Sata, in 
| reſarence-particalafl tothe Forbearance/of 
God, expreſſy. ſchh ; The! Lordi nat fark 


concerning bis Pgomiſe (as fore: Men. count 


4 r 18 Stlackneſs) - | 


* 


K "hs Neuemptiun ef Mankind) ; 85 
Sas kneſi) but if loni-fuſſening\to-us-wat'd, & RM? 
not willing ihr any ſhould prriſb, lui that alt IV. 
feould" come 1 Nepeuranct; 2 Peter ili. 
And in the great Day of *Fudgment, when 
all ſhall ſtand before the Tribune of Chriſt, 
there will be no Refped7 f Perſu with God, 
who will render to every. Man according ro 
his Deeds, to the Few firſt, and alſo to tbe 
Gentile, Fur as many as baye” fnnE with. = 
out Lau, ſtall alſo periſp without Law. 

And as many as baue finned in the Law, ſhalt 

he judged by the Law, Rom. H. 6, 11, 12. 

And herein we may obſerve, that the Gen- 

tiles, ho had no other Lau, but the r, 
and original great Law; the Law of right 
Reaſon and the Light of Nature only, they 
ſhall ſtand or fall by that Law, according 
as they haye obeyed or diſobeyed the na. 
tyral Netions und Difates of their Mind. 
and Canſciences, but that the eus, whio had 
beſides the Law of Reafan,” a particular pofi- + 
thug Lam, which by the Law of Neaſon 
they oyere obliged to obſerve, it being ſuffi· 
cently atte ſted: to be the: InjuntHmof God, 
they ſhall be judged by hat po ſvive Lac; 
but hoth: Few and @nole>ſhall be jubtifiea- 
only by the BlaaSdbChriſt,” ; 
91 * G3 For 


86 Of abe Rig brate ,. Gad 
* M. For though in the Fulueſ 'of Time God 
1 IV. ent furrhas Son, made f a Human to re- 
"deem Mankind ; yet in the Mind and Will of 
God Cbriſt was a Sacrifice, ſlain from the 
Fuundation of the World, for the Benefit 
und Salvation bf all Men: Not only of them, 
who through the Preaching of the Goſpel 
believe in Chriſt, but of thoſe alſo, whom 
God may be pleaſed to ſave, though they % 
never heard of "Chriſt, and conſequetitly 
| could not poſſibly believe on him. 70 
So that Chriſt is not only the Author of 
eternal. Salvation unto. all that obey and be- 
lieve on him, but unto them likewiſe, with 
whom God hath entered into no expreſs Co- 
venant of Merey, but yet through Chriſt's 
Merits and Mediation he may be gracious 
and favourable to: provided they have been 
careful, and endeavoured to ſerve and pleaſe 
God, according to the beſt of their Naow- 
ledge, and have made à right Uſe of their 
Reaſon'and the natura! Light God hath af⸗ 
forded them. And this is agreeable to the 
natural Apprebenſns we have of the Righ- 
teouſneſs and Goodneſs, Equity and Imparti- 
ality of the ſupreme Governor, Lowgiver, | 
und * of n Worlt. 
1 Let 
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in the Redemption of Mankind. 87 
Let us therefore bleſs and praiſe God for SER M. 
his infinite Mercy and Loving - kindueſi to- IV. 
wards us through Chriſt: Let us adqiire © 
and. adore his moſt perſect Righteouſneſs, 
Truth, Wiſdom and Googneſs, in the gracious 
Purpoſe and Accompliſhment of our Redemp- 
tion by the Suffering. and Death of his 
dearly beloved Son; Let us magnify his 
great and glorious Name for ſuch Love of 
the World herein manifeſted towards us» 
becauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son 
into the World, that we might live through 
him: And therefore let us walk worthy of 
the Vocation wherewith we are called, that 
we may receive the End of our Faith, even 
the Salvation of our Souls. | 
Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, 


through Jeſus ay our Lord, to whom, &c. 
Amen. 
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ad wh e3 parry, es 


0 b ad let od 2 „ 
e g. „Rau u iv. 187. coo 


a e eee 
Ang. ale thoſe Things which * 
ies 4 Hough 140. were aber. 


= == ESE Wards tfer ta the Pro- r x. 
Wed. miſe God made to Abralum tar 5 

1 —*4 be ſhould be Heir of the-World; © 

and be made 4 Father of many. 

Nations, and that in him all the Families of 

tbe Earth ſhould be bleſſed. Rom. iv, 13 17. 

Gen. xii..18.. And this Promiſe was made 

to Abraham at a Time when he had no 

|  _ Child, 


See G and 977 there e Probability 


dur Loni from ile lud ver. 23. 


4 


he aſſures the Roman Condests that their 


of his ever having an any. But notwithſtand- 
ing this, Being not weak in-Faith, he ftag- 


"1 1 nor at the Promiſe of God through Un- 
Ne ; but was firong i in Faith, giving G 


AA ot od ;| and" being Fully per ſuaded that w 
be bad promiſed, he wat alſo able to — ; 
and thereforeit was imputed to bim for Ri gb- 
Rom, zy. 19, 20, 21, 2241 

St. Paul in theſe laſt Words very plainly 
aſſerts, that Faith was imputed to Abrabam 
for Righteouſneſs ; and in the next Words 


Faith in like Manner ſhall be imputed to 
them for. Wg. Por it follows, 
Now it was not written fer bre, that is, Abta· 

lam's Sale alone, \that it wat imputed to bim; 
but for: us: alfe, to wbom ir ffn be iniputed 
F we believe on him, that _ 2. Jeſus 
24. A 
_ the: great Apofik of the Gentiles declares 
"this" not only to the Romans in particular, 


but as Alrabam was to be the Heir of the 
World, ſo in him were all the Families of 


the Earth to be bleſſcd, and conſequently. 
their: Faith impnted to them for Righteouſ- 
nos if they. walk alfo in the Steps 5 that 
* 99 Faith, 


Faith of our Father: Abraham,” and believe Stam. 


on him that raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from 


the dead. And herein is to be ſeen the Yo. 


£ation of the Gentiles, to whom St. Paul 
was eſpecially ſent as. a Miniſſer to n 
on Gone: | 

And the Words of my Text, God who 
ealleſb thoſe Things aubich be not, as though 
thiy were, reſpect the Calling of the Gen- 
tiles in general to the Cbriſtian Faith; as 
well ag Fewiſb Believers; which is manifeſt 
from St. Pauls Quotation of a- Paſſage out 
of the Prophet Hoſea, I will call them my 
People, anbic btpere not my People ; and ber 
beloved; which was not beloved.” And as the 
Apoſtle adds out of the ſame Prophet, Ir 
Rall cm te paßt, that in the Place where it 
wos ſaid amo them, ye are not my People, 
there ſhall they be called the- Children of the 
Living God, Rom. ix. 25, 26. But T'ſhall 
conſider the Text in it's fulleſt and 22 
Lace 02 as to comprehend,” 


wh God! 8 Foreknowledye of a Thing 
in general from the Beginning. 1 

II. In particular his end Pirpipp, 
which he porpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord 


63 MdgtdÞbtore a Foundation of the. Would; 


— . And aui hence;):! 99 281181 2911 1 71 20 


Ute a Aull deduce ſome Inferenees ant 
\Cohclufiansz:' which are OE 
A N Abd init. a 
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. d. ſhall "confides God's Fed wn 
6 — Thinge in general ftom the Begin 
ert. James n a Council of, the Ap 
Dian Elders, after Simeon had declared, 
New Cod at ff} did wilt the Gentiles. to 
tale eu of tbem a; Reaple for bis, Name, ſays, 
Ad i bis agres tir Wards of the Prophets; 
in Confirmation of which hel gdds, Known 
4Þ/0: Gee are all hit Marks fromghe Begitt 
Jing af +the Wark, e duo Bhi. Here ape 
Have the Fore knoghege at. Gods fulhy ag 
ſorted<in cloar. and evpraſeMerds.of holy 
S6rigweaſa thapthere.conga.be any doubt 
abquy this divare Atteibutt g and therefore 
ea pot entert into a: partirular Proof and 
Confirmation of She: Truth f it, But if all 
God's Works were known to him from the 
Begimpings hx yonhaſt be proſent to his Mind 
and Intelle& before theit; Formation and 
| (ual Exiſtence, byithejt Idas only, which 
Were h Ager vget and Exemplar of all 
101 Things, 


Of tha For- ino of God, 993 + 
Things, after ' whichrhey werk nt * 
made And if an Things were wide pν V. 


_ to'the Dagan of God, Wed 


Had any Tat Being, he mA be. rety truly 
add 10 cu vb Thin, abh1eb I not u hah 
"they we; and all Things p, pre, 

Future are actually comprehended in hib dn 
finite Mind neirber it nber am Creature 
that id nur name in dit Sig: Rui 
Things aFenukeu'and pen to rhe Beh 
wird ven ve hoben, Heboiv; 13. 
For hen God underteek the Cr eue 
the Narute ad Properties ef all his Crea. 
tures were peffectiy hn to [Hike With 
their mutunl Reſpocts ah Rotations and De- 
pendencits apoh'otic nether. Thus who! 
God ered this beautiful ind rig MfiCeNt 
Fabric uf the World) he fore whatever 
would come tö pally in it, and provided 
againſt all R Ne kdjuſted the Morlurs 
of the Planet, directed them in thbir Or- 
bits, and by his Power and Energy they 


contiquatly go dn their Cura and a 
certain Herivar of ' Time ſmiſſi their ſbocrar 


Revolutions; © All Creatureb d ind . 
animati, rurional dd oration; five'iand 
move according to their Nature, 'lohich God 
64 7 at 


2 * 5 
- 


94 g. FotedhnoniledgiofiG od; 
82 x. a firſt gave them, and which he till permits 


and,eqables.them to exert and enjoy, ap- 


— holding all Things by the Mord of bir Pruer. 


Heb. i 3. "Thus Mankind in particular art 
preſerved and continued in Being by the 
good Providence and ver- ruling Power of 
God; fur according to St. Paul, In bim we 
ue and mave, and ;bave our Bang, Ads 
vil 28. Fot as God is ommfarent, ſo is he 
omnipreſent; and as he. knows all Things, 
ſo he rules and! gqverns all Things ; fore- 
ſeeing the Effects and Con ſequences of all 
the: Mqtions and Actions of his Creatures 
and direczing the, Ade and Event of them, 
by making chen ſubordioate and conducive 
to che wiſe Endr':and Furpeſes of his Go 


vernment a and i in che Conclufion and Con- 


ſummation of all Things, they will all ter- 
minate in the ſetting forth of his Miel 
and Glory: . The Gloy of God, and the 


Good of his Creatures Was the gteat End 


n iof the; Crratitn, and the. Mo- 
Inducement in God to. begin it, and 


i De 


| wn conſtantly purſues in all his Cu 


heli and Diſpenſations... And herein conſiſts 
che infinite Miſdom of God in ordering and. 
düpoüng all Thing with this Fiew, S det 


1 this 


Of) — God. - 950 


this will be the final. Reſult of all the -vart- © 


_ ous; Motions and Actions in the Wan e, 


whether the Creatures themſelveg move ne- 
ceſſarihy, or uſe the Lilurty and Freedom of 
Acting, with which God hath been pleaſed 
to endow ſome of them, And in pittichlar 
Mankind. For at- is abfurditp {uppole;. that 
God ſhould make any Creatures, and: give 
them ſuch Powers and Faculties, which-he 
could not fareſee and know' how che wd 
uſe and exerciſe, and which conſequentiy 
muſt put them out of his Rate und Ge- 
vernance. But the good Govermment of the 
World, and the wiſe Diſpeſal and umi 
Aration of: all Tbings init depends upon 
ſuch a Munitude and Variety of Events and 
Crreumſtances : more eſpecially the volun- 
tary Determinations and Enterprizes of jr 
Agents, which. ecafion: ſuch” Changes and 
Revolution: in the State and Condition of 
the World ; that unleſs God forekne w the 
Motions and Actions of all his Creatures 
he could not regulate. and make ſubſervient 
e bis Counſels and. . whatever 
ſhould come to paſs from firſt to laſt 
throughout the Univerſe. The Neaſons 
W and Exigencies of tlie different 


* 


ven State 


Lad be” 
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; future" Bs and 


.Of' the Fore- Indulge” "of OW. - 
dune of Chikys, por” Winch God's Prü- 
e and Governthent bf the World de- 
pen weqaitb his! rbb of an the 
1 10 it We dome 


182 ae 50 Yi ov dur 2 10H 


1 cutter. in particalar Ood's . 


u Pirpuſs) dufte he ph 


tpoſed · in Chriſt 
Jefus our Surtie befor the Foundation? of 


the Horiu, Mb, i ix 1 Peres HU 3 


al Gods Works! are Enĩ⁰i to im 


from th Beglaniug bf the World; fo are 


all the Works abt! Oprrations bf his Crcar 
tures, whotmhe tnt) firſt endumied with all 
their: ſevebah RN undi Faeültles? Vier 


and Qualitirs whick:ſpring Hort their pe- 
eCuliaf undd different Med ufid Mariel 


And at &verjligodd! CH und roy perfer? 


_ Gift in from pbovt} n iE, from the. 
Father of Dights\ali vy Devi all gbd 


Counſels;vand ill jult21/ahtsr do vproteed;; 
and all the HD and Sth A At, 
known to God, Und.eotriendbt l paſd 

outi his Ptratiſbonl Fan Oe ubtioldett py 


| hisErcatures)in;thiir Being md enäbletht 


then to ſubſiſt and exert then ſedes accord. 
ing to their proper Nhlure And Endow- 
ments? by His {generaÞ” Cirmurrence and eo 


5717“ operation 


* He bleſſeth them in 
ee their e e, 
and when they 
| paciti6s} "though he permits ther ſd to do: 
yet the Bent and Confequente of all they do 
is in his Dixection und Governance, Mihen 
therefvre rational ant free Agentb chuſb tu 
do E uit and cammit many Sins in his Sight; 
by petvertiug a moſt Excellent Gift of God, 
r Free-agency, from Whener all the 
ING: I in the World bath bud it's: 
Origin, God' forekriew all rheir Actions 
from the Beginhing, and the Iffub and Re- 
ſult of chem; und determined amd örder el 
his Proveeting add Diſpenfationg: arc rd- 
ingly." It 5s Hs pecuſiar and trinſeendent 
det of apo Fore-knowlellge and 
Wiſdom t. I out” of. Bui; and 
aufs chere ar mity "Devices it a "Mais 
Heart, nevertheleſs the Counſel "of ths" Lord; 
* "Ball fond, Prov, Ak. 21. pvp there 
is no Will bm nor Under fanding,” Tor e 
agginſt the Ret Proy. i 30. nY 
When the Devil beheld with whey an. 

lice the blefſed and delightful State of our 
firſt Parents in Paradiſe, when they hved | in 
the Faibur of God, and "enjoyed the Light of 
H his 


abuſe their Abilities and Ca a — 


5 8 while he was 8 
om Heaven, and reſerved in ever 
can under . the 2. 
the great Dax, Jude, 6. He thought tode- 
feat the Coun/el.of . God,. and blaſt the, Hop- 
pineſi of the bleſſed Couple, by tempting. 
them to diſobey their Maker's expreſ Com- 
mand hence: Sin and. Miſerꝝ entered into 
the World: But, as this Was conteiv d. and 
affected. by the inſidious Artifice. and Cun- 
ning of the Temper; ſo: God had Pity and 
Compaſſion upon fallen Man ; and though 
hae ſuffered the Devil to bring about his De- 
n, yet he turned the Evil of it into Good. | 
For though God puniſhed the Diſobedience 
of our, firſt Parents with the Loſs of Para- 
diſe, avd2the. Enjoyment, of his Kere 
Countenanee, yet he, gave them Hopes of a 
Saviour, who. ſhould, deliver them out of 
their finful and PIO, Slate, and reſiore 
them tothe Favqur o f God, if, for the fu- 
ture they were more careful” and _—_ to. 
obey his ill and Commgnds, . « 
Before the Foundation o los 
and the Creation of Man, 
BE 


0 apr .in 


all the future, Evens 1 = 
Wee 


is ang the, Se 
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culat, whom he made 'Free | Agents; that-S ERNI. 


they might render unto him a rational Obe- N. 

dience, and thereby enjoy their true and p 
per Happineſs; but at the fame Time he 
foreſaw their Apoftacy and 'Dr/obedience, and 
in Redreſs of the Miſery they would bring 
on themſelves by their manifold Sins and 
Offences againſt him, formed the Plan and 
\ Scheme of theit Redemption by our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Thus was God's 
eternal Purpeſe, gradually cartied on through 
all the Ages of the World in various Me- 
"thods of his divine Providence and by diffe- 
rent Diſpenſations; but which he hath fore- 


told by the Mouth of all his holy Prophers 


ſince the World began? and therefore St. 
Peter ſays, We were not redeemed with cor- 
 Puptible Things, but with the precious Blood 
Of "Chrif, anf a Lamb without Blemiſb and 
without Spot: Who' verily was fore-ordained 
befort tbe Foundation of the World, but was 
mani feſt J theſe _ T_uy Load * . 


19, do. - | 
And a ao Fall of " Adam was the 


by God from the Beginning; ſo at the ſame 
Time was the Merbod and Means of his 


Sahdation and Recovery deſigned. and. pro- 
H 2 jected; 


S of. Fire-bnowledge of God. 


Sinead which in dus Time were to be ac- 


De”, a compliſhed and compleated. This was in- 


to our firſt Parents immediately 
er their Tranſgreſſion by their. Vidbory 


over the Serpent; this was afterwards pro- 
miſed to the Patriarehs, predicted by the 
Propbete, and the Types,and Figures under 
the Za, and the Orcenemy- of the Jewiſb 
Religion were Shadows and Nepreſontatipn: 
of the Manner of it's future Accompliſtment. 
Hence our bleſſed Saviour is ſo plainly 
pointed out in the Old Teſament, and the 
Circumſtances of his Nativity, of his Life 
and Converſation, of his Death and Cruci- 
Sexton, his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion into 
Heaven, are ſo particularly and ſo fully de- 
ſeribed. All theſe Things were fore- 
ordained by God before the Foundation of 
the World. I ſhall. take Notice eſpecially 
of the Crus ſiuion of our Lord, with which 
St. Peter thus charges the Jews, Him being 
delivered-by the deter minate Counſel and Fure- 
Rnowledge of God, ye have taken, and 4 
wic led Hands have crucified and flain;' Acts 
ii. 23. And to this Purpoſe he fays again, 
For -of a Truth againſt thy holy Child eu, 
whom- ban Tight —_— both - Herod and © 


Pontius 
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Pontius. Pilate, with the Gentiles, and theSz'3 . 
People of Iſrael were gathered together, for V. 
40 do whatſoever thy Hand and thy Counſe ho— gp wg of 


determined Mere to be * Am: ir. „ 
28. | 
III. From what hath been ad 1 thall 
now deduce ſome Inferences and . 
of conſiderable Weight and Moment. | 
I. If God calls thoſe Things which be not 
| as though they were, then- all Things were 
preſent in God's Sight, before he by his 
Almighty Fiat called them into Being. And 
all the Properties and Qualities, Capacities 
and Abilities of his Creatures. were fore- 
known to God before he made them, and 
gave them their peculiar. Natures. And as 
God at firſt created all Things, and enabled 
them to live and move according to their 
Natures, ſo he ſoteſaw all the Motions in 
the World, and the Effects and Conſe- 
quences of them; how his Creatures would 
uſe. their Gifts and Endowments he had be- 
ſtowed upon them, and how they would 
act and demean themſelves in their ſeveral 


19 Places and Stations, Relations and Depen- 


dencies. And when God made ſome of 
| his Creatures rational aud free Agents, he 
* H 3 5 permitted 


F 
x 
, 
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8ER N. permitted them the Uſe and Enjoyment of 
V. their free Agency, according to the Nature 
he had conferred upon them; but as after 
they had uſed their Liberty and Freedom of 
Will, they would at laſt chuſe how they 
would act, ſo God by che Excellency of his 
Fore knouileuge foreſaw what their Choice 
would be, and what would be the Mie and 
Event oF all their .{#7ons. This may be 
affirmed in general of all Creatures through- 
out the Univerſe. But in particular, 
II. If God calls thoſe Things which be nog 


8 as though they were, then Adam and the 


whole Race of Mankind ſtood before God 
in his Sight and View, and were conſidered 
by him as actually preſent by their Ideas, 
before their real Exiftence and Production 
out of Nothing. And when God created 
Man, and endued him with a rational Na- 
ture, and gave him Powers and Faculties 
ſuitablo thereto, and more eſpecially con- 
ferred on him the Gift of free Agency, that 
he might chuſe Good and refuſe Bvil, which 


Gifts and Endowments were to be enjoyed 


in common by all the Sons of Men, God 
knew what was in Man, and how he would 

| ole d the eee ho had wy him, and what 
8 would 


Adult be the Euer bf his Abu Gr — 


Therefore the Fall of Adam, with the per- 
nicious Effects and Conſequences of it, 
all ſoreknown to God from the Beginning. 
And as Adam ſinned againſt God, ſo all his 
Deſcendants have committed their own per- 
| ſonal Sins, which, were likewiſe foreknown 
to God; and therefore the whole Species | 
of Men ſtood guilty before God, incurred 
the divine-Diſpleaſure, and were obnoxious 
to Puniſument. But the Wages of Sin is 
Death. The Diſſolution of the Body, and 
it's Return to Duſt and Aſhes, which is it's 
Death, this Adam brought not only upon 
himſelf, but upon all his Pgſterity. For 
Adam by his Diſobedience to God's expreſs 
Command, was ſubjected to Mortality, and 
to all the Pains and Sorroys, Diſeaſes and 
Sickneſs of this Life preſent,” which at laſt 
end in the Death of the Body. And this 
Death Adam tranſmitted to all his Mipring- 
For being mortal himſelf, all his Progeny 
were conſequently mortal; and in inflicting 
this Puniſhment. of Mortality upon Adam, 
ang in him upon all Mankind, God cannot 
be impeached of any Injuſtice; for as the 
Life of . s free Gift, and hat 
2 4 


Man 


:0%04 Of ib Fot uf of Gu. 
"Bedi att could claim no Right to; ſo the Ra. 
 fampnion of this Gif; of the deprivimg Man 
i in do more that what Bod could 
at arty Tinas juſtly de. Abc chbugh our 
fel Parents by their Tran/zrefſon brought 
many Evi and Afhfitons and great Miſery. 
upon themſelves and all their Foflerity, 
while they continue in this World; yet it 
_ is manifeſt; chat the Evil of this Life are 
- preferable to Death, from the _—_ 
ſire Men have to live,” and their N 
neſs to die. 80 what l Things truly vos 
"Gdbrdd, "this present 2% fray be juftſ 
eſtremed à Bloſing, ough ſore unhappy 
_ "Perſons; through the Evns they havebrought 
 - on theniſelves; in ter melarieholy and de- 
ſpondihg "Bout," have: addy « cH6I6'Deoth 
. 10 en e at or {\ 
In. The Sc being tmited ts che Body, 
and wing it as un Inſtrument in performing 
* it's Optrations; the Diſorders ad A enen 
det cht Bbdy: muſt affect and diſvtder the 
dal and raiſe in it ipordinate and 
vehement Paſſfonr, either in the unlawful 
Porſuit o ſenſual Planſuren and Delights, 
 *Edftraty to Reaſon,” or in it's Endeavours 
des tit from Pain ad Athen and 
eſpe- 


ſeveral Kinds and Natives, and therefore 
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eſpecially from the Nur of Deurb, . 


which laſt Evi / it is in perpetual Bondage. 


and Senſe, the Confii# and Oppofion be- 
Mankind feel more or leſs within them- 
ſelves. Hence our Proneneſs to Sin and 
Vice, and in a word the general Corruption 

and Depravity of ou;r Nature. But all 
God's Creatures when they firſt came out 
of his Hands were pure and perfect in theit 


good in his Sight: And nothing that is viti- 
ated and- depraved in it's Nature- can be 
pleaſing unto him. The Corruption there- 
fore of Mankind muſt render all the Chil. 
ren of Adam offenſive to God in theit na- 
{tral State. But all God's Creatures owe their 
Being and Subſiſtence to him, and eontinu- 
ally depend upott his Favor and Bleſſing 
ſo that his Diſpleaſure and Averſion is their 
Miſety. And as this is the Wages of Sin, 
and the Canfequence of it, ſo the Depravity 
of human Nature originally derived from 
Alam, is called Original Sin, which ſub- 
jects us to God's Anger and Reſetitment. 


mow n this Original Sin was the Effect of 
the 


Hence ariſeth the Contention between — 


, 


106 07 the Bene 8 God. 
I anche Tranſgreſſion of our firft Parents, and 
from them derived to all —— — 
ho had no Hand in their. Tranſgreſſion, 
ſo.unleſs they conſent to the evil Motion: 
and Suggeſtions of their depraved N ature; 
and voluntarily ſin againſt God, he will not 
eternally puniſn them for it. But God 
foreſau from the Beginning that all Man- 
kind, would wilfully ſin againſt him, and by 
their manifold Offences provoke him to ex- 
ecute his Vengeance upon them, which he 
might juſtly do, but in Pity to their fallen 
State and Condition he is pleaſed to reſpite 
his Judgment, and give them Space and 
Time for Repentance and Amendment of 
IV. As this Degeneracy of human Na- 
ture is a Matter of Fact, and lamented by 
| all good and wiſe Men in their ſeveral Gene- 
rations, and as our voluntary Compliance 
1 with our corrupt Iuclinations and AFections, 
and conſequently our wilful Sins, are expe- 
#jeneed by us all, ſo that, I we. ſay that ue 
aur no Sin, we neceive our ſelues, and the | 
Truth is not in us; as this ſinful State is and 
hath ever been the common Condition of all 


Aa, and was foreknown to God fo 
the 
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-the Beginning ; - ſo all the "Sdps- of Men rom, 


ood guilty of wilful Sin before God by his 
Preſcience, and were obnoxious to Death 
before their actual Creaton. But when 
God made Man, he created bim to be in- 
mortal, and madt him to be an Image of bis 
own Eternity, Eccle. i, 23. And the Gifts 
and Calling of God are without Repentanct, 
Rom. xi, 29. Therefore Mankind from 
the Beginning were defigned by God for ah 
immortal State, and to be eternally happy 
or miſerable, according to their own Chorce, 
as they choſe to lead vertuous or wicked 
Lives here on Earth, and were obedient or 
diſobedient to his Commands. God ſet be- 
fore them Life and Heath, BY ing ond Curſ- 

ing, Deut. xxx. 19. 
The Deprivation of God's Favour and 
Loving-kindneſs was a Loſs immediately 
felt by Man upon his Diſobedience to God. 
For as ſoon as Adam had difobeyed the di- 
vine Command, he began to be ald, and 
hid himſelf from the Preſence of God, be. 
ing conſcious of his Sin and Gutk, and that 
he had juſtly incurreds the Diſpleaſure* and | 
Anger of his Maker, to whom he owed 
all the Benefits and Enjayment of his Life ; 
and 


— 


4% 


= nnn 
nnen his Baſeneſs and In- 
V. gtatitude 10 ſo kind a Blnefaftor, filled him 
— Aenety, Remorſe, and Anguiſh, and 
Lr e 


V. God Almighty is to be conſidered not 
ay as the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
and . the. Upholder and Preſetver of all 
"Things in, eir Bein by the Word of his 
e but as the ſupreme Ruler of the 
Ward: who governs kf his Creatures with 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, and wiſely pre- 
ſcribes to them Rule: and Lows of Metion 
and Aion according to their ſeveral Na. 
. Inanimate and irrational Creatures 
neceſſarily purſue the Laws of Motion im- 
preſſed upon thein, ang rational and free 
| Aon ought to act accor to the Dichates 
of their Reaſon and Under anding, and v9- 
luntorily obey whatever Commands God.is 
pleaſed to give them. But it was God's 
original Detign. and Intention from the Be- 
_ ginning of the Creatian to ſet up a Kingdom | 
of everlaſting-Truth and Righteouſneſs ; and 
therefore he made rational Beings, that they 
might be proper SubjeBts of it. And as the 
Lau of Fils. Kingdom are the beſt and 
_ wiſeſh, 


WILKS 


wiſe, molt vue, Juſt, WA are 
God enjoined perfect Obedience. to tem N. 
from. all his Sicht, as their hounded D 
and reaſonable ger vice. Nut hen they, diſ- 
obeyed God's Commangls, and turned. A 
ſtates and Rebels againſt his;@&wae Mgrgfy, 
the Purity and Holineſs ol his. Nature, the 
Juſtice and HHiijdow of his Ooyernmegt, ip 
duced and-- requized him 40:pugſh chem 
vording co their Offenes. 
Now God ſorekanw from the Hegingiag 
that all Mankind would diſobey his xights- 
ous Laws, evenithoſe: who upon. their Qbe- 
dience were expreſly promiſed in the Goſpel 
everlaſting Life, and upon their Diſobedience 
were threatened with eternal Death. For 
notwithſtanding the plain Declarations in 
holy Writ of a future State, of eternal Hap- 
pines or Miſery, there is no Man living 
that finneth not. And God from the firſt 
foreſaw-that this would be the Caſe of the 
| beſt of Men, through their voluntary Com- 
pliance with the original Corruption and In- 
_ firmity of their Nature, and therefore was 
pleaſed to pity their Condition, and out of 
Love to them to give bis only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not 
periſh 


N N 1 
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1 10 o 2 ae beg of Gol" 
84611. Perijh, but bive everlefting” Life," John" tir 
V. 16. And for the Sufferings and Death of 
1 moſt detriy” beloved S6 Son, and through 
Fuich in his Blood, God hath promiſed Fir 
Fee of gen Sf; and thrbhgh Chriſt 
Merits and Mediation to aſſiſt us with his 
Holy Spirit in the great Work of our Re. 
pentunce, and in the Performance of our 
Duty for the future; and to accept our 
fincere though imperfet# Obedience for perfect 
Righteouſneſs, and in the End to reward us 
ih à Crown of immortal Liſe and Ghry; 
n bicb that, aue may all obtain, . 
2448) 20. nt eee enge e l. 
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And the Lord God took \the\Mant, 
au put him into the Garden of 
Eu to dreſs it und to keep it. 
And the” Lord" God" commarided 
io bg Many ſaying! Of every EA 
*. the Garden thou® Ao 'F rely 
Lat 12 122 Tree of Know- 
— 1 edge” 0 00d. F/ nd Foil, 73 
Y al. EN "eat... tho For in the 


Day tha. ea ereof, thou 
fs 227 75 b. er, 


FIN: $2 Wü: 


os 


in Heaven th ce blelted A 72 EX- SERM3; 
ON it | relle and mploy themſel v IF VI. 
4 "H ymns 0 Thankſgiving an ld et 


T5 


Pralle to Goa for their happy and 


32 af 


; glorious and immortal State, and are AlWays 
upon 


the — 4 they — nv 
4 . ſovereign Lard aud King.; ſo in Par 
: — — 2 nay 
of every Yee in the Garden, andꝭreſti med 
| them only from the Tree of Knowledge of 
G and 2 that by: their Obedience 
they might ſhew their Gratitude and Thonk- 
Fulneſe io him, and by theit Abitigznce and 
Self-denial acknowledge his Soverei 
Niggli of - Dominion over them, und — ol 
continual Dependance. upon him. This was 
the Homage aur firſt Parents ware indiſpen- 
_ ablyobliged.to.pay to their Lord God this 
was che Tauure by which. they were to hold 
their Poſe/ion of Reradiſe | this abi Com 
dition on we 3 have — 
N to recreate and enjoy in 
bus and delightful Place, Kd = 
| God took the Man, Gr. : 
* From which Words 1 tial conide?, 20 
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1. The Situation e e xi Ting, 


ok 7 in the firſt Verſe of my Text 
... the Lord God took The Man, and _ 
7.211 On c e 


into 8 . 8 
keep it. 
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SONS Os Ruta 1 
II. The particular Grant to Adam r _— 
.cige® in tho next Words, Of every Wes of VI 
the Garde thou'may!ſt freely eat. — 
III. The Probibition in the Text, but of 
the Nye of Knowledge of Good nad Bui, 
theu\ſhalt nos eat of it. 

IV. The Sandion aaneded«it>- chains 1 
. | 
| thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely diQ 

V. And laſtly ſhall. conclude. with ne 
nn ranma . 

1— 


1 elbe G ee Ade 7 
at this Time, implied in the firſt Verſe uf 
dreſs it and 10 keep. id It is certain from MO 
the Account and Deſctiptioniwe have af the: 

| Garden of Eulen, that it was à ſelect Sh MB 
Ground, pitah d upon. by. the: Cord God: fer 9 
it's Fertility and Delightfulneſs; ſituated 
upon a Niver for the Conveniency o Water, 
2 with every Tree that is pleaſant 
got, and good. for Fund; the Thee - 
| alſo; in the midſt of the Garden. 
And aa the Garden was diſtinguiſhed: by 
4 I God's 
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41 Of the Star of Man in Paradiſe 
4 ow God's peculiar Choice, and immediately 
' Y Fr planted by himſelf, and therein he put the 
— whom he had formed, whereby he 
wmuaniſeſted à ſingular Regard andiKinuneſs, 
anda Grace and Favsur to him; 
lo it was but fit and requiſite, that Adam 
mould receive from God particular Inſtruc- 
tions and Orders about his Buſineſs and Em- 
ployment, and Manner of Life in this moſt 
pleaſant Place: And it muſt have been his 
indiſpenſable Duty to follow the Directions 
of his Maker herein. God had before, both 
at and preſently after Man's Formation, 
highly honoured and dignified him above 
che reſt of the Creation, by making him in 
his on Image, and giving him Dominion 
over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over the Fow] 
of the Air, and 2 
Earib: And to — and 9 | 


Lie, God gave Man every Herb bearing 
Seed, wbich-is upon the' Face of all the Barth; 
and every Tree in which: is the Fruit of. 4 
*Tree, yielding Seed, to bim it was given for 
for 


ear; God did at this Time p 
for Man's Subſiſtence and SupportyAhs like- 
wWiſe for 5 the Beaſts af the 


250 
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Of the e ITY Dr 
Earth, and the other living Creatures: But 8M M7 
now a flew Scene opens upon God's planting , | 
the Garden of” "Eden, and Plaeing Man in 5 
E ee 1 n 
- OS we ate ts enfder God as taking 
Man into more eſpecial Regard and Favour ; 
and though Man had before a general Gran? 
from his Maker to eat of every Herb and 
every Tree; upon the Face of all the Earth, 
| yet this is not to be ſuppoſed to Extend ts 
the rerrefirial Paradiſe. x peculiar Place, 
and a moſt pleaſant Plantation, ſet apart 
from the reſt of all the Earth, and highly 
honoured with God's more frequent and 
immediate Preſence, and glorious Mans fe 
tation and Intercourſe with Man. Here 
therefore it was proper and convenient for 
Adam to have from God pafticular freſh 


- Orders and Direttions what he was to do, 


and a new Grant, that he might know 
what he was permitted and allowed to eat. 
And accordingly we read in the fiſt Verſe 
of my Text, Re the Lord God took. the 
Man, and put him into the Garden of Eden 
70 dreſs and to keep it. This was to be the 
Buſineſs and Employment of Adam i in Pa- ; | 
Fad fe by God's immediate Dire&#im and 
7 Fu: Aps 8 
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mY Of 1 State of Ian in Poradife. 
| dan appointment... And as the Fayour. was ex- 
VI. traordinary, and a high Prerogative to live 
nd much, Pleaſure, and to be ſurrounded 
with ſuch Variety and Plenty; ſo the Good- 
gheſs and Bounty of od was very extenfive 
in allowing our firſt Parents to eat of every 
Tree in all the Garden, excepting an: only. 
Wich brings.me, +» 
II. To the Conſideration of the particpſar 
Grant to Adam here ſpecified in theſe 
; | Words, Of every Tree of the Garden thou 
=; * may ſt freely eat. Now among all the Trees 
2 of which Man was permitted to eat, the 
Tree of Life in the midſt of the Garden ii 
particularly mentioned, either as a Sacra- 
ment, or a divine Sign of Life and Immor- 
tality, or as a Tree of a ſingular Vertue — 
| Quality, conducive to immortal Lie; and 
1 conſequently it was a diſtinguiſhing Favour 
and an ineſtimable Bleſſing to be allowed to 
eat of it. And the particular Vertue of this 
Tree was both to preſerve and to prolong 
the Life of Man, even for ever and ever; 
which Plainly appears from theſe Words, 
Gen. iii. 22, And now left be put forth his 
Hand, and take alſo of the Tree of Life | 
and eat, 1 and live for ever and e. ever. n 


by 


LETT 


by: Conſeq 
by the Bleſing of God of a ſalutary and vis 
viſic, and of an immortalizing Nature; 
that is, it would have kept Man healthy, 
and vigorous, and immortal, had he been 


permitted the free and conſtant Le and 


Benefit of it. So gracious was the Grant 
of God to our- firſt Parents in Paradiſe, 
that he would not only provide for their 


would have ſuffered them to live for ever in 
an immortal State of Bliſs. and Glory, had 


they continued innocent and been obedient 


to his expreſs and politive Commend : But 
by their Diſabedience they loſt all their Fe- 
ment of Death, which God had ſurely 
threatened them with. But this leads me, 
III. To conſider the Prohibition in the 


Text, But of the Tree of "Knowledge of 


Godd and Evil, thou ſpalt not eat of it; to 


which is annexed a very ſevere Penalty in 


the next Wordasyfarwis che Ney that bur 
; cateff thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 98 
- In the ſecond. Verſe of the Text we have 
e Seer in, the: Garda ies 


een 


eee, eee, 


temporal. Enjoyment and Happineſs, but 


117 


VI. 
— 


3 


13 Porting. 


to eat freely of it. And here the Permiſſion 


upon Condition of Duty and Obedience on 
Mans Part; but on the contrary, threaten- 


' 118% ile dure, ef Alanin Paradiſe," 
$2 ul. porting a moſt happy Stute, wherein Man 
II. might have continued for ever immortal by 


Verrue of the Tree of Life, being permitted 


and 'Grantin the Text imply a Promiſe of 
Happineſs and Immortality offered to Man 
upon his Obedience; but the Prohibition and 
Reſtraint in the next Verſe poſitively threat - 
ens certain Death, as an inevitable Conſe- 
quence of his Diſobedience. So that if we 
conſider and compare both theſe: Parts of 


the Text together, we may obſerve à Co- 


venant entered into by God with Man; God 
granting Life and Immortality on bit Part 


ing Death on Man's Diſebedience. And as 
God might juſtly make Man upon what- 
ever -reaſonable Terms and Condition he 


pleaſed, ſo Man was obliged, as his Crea- 
ture, to accept and perform them. And 


when God created Man an intelligent, rati- 
onal, and free Being, _ _ or and 
fo his Optioon.1 n 

A Promife of Life in this Corded l 
virmally "contained 1 in the Permiſſion given 
7 1 to cat of od Tree of Life, and 


the 
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Of the State of Martin Paradiſe.” 119 
 Threatning denounced is expreſly mentioned sn Rx: _— 
in the Words of my Text, In the Day that VI. __ 
thou" wateft tber enf thou ſhalt ſurely die, 2 

which likewiſe imply a Promiſe of Life and 

Inmortaliiy to Adam, had he continued in- 

nocent and obedient. For how improper 

and incongruous would have been the De- 

nunciation of Death upon his Tranſgrefſion, 

were he to have died, a Wee, 
tranſgreſſed? | 

And in this Buſineſs and Tantal God ; 

is to be conſidered, both as the Creator and 

Gavernor of the Univerſe | in general, and of 

this vifb/e- World in particular, and of all 

Things in it: but of Man more eſpecially; 

. as his principal Creature, and moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Favourite above all his other Crea- 
tures here below. And out of great Good- 

neſs and Condeſcenſion God was pleaſed to 
enter into Covenant with Man, an Condition = 

of Man's Obedience ta him: Upon the Per- 
farmance. of which Condition Man might 
have enjoyed immortal Life, and have been 
eternally happy in the Favour and Coun- 
tenance of God. But God added another 
uditiom aun Gee, Time in Caſe of Man's 
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F Alen Forfeited his Life and-Hap- 
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him with certain Deal. 


pineſs' proceeded from his: Diſoveditnce to 


mis Mater, contrary to the Dictates and Pro- 


cepts of His Neaſon ind Underſtanding; and 


and confequently 


ture, capable of Inmorfamy and everlaſling 


from che Abuſe of his Freedom uf Will; 


which were great Excellencies and Per- 
fectlons, giveh him by God for his Good 


and. Happineſs, But as the beſt Things in 
the World ty be abvſed and perverted, 
their being Fable eo Abuſe 
is no good Nenſom againſt their For muιh 
ſo Adams Mifebphtatiin of his Fathities 
through his free Agency und Liber ot 
Will, was tio juſt Grow, why Got mould 
fiot endue Fim with weir excellent G 
Who is there outſelves, were it 
left to his o- Ober t Deſire, bat Wo 
tejoice to be made a rafloh ufd free Oren 


Fulkrry, rather than not to exiſt at all, or 
to be a Stock or x Stone, or like one of the 
Beaſts that periſh? And can it be any In- 


Juſtice ot Uikindneſs in God to create us 


ſuch Beings, as were it in our own Power, 
and we were to chuſe for ourſelves, we 
would 


des des eue a ara 131 


would wiſh or defire to be made, after the8z 234. 
"Image and $imilitude of God, in Rightevnſe. VT, | 


neſt and true Holineſs? Let it be conſidered 
to de infinite and independent is inconfiftent 
and tible with the Natart of 'n 
Creuturei fo likewiſe to be ull-fuitrent and 
ſiptetuble, or incapable of finning; and 
conſequently" to make us | ſuch Creatures 
wovld- imply a Cuntrauichion to the divine 
Nature and Attributes, as making us equal 
to God himſelf, which is impoffible, beenuſa 
the -Oreator (or. . any of His 
GCreaturts, 1 © r "Wer: 
Some of the Angels Sap e 
fallen, and fo was Man liable to Sin in his 
very Hinocrncy » But both ue Angel; und 
Fallen Man muſt blame none but themſelves 
for their being undone, as it was w 
owing to their Abuſe of that moſt excellent 


Power and Faculty, which God out of his 


great Goodneſs and Kindneſs had given 
them at their Creation, I mean their Liberty 
of Aftion and ' Freedom of Will. This was 
the Source and Origin of all Evi . bet 1 
therefore God be bleſſed, 2 en, 
„ee arenen e 

Hude 52 210 29 910 10 2; Ba 


en 


naa Of the State of Man in Paradiſi. 
SAN. But let us truly enquire and examine into 
VI. the Nature of this Probibition' in the Text. 
ue be acknowledged we cannot per · 
ceive any natural or moral Evil, any Tur pi- 
tua and Deformity in the Thing itſelf; the 
ſimple. eating of the Tree. But then it 
muſt be conſidered, it was directly contrary 
to the expreſs Will and Command of God ; 
and herein lay the Obliguity of the Action. 
For the poſitive Will, of God plainly de- 
clared-unto us, is a very good and ſufficient 
Reaſon for our Obedience, ſuppoſing we 
know not the Reaſon of a divine Command; 
nor the Motive; which induced God to give f 
At! For though the Reaſon of the I 

| Fion may be unknown to us, God Almighty 
may have ann good Reaſons for = 

| giving it, e hal gig 110 

III is true, God nehher will nor can com- 

mund us any Thing contrary and repugnant 
tio Neaſen. For it ib the very Nature and 
Eſencr of God to be the moſt perfectly rea- 
fonable Being in all the World, and con- 
ſequently he cannot command us any Thing 
wnreaſonable,.: And as he made us raren. 
Beings, capable of imitating him in acting 
; ſo he cannot but be pleaſed with 
. us 


Of the State of Man in Paradiſe, . 123 
us in acting according to our Nature, .and8 A4. 
ſtudying to reſemble him, as far as we finite VI. 
Creatures are capable, in his ſupreme Bu 
cellence and Glory, the moſt perfect Rocfi- 
tude; of his divine Nature, We ought 

therefore to eſteem it a ſuperlative \Prerg- 
gative and our great Glory to be made rati- 
onal Creatures, and the more rationally; we 
act, the more we improve and exalt our 
Nature; and the more dutiful and pleaſing 
we render ourſelves to God, who is beſt 
pleaſed with our moſt reaſonable Service. 
Hut ſuch is the Duty we owe to God, ſo 
many and great are the Bleſſings and Mer- 
cies we conſtantly receive from him, that 
Whatever we know to be his Will and Pleas 
oF ſure, either by our natural Reaſon, or his 
expreſs Revelation, becauſe it is his Will and 
Pleaſure, for that Reaſon a/ane, without any 
other, it becomes our indiſpenſable Duty, 

and we are. infinitely obliged to perform it. 
But it may be aſked, why did God make 
this Tree of Knowledge, to grow out of the 
Ground, and in the Midale of the Garden, 
and next to the Tree of Life, ſo that our 
firſt Parents, muſt continually have it before 
their Eyes, and being pleaſed with it's G. 
wit | lineſs 
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Sx Hines and Blanty, muſt neceffarily be invited 


VI. ad Yefire to tüte of it's Fruit ? As Goods 


nn principal Branch of Righteouſneſt 


+ # God Almighty who is the beſt of Beings; 
tnoſt Rave had Tomi wiſe and good Reaſon 


in geheral, and the moſt excellent of all 
tlie Vertues and Graces, ſingly conſidered 


for thib ; and one gracious Intention of God 
in th wüs, to put Adum and his Confort 
_— in mund of their Duty and Obe 
Ashes to their Maker; to whom they owed 


their very Being and Life, and all rhe Com- 
 Grthand'Enjoyntents of it, in whom! they 
Med #hd moved and had their Being: And 
— Whiſequently dbey ought always: to have. 
then mindful of their finite and dependent 
Bialr; and that in God's Favour! and the 
Welte Cr his Countenance all their Hap- 


Pines and Enjoyment of themſelves con- 


ted. It Was for their Good and Benefit to 
be Ser ſenſible of their Cyrator's Bounty 
A Berefitence'to them, and of their Con- 
. Ufludk Ptpenenre upon him; and that Obe- 
Wenke to him, as it was the moſt reaſonable 
Sctoce they could render to him, ſo it was 
What he Thdiſpeiiably required of them, 
And upon which alone they muſt expect 


| 1 \o ANN | any 


* 


Of he Stay of Men i in bundle, a 


| 2 11 2 or Fayout,, or Kindneſs 4k him. 8 
3 the contrary, it muſt have been 
e their Intereſt ao woe 1 
| T. foxe-warped of the fatal I. ue and. E 
f their Diſobedience ; that. they, 1 
. — 8 not only incur the Diſpleaſure any 
Anger of God Almighty, loſe all the Plea- | 
ſure and H Fe they enjoyed by his 
Grace and avour,, but forteit their very 
Life and Being. It was great Good neſs in 
f God to impreſs a deep. Senſe of all, This 
upon the Minds of our firſt Parents, an 
| thereby excite in them a Fear and Awe an: 
Reverence. of the divine Majeſty, with a 
F aith and. Hope and Truſt 1 in him, and. a 
continual Reliance and Dępendence upog 
his Favour and Kindneſs for their Preſer⸗ 
vation and Happineſs, always 5 


2 


themſelves to his Will, and Pleaſure an 
being entirely obedient to his Comm 
And though 1 their natural Senſe, and, 8 
ſon might have taught them. all this; yet it 
muſt have been much for theit Benefit: and 
Advantage to have this particular? T nes ever 
in their Sigbt, as a Memorial of their Duty, 
and, A Means of raiſing theſe good "Thoughts 
jo Reflections in their Breaſts, For though 
Adam 


4 7 


hs Wk th vb of Mai 1 Purath * 


6 os Alam" was created upright. and innocent, 

VL , anſwering the End and Delign of God 

ans his Formation; yet was he liable to 

Temptation and Sin: And as ſome of the 

Angels themſelves did fall, we cannot ſup- 

poſe Man out of all Danger. But as he 
was made a little lower thi the Angels, 
and expoſed to the Subtlety of the Serpent, 

' God was fo gracious to him, as by his Com- 
mand about the Tree of Knbwledge of Good 
and Evi] to give him a Sign, which ſhould 
perpetually put him in Mind of his Subs 
jection and Dependence upon his Maker, 

And even after Adam's Tranſgreſſion, fince 

de fell by the Policy and Circumvention of 

the Devil, God was mercifully pleaſed to 

7 him Hopes of riſing again G8 the 

werful "Merits and Interceſſion of his 
rd and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

This brings me to take in hand, 

TV. The Penalty or San##ion Ane ed to 
be Prohibition, For in the Day that tbou 
eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt fureh die. But the 
Conſideration of this Particular, and the 
uſeful Obſervations and proper Inferences 
deducible from the whole, I muſt. 5 
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Of the State of Man in Paradiſe. 125 
till another Opportunity. In the mean Time Se A. 
let us pray, VI. 

Grant, we beſeech thee, Almighty God, 
- that the Words which we have this Day 
heard with our outward Ears, thay through 
thy Grace be jo grafted inwardly in our 
Hearts, that they may bring forth in us the 
Fruit of good Living, to the Honour and 
Praiſe of thy Name, through Jeſus Chrift 
our Lord, Amen. 
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0 That ite in the firſt | Ves 4 
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VII. and 700 ＋ into the G Eden -ag4 
— 1 it] and 16 help. 775 | "yo 
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II. The particular Grant to a6 ſpe- 


FCifed in the next Words, Of.. every Tree 


of the Garden thou mayeſt freely cat. 
III. The . Prohibition in the Text, but 
"the Tree of Knowledge "of Good and 
Boil thou ſhalt not eat of i its 

IV. 1 propoſed to conſider the Veri 
annexed to the Probibition, for in the Day 
that thou eateft, thereo of, thou Halt Surely 
die. 

. And laſtly, I promised to conclude 
with” "fome uſeful Ob/ervations, and proper 
Inferentes” from the Whole. Ke __ 
ORR VU POS: WOO ULSI OI IVAENY 

- The” three firſt Heads of W Text I 
have" ſpoken to, and "took Notice of, 
I. The great Goodneſs: and Kindneſs, 
and ſingular Favour of God to Man bore 
any other Creature in this viſible World. 
in making him in his own Image, and 
en e Par Lad over his ' Fellow- 
Creatures here below; enduing him with 
ſuperior Powers and Faculties of Reaſon 
ene and Liberty of, Will, 
to Ss n od) at beige 71 and 
v A 


| Rf nia of Moni ue, 131 
and when. God had thus honoured. and 8 x RM. 
diſtinguiſhed. Man, as his fovourite.,4 Crea- VII. 

lure, he was pleaſed to take him pecu- 
liarly to himſelf. and provide a moſt. de- 
.Jightfuh Plantation for his Entertainment 
and Recreation, and vouchſafęed to come 
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unto him and to ſhew the Light of vo | 
Countenance upon him. 
ah, J obſerved that amidſt, all. the 
Plenty and Variety in which Adam lived. 
by being permitted to eat freely of very 
Free of the Garden, except one any, vir 
the Tree of \Knowlrige of Good and Evil ; 
in this Grant thore was a Tree of a ſin- 
gular Nause, having an extraordinary 
Virtue init, which Was. the 
a Tree of Liſe, by eating of which Adam 
might have liyed for erer in Paradiſe, had 
he deen Obedient to God's expreſs Com- 
mand. 80 good and gracious was God to 
our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, that he not 
only took care to ſupport and recreate; their 
preſent temporal Life with the moſt ſalu- 
3 and delicious Food and Suſtenance; 
but he would have ſuffered them to live 
for ever and ever, had not the Devil en- 
* their Happineſs, and contrived to de- 
( K 2 prive 


_ 1452 Of ple ne of Marin Povadife. 
"Ink pre rem of it, by feducing' wem te 
„den heir Aunmigbry e and moſt 
boumtiful Benefactör- Tits leads ne, 
zun To the Probibirion m the T, 
Bü r "ths Tre of Knowledge of Gun and 
e "thou alt Hot Lat ef ff. Aud this 
' Probibititn, was an Argument ef God's 
Goodneſs to our Art Patents, by G woes 
them in ind by his Reſtraint 
mite und e State, und vonle- 
(llently f their Duty und "Gratitude" to 
God, for all the” Happineſs they enjoyed 
+ by bie Favout und Kindneſs) For to de 
mnie and independent; ſelſeſt pie and 
aft the inrammumvuble (Atty i- 
Butts of God, incenſtſtentt wit the Wa- 
yr and Kay wo Grrdture, oO 
| " Muſt nevertk the La vf hie Boing 
| ſudject dinatò, und- infinitely 
„ee e o e and w/the rebel- 
ono Spirits in Heaven were Dlſobeũient 
Re heir Alleglance to their 
Lord and g "6: Bur first Pa- 
Tarach e, in dme Mahner were 
* bare Sin-. For 6 be npecrubiU or 
= le of finhing is" Ihdompatible with 
and — of uny 


#7 Creature, 


905 way a Tefal. 
*% Fa vat infietpd "on ou HR 
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U "the 4 
= = inci} ty 05 Ss 
W Eo Cr ted Man, he 1 Ad ts 
in Biß on Image, after, his Likeneſs 4s Gen. 
6. Which 8 Bf 'of God, ace * 
of 290 conte n Kignteouſneſt 
Holl Ben! 3 for thus he . wi the Epbefians, 
Tat .they put on the new Man, which Ster 
Gd ii created in ; Righteouſneſs an brue 5 
lineſi, Eph, iv. 24. 7 5 n thank. 
feſted he Di . "nd Ferfecfiaſ of human 
Nature; ſequently fe and 
Kab, 8 Man.” For, 5 Man be a 
com pound. Creature, conſiſting of Soul and 
1 5 yer his Feen is to be tiken from 
inent and excellent Part of his 
Nis and to be denominated from thence. 
But, ' Perfeftion ofa rational Being i is 
the Ret Feud of his, Nat ure, which conſiſts 
ho adting ; "rationally, or. Nerger ing to = 
11 pd e ior Perſa ſons and Things 


— tre Life of 
Man Mot 55 ally pot Ren 
Aa 8 16" Fs ae Ble the BK. 4 
| ien as and "Dignity of Ae Sniiltes, 


wherein 


Of rbe Hare of anus gs. 
whereinihe-teſ&mbled.Goddn Righlthuſmp SEAM, 
and Hale) of Lifeycls his: Life ard Hap: ., 
pineſi depended upon the Loe and Fayour 
of God, without which he) would immedi- 
ately de derived of all the Comfort and En- 
joyment of h Being, and (plunged into an 
Abyſt of Sin and Miſery. For all the Abi- 
lide and Capacities of our Souls and Bodies, 
without God's Fevour and Bing on 
right Uſe and Application of em, tendto 
our greatet Wretchedneſe Ant Miſery; by 
our -ReflefFion'. on the Baſtneſi and Ira 
'tude we are gullty of in oui ſinful:Abuſt of 
them. 80 that our natural Oiſts and, En- 
dowments of Mind and Body, by hau munh 
the more excellent they arg in themſelves, : 
by ſo much they become the greater Infra 
ments and Means of our Happineſs) or Mi- 
ſery, "according to our Exerciſe of them 
which if by Gsd d. Gracs, arid:Bleflinghon | 
-our ſincere hud hearty: Endeavours We ue 
to his Honour and Glory, they Will high, 
encreaſe'1:and:!}:aflvancer:;olr yeverldfing 
Nlicily. But a6 in God t ul un 
move and babt bur Being, ſo:wohis gracious 
Favour and Loving-kindneſa towards ds, 
and in our Likeneſs to * 
kad K 4 


E e diana con- 
nd For all the Qomſorts and Enjoyment 

ol Lite flour kamm he. Spring-hod-; Brunraiy 
| of Late os lm ot he ng] OR 2 
aber Hand Hrſt Lai of 41 Heling And 
 gheretote by: d Gracg and Favhutf of God 
Auum bontinudd in Patadiſe; by Gods Be- 
gebe ad Bliſliags:bis Lite aas preſerved, 
in che N of ckeis· Oui nahes he rejoiced 
and folacet Kimme in a CDi uA Pgr- 
1 df the n NatiFe he waz truly 
— ind lend Spiritual and "heavenly 
eré bn Berth, while! he:cominued 
ele innooent ?afld bedient to 


b- Serk perf 
Ma. bod bog ballMto#tm arc! 


ut vgen Auuw'q"Diſdbeitionoe-tor Gol 
ll feds Compratid*he-inimediatily:rlaſt hi 
ii #650 13/4,i9hldtr derzves frech the drurn- 
= | «image, and\ depeidu upon fade vr; 
| | aadyhis4asthe Gritral Rerb gfithe So, | 
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We may vhſerre the Diſtrſr and Miſery 
which direttty fel} on Adam after his Sin 
San Di n Words. ©: When he beard 
d #aiceof dhe Ford. Godoih the Garden l- 
a e max be dar ldteds end: le 

ban a A 3 
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bid bimelf, Gen. iu. 30. From whenge it Sx 2M. 


is. evident, he was ;can{cious to himſelf, of 
having, offended the G vine Majo and 
provaksd God's Anger and Reſentment. by 
his Diſubediencę to g maſt exꝑreſs Com- 
mand: And the: Senſe and Coplgiouſpeſs 
of his wn Shams and Gyilt, and of God's 
Anger and Wrath againſt him, was: 3 con- 
ginual Farabie and Tar ment and, perfect 
Aalen te him, andithe\ Breed of Abe Fu- 
miſhment he had juſtiy ingurrad Nag Prelent 
| Asticipation Hic» ac vd ods n 
Into, his Wretebed. Cund gien g $is.and 
Mifery, ddam,irampdiately brought himſclf 
by difobeying his, Maker; and this Scate 
Sin and Maſtery, is Falled Neat, qt the 
ond Oeatb in holy Scrigture. id. abr 
WM 5 bro 62. . An 36. Ren, . al, 20. 
M. Ig. Ni. 8. Tin, V.. a 4 
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— Meaging af the Word * —4 
ged. in the Senchien of the Probibition. 
But. beſides this immediate Puniſtment, 
| 5 Effects and Conſequences. of Adam's 
T*angrelien were attended wih the ur- 
dublian of ohen Evils, and Michieft into 
the Ward To, Gage Adern a. immortal 
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1765 n "_ in Paradiſo. 


1 Lit wich reſpect · tõ the Health and Con- 


Kim "Jabject to Diffolution, but through 


. Lf bf 
Ander the" 
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- , Ritation of his Beuy depended upon the 


"= Grant and Permiſim God bad given bim to 


eat of the Tree" df Lot, be muſt conſe- 
"quietly Have" been naturally mortal or his 


Glace and FxGur of God he would 
—. have taſted Death had he continued 
tele, w bich Für, of God when he 
Had loft by his Diſo8turence he Was debarred 
N of the Te of Life. So that 
Alam, who by the eſ tiaÞ Favour ahd 
Kindaeſs'df Almighty i= he Rave been 


for” ever" happy, aud have always . ejoyed 


the*Light | bf God's: Counteganeed Hal . p : 


been bedient to che divine | 
S Tg rein was expelled — — | 
bro. „Peiag driven” dut from thence to lead 


otivegt of Guiltand: Ba 
of Mind aud Cohſiches for his Uaditifab 
ent an Sin, and Under the Pain and Age. 


e bf hib Buddys chteügn Jg mf tin ¹⁰d 


HHR her and Sicht and at laſt Beabb-: 
Te Piniſbment of © Hobes and Paus in 
alle Boah, with Diſorders and Dif and 


24 Pr ard inthe End wioft certaln\Death, 


through 


Of the $10} 6 F Mon 1 Paradiſe my 
through the wks and Ir aud Cle 2 


caltivatins' alck tilling the Grcumd, 1s ih e 
plied in this” bln ie "Cafe 1 * 
Ground” For? Sake” 3 1 Sorrow halt _ 
br of U ul he Days "of 7 Life.” "Thithi 
HF TING 2 1 bring forth to thee,” au 
r tat” the Herb of the Field." Bib 
Jaws if thy Face fhalt thot 'eat Bread,- 
thou return unto the Ground. Fer 50 / 
wt thou raten: For Duſt thou art, and 
unte Dit ſhalt thou return. Geneſis iti l 
e 19. rr Wktnirk N l 
But Adam by his Sin hecume: Io depræved 
and corrupted in his Nature, and hö CO 
ſtitution was” fo diſordered and diſtempered, 
ſo perverted/and vitiated, that he — 
was diſpoſed and melindd to Evilz 
Thoughts and Deſires and Affections were 
bent and turned to unlawful Objects, and 
his Appetites and Paſſions frregular ind e. 
orbitant Re be-=pleaſed with 
ar and! perfe@in 


FP e Man wi 
odious and offetifive'in'God's Sight, and Hud 
in at the Nattre eie 200 is generally all 
eee Si. e e eee 
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— wo, „but was 
uw 18 2 nS yg by him f gl 
rig rng this . ather-thay 
x ee by: the — 
of Nelute. Top. Adem himſelf W 
me dad defied With. Sin, and, Naturally in- 
RU, cout. conſequentiy / bega 
laren like himſelf, ated n in their, Nur 
** kong 4 Dipokgiens, 
Affeſtiops and Paſſions. 1 ai be- res has 
2 —ů— are. deptayed in 
Netune nannd affected with an gil 
utitencys Which griginglly derived —4 
by Apdithough He Corrie of gur 
be Weihe i Parity and Hlalips/s of 
Goo whe. made us puromngecriegt, le 
hint; Winne 49; nat eld nor gg 
fave de chaſe! cx] Monigns, and Jucitements, 
Which ten o un ſpring vp in ur 
Ma86..2g088 gur Heath they. will not bg 
impyicd 180526 8 ing nag charged to ohr 
. far * Wen 
H and 


Of chr bes ef Mi wad, W 
ind ont öf bur Power to pre heit = | 
whatever is ſo t AHOt be (Aut IK Ad n 
Hut Matter bf Fact for "(ines then 
Yeats Has pläftiy pröved Row Tar Me cg” 
bare complied "with ther Grfupt Nie 
And given. Way to the Techpta trons | 
W. 0 the Fletch, aud the Bein, . 
Detage Ts Impi ety atid Wit le Hich 
Has fo big DA wag the World: Winch 
Tan 8 Argutttent df the iter zd 
Effects and Conſequehees, which enfudt 
upon Adam „Dudbedlertbe. But hen Gd 
Altighty created the Wörld, he forekhed, 
ER" Would Ebme 6 bats in t AHA 
ihietefbre all He Shs" and Offences of Ms 
Creatures te prefeiit to his Tfftiſte P. 
Heber, and comfidered By him as fufftible 
_"Panitfimdrits Ahhexed ts klein. Ns Heh. 
fore Alf Tings Cettalgly futtrte were Fein 
"Wis Beg nuf we eee le. 
al ite "Dechrdiviis ef God, both in 
Old and Nen, Terres #6 artbiy 1 
"ahi 2 hi Set Hime 
& he” Proves 
2 Ms a0 Hfpantett the 
e e by WHat"iv"eXpiIirly vnd 


*iy unfolded in the New; and gene- 
rally 


— But a ach State of edge Reyards 


REA r 


ing, the New Telament is che 
mentary on the Olłd. 


and; Puniſhment is is plainly revealed; in the 
Dede! of Ohriſt; and therefore Mankind 
Fur: originally at their Oy Safgned 
God for ſuch a State. The Cumminatibn 
therefog of Death upon Adam's Diſobe- 
dens is not to be underſtood as a total ind 
utter Annihilation and Extinction us his 
Being; but as Adam was made to, be an 
Image of God's Eternity; ſo by Death is 
Ggnified a future State of endleſs Mi/ety, 


which by his Tranſgteſſion Adam rendered 


himſelf obnoxious to, and which moſt ſure- 
h would be the Conſequence of his Sin, 
unleſs. by a ſincere and earneſt Repentance 
and; a true Faith i in God's Mercy, he took 
gare to preyent it: Which Repentance and 
Faith God is pleaſed, to accept of through 
the Metits and , Mediation of our bleſſed 
Lord and Sorjour Jeſus Chriſt, | 


[#4 


d chis introduces. the Chyiſtiag Dit 


.peofation, which "x hall, not now con- 
et 1. Bot 1 ſhall; Sthly aul laſtly con- 
155 With ſome e ne and 
91194 das 8 90 od at 1 , proper 


lle: 


of the State of + May in Paradiſe. 14 


proper. z from, what bas been: 1 R A 


ſaid, | 
I Firſt we. may  oblerye, that! an Ori- 
ginally in his ; Primitive Innocence was ( God's 
peculiar. Favourite, highly honoured . and 
' diſtinguiſhed by the Excellency and, Diznty 
of his 1 and his Superiority. and Do- 
minion over all the Creatures of this lower 
World. But when God took 9 lover 
Creature and placed, him in Paradiſe, he 
did. not deſign Man ſhoul d lead 4 Life of | 
Inaftivity and Lllensſs, — he permit- 
ted him che free Eajoy ment of abundant 
Plenty and Variety; for God put him into 
the Here of den fo Urls i it and to ker 
it. 


1 NM «. 


Now „ p --— * b Peg hid his pecu- 
liar Labour and Buſineſs aſſigned bim by 
| „much more is erery one of us, in tbip 
degenerate State, obliged to follow ſome 
ufeful and becoming "Employment, and 
Study in our " ſeveral reſpeCtive S/afions and 
Cond: 7ons n World. way 


<p 15 ly, 5 Let us take Notice, "th ta, "whey 


| into the, Garden 0 Ein, 
= hag 'eat © every ; Tree in 


Lara of a ns 
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rn againſt him. 


for our Support and Comfort, alt Chi 


veniencies and Enjoythents of our” L 
and unleſß e lifts up the Ligllt of bis 
Ne us, duc is 


chat in all dur Affluence and Abundahee Gf 


and Bounty beſtowed 


never Vs, a6 
8775 F * waa ai W 
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of the Wer of Kiidwhedge of Gbod' it 
Evil, under a very ſeyere Penalty, ; in id% 


— Dy. that thin care, Ibero, 2660 fol furtly 


die, From whence is to be iHfetred; 


the god Things of this Lite, we tut ult 
and enjoy them with Aber aon font 
ferance © and Sobriety, and reftrdif' dür 
inordinate Appetites re Yr > 291044 for ttt | 
we ſhould Took up to God, he te Door 
of all, and with Hearts fil of Grattude 
Thankſgiving and Praiſe bleſs and magnify 
his holy Niink with all Humility and Bi- 
verlon acknowledging hie gteat Goodhe/s 
upon us, notwith- 
ſtanding, all our manifold Sins and Provo: 


300, Let us always b. 'niddft,* ch the 
15 and Happineſs of Man corifitt# in 
divine Favour und Bling ; that we ke 
ally depend upon God for our very Heng 


the's 


194 * But 


Habe Gras f n 
But zwe conat hope or God! WU and = 
Kites ſo, and to windy ene ee e 
his'/gtod -Providendpounieh we diligently 
keep hi Comtnandments. Far ay og. fir 
Pars Lwere turned Our, ot: P aHgdije: fort ESD 0h 
their:Diſabedienee-wo-the-divine Gapmands « 
ſo ſhall wedeprive ourſelves of, G re 
tection and Care over us, and incur his Alf | 


* * * 
- 


mighty Diſpleaſure;t if we, will: pot fh: 
to be governed by his moſt tighteous Laws: 1 
IV. We ſee our fia Parents mere undua _ 
tifub and diſobedient to their Maker even in 3 
Paradiſe; and when they. were * —_—_ 
cent and upright, pure: and perfeft, in -N 
the Powers and Faculties of their mo =" 
andi therefore we, who. are. depraved. and _ 
corrupted -in, our ,Neture,, ſhould .he,.the. * 


more careful and ciroumſpect, that ye fall 
not into Sin. But as they were undone by 
the. Subrlety of the Serpent, ſo let ug be. the 
mare. watchful to reſiſt the Devil's Temp- 
tations; and ſince we of ourſelves are un- 
able to withſtand his Aſſaults, let us earneſt- 
ly apply to the Throne of Grace to help us 
in Time of need, that by the Aſſiſtance of 
God's holy Spirit we may be able to | quench 
all the 7 Darts of the Devil. | 
L - | =, 
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x46 Ofc ov 4 Man in Paradiſe 
. V. und laftly, From the Severity of the = 
1.“ Kann innere to the Probibition in the 
2 let us be admoniſhed of the evil Ne- 
; furs. of in, how odious and deteſtable it 
n God's Sight, bow contrary and repug- 
nant it is to hils moſt puse and toly Nature, 
and bos and deſtructive to his | 
_ rightoous Government of the Univerſe : For 
which Reaſon God hath referved Sag 
fate Angels in everlaſting Chains under 
Burig un the Judgment of the great 
Day,” Jude, 5. to ſhew his Indignation 
and Vengeanee againſt erte W er- 
emplary Puniſhment : 

And for this Nest G80 would ave enter 
into a new Covenant with Mankind, and be 
reconciled to them, but upon the 'Sacyyfite 
and beth of his moft dearly beloved Son, 
tharby the infinite Merit of his Propitiation 
ight be made the more ſenſible of the 

Mang eee of all Sin to his 
divine Majeſty. 

From levies aball bb prevailed upon 

to forſake dur Sins, and by Faith and Re- 
_ pentance ſue to God for Mercy and For- 
giveneſs of all that is paſt, that by the Grace 
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| bf tl prod Spine we. may live more in-Ss K M. 
offenfive and obedient Live: for the future. VII. 
Aud this Jet us beg In the Name, and through 

the Merits and Mediation of his only Son, 
dur bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
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Hun being deli red. "the a ber. | 
EE nate. Grad * Here hau 
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ate of e 
= wicked Haz 1 0ave- Craotfied 


nd flain., 5112 + di eu Quay alt 


n, eek Re Md 
lohndech aride. Gifs of 'Foagues confeffed bn 
this Apoſtles by che Inſplratien of tlie Hay 
Gbioſt, becauſe that every Man Heard them 
ſpeale us his own Language," St. Peter with 
ward L 3 the 
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3 "ft = SR ö 
The een fr. by the Prophet Joel, 
eſs Wotqͥ; of 
e, K Ne Ae 
0 _ immediately before the Text, 7+ Men 


2 e een Ne 
, 4 Man approved of God among you 


| 5 2 and Wonders and Si gr, abi 
God" y bim In ide midi of you, as ye 
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Permiſſion he was apprehended, cr 


Of A. — Cbriſ. 2 


Cauſel and Forchnowledge of God, by whole® 


and flain by them. * n n GIG 4M 
And from —— — 
it is vory evident, that the Nedemprirm of 
Mankind by the Death and Paſton of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt, was a De- 


ſign and Work of God, projected and do- 
termined in his Gwajel-and: Wiſdom, and 


fareknown to him, before he permitted-it 
Malice and Wichednefr of the yer. Whenes 
we are plainly led by the Text to take Thtt 
Conſideration the Preſcience or | br. know4 
ledge of God in general, and hie Conhſel 
and: Wiſdom in the Method and Meas of 
accompliſhing our - Redemption it particutar. 
Which two Things I ſhall make rhe Sibje# 
af. my following Diſeburſe, eonctuding 
with an Andver to 6 "material ObjeRton 
againſt u. KR» 21> 230 {#2 OVEN RS - 


31 2 1 1 ; ho "ry 2, & F * * "If 
L. Leeb the 0 
in general. 
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24 Preſcience. r os ma be 
proved ta be a divine Attribute and Fer- 
A L 4 | fecdian, 


We. 1 "of Obrift, 


feRibHi, July to be aſcribed” to God, after 


in general are ſhewn truly w belong to Hin; 
| becauſe: they dre Excellencies and PerfeRi- 
 Ivvintherhſelveg}1{and?ſa'certalaly'we muſt 
alhowi-Prefoitnce' tobe). and cheque 
far that N, becauſe they are: Pichechion. 
ir itliemſelues, we truly kttfibute them to 
God, ho is the moſt e ellent and perfect 
| Being ie can conceive. For the beſt and 
trueſt ¶Aoprebenſſun v .ν] can form in our 
Minds of God, is the Idea bf u Being, who 
js poſſeſſed of and. enjoys all imaginable and 
_ poſſible Excellvnet and Frrfetion .. 
{1 The inuiſbiè Things of God from the Ce- 
ptian of the World ave :clearly ſeen; (ſuys St, 
Paul, Rem. i 20.) bing underflood by the 
Things that ate mude, even bi eternal Potoer 
and Poabaad. And ab the Power and Good- 
neſpof God are manifeſt ſrom ſhe Q eation 
of the World, fo does his Knowledge land 


Wiſdom appear from the ſame. But every 
intelligent and wiſe: Being before he begins 
and undertakes any Work, weighs and con- 
| ſiders what he is about to do, and lays out 
and forme his Dog u hie Mind before he 
puts Nee And thetefore God 
13 Al- 


„Manner; as all his other Attribute, E 2 


Of he Orarifition” of Chriſt 
Almighty, the tfloſt intelligent, wiſe; ati ra- 8 · g M4 
Hogan, Being of all before he began the VI 


Creation, muſt certainly have zunderltes 


and conſidered What he deſigned to do 1 


Aud! as ever) feature owös It's Exiſtetice 


and proper Nature, with all it's Powers und 
Capacities” to him, as the original Author 
and firſt Cn of all Things ; ſo God cannot 
but perfectly know and underſtand the di- 
ſtint Natures and peculiar Qualities of ali 
his Creatures t And this Knowledge he miſt 
have had before the actual Exifente of the 
Creatures themſelves, beeguſe they muſt 
have pte · exiſted by their Ideas in the divine 
Mind and Intellect before their real Forma- 
tion and Production out of nutbing; and be- 
cauſe theſe: Jgeas were |the:Archerypes and 
Patterns, according to which they. were 
made. Therefore the Gredtibn: of the World 
and of all Things in it exidetitly infers the 
Preſcience of God, and that he foreknew 
the Nature and Properties, the Abilities and 
Capacities of every individual Creature in 
it; ſince no Creature can be poſſeſſed of any 
Power or Vertue, which did not derive und 
5 oy 3 list «tt + PUaLEL OT LM) — 
; (2408; ö "A ma mt He ned. -Aad 
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CY Of tha — Chrift: 
os „And as the Creatian of the World thus. 
ess the Foreknowledge of God, ſo does 
e eee, nen des over the World argue 
the lame; For it is inconceivable how God 
dean diſpoſe and order all Events, all the 
Matias and Acbiens of his Creatures, ſo as 
to make them all uſeful and ſuhſervient to 
his wiſe Counſele and Deſigns, and in the 
End. conſpire and agree to the ſetting forth 
of his, Glory, without foreſeeing what will 
eme to paſs in the World, and providing 
againſt it; and | without foreknowing. abs 
Nature and Properties, the Diſpoſitions and 
to move and act ſeverally according to their 
proper: Natires, ſome necgſariiy, others 
Freely, yet aſter all the Ie and. Event of 
all their ſeveral Motions and. AFions is cer - 
tain and infallible, and always wis ſo with 
reſpect to the rr 
of God. K 4 2608 atv KEN = 

In the Beginning God. _ d in bi 
— Creatures af different Na- 
tures Powers. and! Faculties, and. by bis 
Providence he. ftill preſerves and up- 
holds them all in Being, W 

a ab 


0 the Center . Griſt. = 


abling them them tg. perfarm „ 


inanimate Bodits. more neceſſarily, ſanſtive 
Creatures gte led and difected by / their 
are ſuffered to uſe their Liberty; to conſider 
act but aſter all their Conſaltation they wilt 
at laſt chuſe what to do, and When they 
haye made their Choice, it .docomes certain, 
and ſo it was from the Brginoing in the 
Fore-knnwledge of God. 

For t cannot reaſonably be Tappaſed, 
| that the all-wiſe-God hond make Cres 
turss, and endow. them with ſuch Gifts and 
Abilities, 28 to put them out of his Rive 
and Gouernance. Hut could not the Duſigni 
ang Enzerprizes of free Agents be certainly 
foreknown by God, and in bs Wiſdom di- 
efadand diſpoſed to ſerve the Rnd: of hiv 
Government, the World could no longer bo 
ruled and governed by the divine Providence, 
but muſt be ſubject ta the Humours and 
Caprige af his Creatures. And what an 
muff this give us of God's Previa All 
h TT 


Punttions and Offices of -Jaife and enen, VIE vm 


2x56 Of #ht Cen e, "Chriſt. 
Sen xi, Mert nd imperfeb and wiitablatcotding 
Int e ferent Wtdteſts abd Pallions an 
un n, Vor er us not eoncerve this 
| Sf Gods Ritle abi Oberen; wabom 
. 7 #0. driablentfs, "Heber Shadows of Turn 
£1 IR; James Te echt alt 0! ie 2 
I But iH $741 und Kingdoms here — hap 
Earth( we may obſerve; chat the Ounfels of 
the!Wife and Prudent are guided ant di 
ready their Knowledge! and Experience 
oft human Affairs phat they"Gorider the 
Views and Intereſts of nei Na+ 
ein and wake? Ir eför Pranted they will 
ptomdte and purſue their "ſeveral Intereſts 
and Advantages, and ucbordingly enter into 
Hikantes with them and if this be à rea- 
fongbl! ad prbbable Way of Succesbitt | 
State! 4faits umdùg wurſelves can we ſup-⸗ 
puſe that God im ihis infinite Rnoedge of 
the Nature and? Circutnſtances of all his 
_ Creatures cannot foreſee thei Morhver and 
tdatements "of 'thelt Actions, and Wat 
will certainly be the Evan iCifaucncd 
of thein? Maße Mi, who bBſerve the 
Tempers ande Diſpofcions, the Foibles and 
Weakneſſes of others; may ſoreſte their 
| be 
oh End 
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Purpoſes, and oF ar D 
ee Reargs z what Art 
nde ang Incitements will aa | upon 


ſo there an; be 0: 
Knowled ge 04 Omni uf 
It i Is indeed ve. our: Though andAp- 
prehebſiohs to conceive how God | Can Hore- 
khow- fütüre Events, which depend upon 
e Will of free Agents, Who ha their 
Liber and Freedoin Sri toni e 
by God, that ow wy blade chuſe 
what they will do; then we have no 
Redſan td believe, Fr at we finite Creatures 
ate able to comprehend the infinite Perfec- 
tions of our Almighty. Creator. To this 
Purpoſe God is pleaſed. to expreſs himſelf 
clearly by the Prophet 1/aieh, li. 8, 9. My 
Thoughts, are not your Thoughts,. neither are 
yo ur” Ways 1 my ani, ſaith the Lord. "For 
4. "the "Heavens are higher than the $6, 


fo n Ways. Eber than your Ways, and 0 
— PR Ell. han gour Thoughts. © — 
* U s odd 275; Jail 0 THz 


nd: 


il on, 


07 1. ener of Chez. 
vo Sack eric foie 25 


W e dar 
peſt; and fökhfk, F R; 
and N ih Kite Crugeif ehe 
Ver u comipheti6rd!'" Bot Abi i 2 
£568" Rerfbn for” ud t6 geh, ths 1 50 
O80" Ur any of His Attributes,” 3 [we 
may With che Atte Redon Ubny our 5 
"Bxiftence,” and the ſeveral owers 1 2 5 
culties God ath bleſſed a us withal J. for ye 
Knee not bw we "lite a and. e 7 | 
our Being; 3 but we are alſured from. hol 
Scripture, chat it is by the Concurr nce 
Co-operation of God. a xvii, 28, 
How God concury and "co-apetgins 800 
us in all our Actions, at the ſame Time we 
freely and voluntarily chuſe to att, and make 
it out Option what we do, this wwe cannot 
account for, but the Ccriptare exprelly « de- 
clares this Truth; and our daily Experi- 
ene convinces N are free Cxea- 
tres, and at the fame dependent 
God for our Being and Subſiſtenge, 80 tha 
it M no juſt Chest againſt the  Preſeiinct 
of God, that it is above our Capacity to ap- 
drehend 


Of ith Cet / c 39 


Vill. This indeed may be truly concluded 
ſrom it, that beeauſe all the Motions: and 
Adtivns of God's Creatures” were infullibly 
foreknown- to him, they muſt therefore 
de certain und conſtunt, and (immutable in 
the divins Mind, otherwiſe, Cod might be 
miſtaken and Received after his Fu. 
ledge of them. But bexthis far from/God, 
_ who canner” ry nor” be delved, not l. 
carve. Rohan zan 106 

Mi Burthought all: the Adtions, Deiires, wal 
Indlinations of Men be foreknown' by God, 
and confequently be in his Eye certain, yet 
are they not neceſſary and performed by us 
without or againſt our Freedom of M 
For as God hath made us free Agents; ſa 
he permits.us to uſe our Liberty, and leaves 
it to our Choice, hat we will do; but then 
by the Excellency of his Preſciencr God fore- 
knows how! we: thall male our Choice, and 
conſequently what we ſhall- do, aſter we 
have uſed the Liberty and Frecm of our 
Milli, which he was pleaſed ir 
ee HO 20? 2794 
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e the Manner of it, or how to re- GERN. 
concile it wich our Liberty.and Frredam f — 
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22 04 tbr Cruvifirian of Cb 0 
apt _- Fromm wheoce vie. may perceie thatithg 
. Forebnewledge:of.-God. impaſeth rio Necg/- 
* "May upon us ina Aabions; but an the cb 
traty it pro · ſuppoſes that we act voluntarih 
and make ule; of our Liberuyc and Hremun 
o. Hill; and conſeguently the di, Prix 
Aaienre lays cap Nec eſſiy on us afitber ta læes 
awey and deſtroys our, Free ii but is cou 
ſiſtent and compatible with-this-mokk excel | 
lent Ciſt of Heaven, - ud. L294} 19 e 

Aud that Preſcience is à juſt and reaſon- 
able and natural Notion, included in aur 
Lues of God, and a Perfection: genetplly 
KiclÞuted. to him, is evident from the Opt 

nion and Judgment af the Heathens, whoſe 
Sentiments vre find in ſeveral Authors con- 
forant and agreeable to this Appreborfion of 
God. I might appeal to their Opinion of 
Divination com monlyacknow ledged among 
them; and it plainly appears from their fre- 
quent Practice of conſulting their Oracles 
about Things future and uncertain and un- 
known, to themſelves, but which they did 
believe their Demons and evi Spirits could 
foreknow and foretell. But I ſhall have 
Recourſe to the holy Scriptures for the Proof 
of this great Truth, that Preſcience is a di- 
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Tel this v0 hn unte God 1 
St. J ane Wop his to Works s from te B+ 
OM Be Wile Als Xx. 18. „ 
555 18 not a Prophecy eib the l 85 L 
but What pr oft fully 105 directly roves, "and 
confirms the Forehnquwledge of © Oe? * 
11 1 pr oceed to treat a che Walch or 
God. particulatty with reſpect to dur Re 
demption, and endeayour to anſwer cor 
fiderable OMecrion which may be "be made to 
this Dil urls. LOT HD ¹¹jðie ach 
As we have before proyed and eftablitlis 
the Preſeience of God in general, ſo it mu 
be granted, that he foreknew the Fall of ; 
Alam in particular from the Beginning, and 
that before the Creation of Man he deſigned | 
to redeem him from the” Sin and Miſery, 
which were the ſad Conſequences of Adams 
Tranſgreffion.” And as at firſt in the origi- | 
nal For nation of Man we may abferve ; Ace. 
liberate Aqviee and Confultatioti! in the God- 
' head about it; for thus the Words i in "Gen. 
1. 26. un, . us mate May in our Image; 
1 was 1 great Work of öh Salvation re. 
117 100 M J Hon: ſolyedd 
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e en 
js ee 


reed upon between t 853. 


| tha mt and condagte 
by chem with the higheſt Wiſdom ang Pru- 


. dence... For it became God, as a Being of 
Infinite Purity and Holineſs, Rigbeeouork, 
Truth and Joftice, to conſult. the Honour 
e Dignity of. thoſe peculiar Arrribure, 
and to derogate nothing from, their Excel- 
legey, and therefore he would not pardon 
n Man's T We a Fan, SO a 


ment 
in diſobeying A — — Command. 
But this Satigfadtion, Man was fo fat from 
ö making. that by his continual Diſobedience 
he only multiplied and aggravated his Tranſ- 
xy greſſions. Therefore God in. his, iafinite 
1 Wiſdom. took, the Mater into his own 
Hands, and projected | the Method of our 
15 Redemption through the Merits and | Media- 
tion of his moſt dearly | beloved Son, and! to 
vindicate the ſpotleſ Purity and tec 
Righteouſneſs and Truth. of his Fa 8. 
Ne e. e to aſſume Fol Na- 


h 


| : 
475 


1 olineſs ; and thereby a 
| 55 i open fo = 
of. his Infinite © oodocls and Mercy 1 in l born 
10 Accompliſhment of 0 our Redemption, and ou 

of Love to Mankind God was pleated 15 
permit bis only h Son voluntarily to 
undertake this great Wark 7 Libour « of 
| Love ;.and.in the. Fulneſs of 7me ſen 485 
in the World to geouplith and oe: 


Fe is. the N of 90 ke which 
80 Jahn gives us in his Goſpel, God JO 
the World; that be gave bit only begotten Son, 
- that whoſoever believeth in bim, ſhould oF 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life, For. 
nt not his Son into the World to * . 
Werld, but that the Warld through bien might 
be ſaved, John iii. 16, e Lf 

Now the Wiſdom of this Moby which 
God. was pleaſed 10 take" to ) fave M ak 
| wee appears in theſe 5 Reſpecqs pets... 
I. JA. Truth and Kighteouſnefß, Ppr it 
and Holineſs, are the moſt glorious nd 
lensies W the e ae, 

E's 


. or "te che of *Dbrip. 
Beauty ah 1 hen to ell mt other 
2 ms of God; 


® took 171 chat ht Be Ml 


and 77 he Al 0 2 early Ne 
loved Son, . tbe . = Hit e ow 


Inst 


7 Mage of h Heb. 1.3 .d 
he 1 1 e A tions for the Py. 
iſhment 'of our Sin, Ja Hendur and Vm. 
fication of the Re Altude of 5 Natate, 
and me his moſt righteous Goyernitient, ant 

to Wert and Hulntain the ſupteme Auths- 
22 and 100 of hi. Laws. 
Ws God it of puter Eyes than t 22 
2 and Cantor Took n Triguity, Hub: L. 13. 
1⁰ when he determined to ſave Man, and 
remit” the Puniſhment due to his Lin, he 
took ſuch a Method of doing this, as to 
demonſtrate bis great. Love toward Him, 
When "he would With ſüch an ineſtimable 
| Price, as the Sacrifice of his'only Son, con- 
| 11 to H is Redemption ; and yet at the ſame 
Time, that Man might have 'no Encourage- 
"=D ment from ſuch _ Love” to continue in Sih, 
6 God laid before him the Odioaſneſs/of Sin, 
5 aud it's dire Conſequentes in the ad Suf- 


Aeringe of his Saviour uo deter bim from i 
5 N fir 


Of ah . G 65; 


for the future, 
 the'dreadfilsPunifhroget 2 


poct, if he would —— prevailed, upon: 
te-fortke .itor AR — 
— — 2 
of hig Purſty and Ho, Rightepaſnofai 
Trutfi and Juſtice, ich ih- LownandCgade! 
nels; Clemenoꝝ iand-Merey nee 99 
ut here licks amd Ghiation again | 
whit\k:bqye Haid in ahi Diſsoerſe, which / 
_ + If, God:foreltoew All the. Thoughts 
, Iatenwons and- Aion o, 
als Creazures and, that amg of them. 
would de impious nad wicked and ebe! 
againſh his ui Majeſty, and introdvos all 
we. Evil and Miſery; obhſervahle in the 
| World M God. is would: be tha 
Conlequence:) of. their :Greavion,) why! did 
Sad create ſuch Bei d: put it ita their 
Power to de wickedly?: Doss dot Ain magke 
Cod the Aulbor of Sin Laaſwer, No. 
Al the Sin.and. Wickeddeß ef theſe Crers 
ture is wing ta themfelves- /\Gadi made 
| Annogens and upright, and endowed 
with Liberty and Freedom of Will, 
that they might chuſe their own Happineſs, 
ae. u - and Holi 
M 3 nels, 


D 
a 


| rc 


. OR Dua of Oh 4 .M 
true 

3 17 — 1 
eee venue hor Righteouſneſs, 
"eonſequently no Happineſt. It was! 

— and juſt, good and kind 
in God to make ſome Creatures free Agents. 
But if Creatures will tniake an Ml uſe of their 
ſtee Agency, (4 moſt eoellent - Giſt in it 
ſeit) und chuſe whut ie evi};! rather than 
hut is good, and thereby render thiniſtives 
for evet imiſctable/ when it was in their 
Power to make thanifeves for ever hippy, 
their eternal Frrufria 8 from wemelvet 
to hë⁰mu it is only „ utid it: 16 hot to 
be aſerided to Gd. me leave to pro- 
duce & Paſaxe to this Purpoſe out f òne o 
the Farbers,” Thus ſays afin Mastyr tod 


his Dalegte with Tyyphe, che Je. T hav? 
befor deoionflrated, that thong Oo rene. 
1046 cou be-unjuft, tober be- Ypigeli of Mu, 

5 ner "the Cafe of 1h#ir being futh; 507 
Nlvet. Bur bat you muy Bede 
Pretence io ſay, that Chir: — nn o 

fi dern und that there * muſt a 
anne. and rbus it bu not b ohe 

 «#:rievent this, nn Gal 
5 a0 4 C bring 


be Onde Chr. 167 


being. -wi tiing- that 
follow his Counſel, was pleaſed to make them 
free Agents, thut they might cbeſe Rigbter 
ougſuc i, eudataiig them: noob , Reaſarrg thi . 
they might: m from . whinee they; received. 
\thatr,"Beingg..aud by. um they. ne. 
-aber-befirex beybiad ho Exiſtence. iy. nh: 
Hut itemaꝶ be further ohjected, If Bal 
be ſo good a Being as hes repre ſentad to 
de, and. if beſnre che Creation df the Werld, 
orithe actual Exiſtence of an Creature in 
it, hei foreſa whatever would come to paſs 
in the World from its Beginning 10 it's 
laſt Period: iI by tiis inflnite Hreſcianae he 
was certain oflithe Qonſequence of making 
rational fret Agents that ſome of thein 
would i iſuſe and miſapply their Liberty 
and Frerdhm af Action, and by that Means 
din and (Emo would maſt a ſurel/ enter 
into the Worldio and conſeqùently ſomie af 
his Creatures 3would-thereby under them - 
 ! ſelves unhappyb and miſerable fot een i 
Dod infallibiy forcknewOthis fror th Be- 
_ -gilding,.chow was it cuſiſtont with is 
Codneſs. and Kindneis to: thoſe: his: Crea- 
dates, to bring THEM: angoi eing. who . 
das N o Diνẽuu dot 20 ei dai 


hut 


both Angeli and Men ſhould . 


TY . 
denne hecertainly-foreſaw, vvuld be bt ener mi- 

VIII. M 
Dana d :O5jetfion is raiſed upon u falle 
Wundatiant lie ſuppoſos ſuch a Degree-of 
| UGroday +; im God, uns is incompatible with! 


Hrinciple of all his Actions and the Sum 
land Coinprehbnſion of all bis moral Ex- 
- oellengies and Parſeniom. It was: great Gbod- 
b ih Goth co abe Creatureb bapable of 
eternal Life and Tappineſs, and to putit 
Antp their Power and to leuwaeit to their 
Area Chace umi Option to he ſd cet happy, 
ch acting rationally and obediently to God ; 
hit if thepowill: make an illo Jie ofi their 
_ i&zberty, and chuſe to diſubey God, and act 
n 


— —— 
hich is not tom mputed to God, as the 
Autbor 
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Wolle hdr lot Sy oHG gur. World, 
nd eds Pipe bail 
of AM WOIds, and ethe Whole RIS, 


at this Age oF N but 


and wal Times, AGA drr uff Ages; Puft, pre. 


| ith hf that Wocr f | 


und Govepnrtient! of his Creatures is MHM 
niftred with e {moſt perfect Truth, NR. 


tebuſneſs, Wiſtem, zin Henne An 


' Uierefore All- As Creitures Arc th he fad 


trehted dy him devording te to ther Nulve 
and — andi the 
of their ſcveral pro- 
and 


"Applidation th 
Halen And bs no wile LegHtO 
on Earth thä les ie Ffght and 


«EI and 'confiſtent with the" Din 
W 


ods. 
eee, 


1 
mY —Vv — 
* vermag to remit all: Offences fgainſt him, 


overlook. the Violation and Contempt of 
 hisjuſt and cighteous; Leal. ſo ihn ſuprEme 
Majehy vf kibauu andi Furt the infinitely 
wile. fied deslea wich his -finful Otea 
tum pegording-, too the, Ruler of the ex. 
 ateſt; Tenb, Rghesouſheſd and; Holineſe 
Goodnefs, and; MereyJotice apduliquity. 
Bua 45; Finners by. their; volunrary{Piſtbe-- | 
diengs render thegulehyes ghnoxious:th Goti's 
. and, Sevrricns- io Godremay en 
Merey and, Favour, upon hat Termt aud 
Condigingy he pleaſes, and to hat Orestüres 
bepleaſes, [according to the, peeuliav/Nature 
; And. particular Circumſtances of their Of 
ener, And if on ſome Creatures God has 
Dompaſſion. and ſhews them Grace nnd 
Mergy, and others he condemns and makes 
them Objets10f bis Juſtice and Severity, 
this Frpeceding is very gonſiſtent with de 
Wiſdom. of his Government, and a cleat De- 
monſtration of his perfect Righteouſueſt, |, - 
Nox, this is the true State of the Caſe of 
our Redemption, by our Lord. Jeſus: Chi 
For accarding/to.St., Paul, All þ 
21d come. ſhort of \the: Geory .of God, — 
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juſtified freely by bis Grace, ibruugb the Re- S HAN. 
demption that is in Chriſt Feſus 5 whom be VIII. 
hath ſet-forth "to be Propitiation through 
Faith in his" Blood," to declare his Righteouſ- | 
neſs for the Remiſfion of Sint that are paſt,” 
through the Forbearance' of Gag; to . 
1 ſay, at this Time, his Righteouſneſs, that 
be. might be juſt, and the Juſtiſer of bi: 
which believeth in Jeſus, Rook ii. 26 
23, 26. 

And herein let! us ec; 4 
the Agreement , Gonfiftency, and Harmony of 
the divine Attributes and Perfettions ; God's 
abſolute Love of all Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs, Goodneſs and Mercy, and his utter 
Deteftation and Abborrence of all Sin and 
Tniguity, his Oe * * Jun" 
and Equily. 
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pleaſed to reveal himſelf in holy Scripture, 


and: inſtevct them in their Duty and Ser- 
vicen and the Dryotion gad Worſhyp, 2 *. 
beſt pleaſed. withal;) But moſt | 

ham Sed ziren Men, to underſtapd _ 
Natrona they ought: to; have gf him, and 
what Relation they ſtand in e him, 
ag in hat Marrer: he is to be worſhipped, 
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But when God chus loved the! W rd be 
5 the ſame Time made it appear; that He 


Hated as much the Wicktdaah. of the 


World; in that he would not forgive the 
Sins of Mankind; ànd admit them into His 
Favcur, hut 3 the Dratii aud Paſion of 
his moſt dnrij beloved San, and through 
his Merits and Mediation. Thus God Was 


pleaſed to recondile us to. binkfelf by Jeſos 
Chriſtz\through Fairb in his Bind, and Re- 
fentance for our Sins paſt, and ſincere Or- 


diner and Newonoſe of Life for the ſaturt, 


whichure the indiſpenſible Term and Condi- 


tions to de performed: by us, upon which 


alone we that} obtain Remiſfen of out Sins 
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Sex M. and all other Benefits, of Chriſt's Paſſion. 


-IX, And dhe great. Ead aud Defign of God, i 


"the. Accompliſhment of our Redemption, 
in this moſt wonderful and aſtoniſhing Man- 


ner, Was, to give Mankind the higheſt No- 


tions and Apprehenſians of his infinite Pu- 
rity and Holineſs, Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
as well as Love to them, ot in one Word 
the perfect Rec itude of the divine Nature, 
which is the Sum and Comprehenſion of all 
the moral Attributes of God, and the 
Spring and Principle of all his Operations. 
God Almighty is the moſt righteous 
Being we can conceive, and the Redemption 
of Menkind by the moſt precious - Blood of 
Chriſt js the fulleſt Demonſtration of it. 
To manifeſt his entire Love of all Righte- 
ouſneſs and Goodneſs, and conſequently. his 
utter Hatred of all Sin and Wickedneſs God 
_ was pleaſed to permit his only begotten Son, 
whom be bath appointed Heir of all Things, 
by whom. alſo. he made the World, iubo is the 
-Brightneſs.. of bis Glory, and - the, expreſs 
Image of bis Perſon, and upholdeth all Things 
by the Mord f bis Power, whom all the An- 
geli of God are commanded to worſhip; God 
was — to _ ſo great and excellent 


and 
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and divine: a;- Perſon to come down from Sen, 
Heaven, .andito, be incarnate, and to ſuffer IX. 


Death aas O'eſs for the Expiation of 
our Sins, WO en $58 oeh or 


That God mig ht redeem the World on- | 
fiſtently with his \Rightoouſnes Purity, and 
Holineſs, and to witneſs this publickly, he 


laid; the Iniquities of us all; upon hie San, 


who hath borne our Puniſhment, being 
made a Sacrifice for us upon the Croſs, in 
the Face, of his Enemies. And thus St. 
Paul, {peaking of the Redemption that is 
in Chriſt Jeſus, ſaith, hom God bath jet 
forth to be 4 Propitiation through. Faith in 
bis Blood, 10 declare bis ; Righteouſneſs. for the 
Remiſſion of Sint, that are paſt e the 
Forbegrance of God. 

And in this Metbod of our Redemption by 
the Sufferings and Death of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, God. hath. at the ſame Time moſt 
wiſely conſidered and conſulted his on 
Glery, and gur Happineſi- God's nel 
Excellencies and Perfections, both natural 
and moral, but eſpecially, his moral Attri- a 
butes and Properties, conſtitute, the; Glory: 


of the Deity. And the infinite Rügh- 


teouſneſs and Holineſs of God, or the 
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od of Man's Salvation in his moſt con- 


furnmate * on and Counſel from: the Be- 
ning. VET | I! 
T. he "raſght plainly appear, "Har Goa 
1 righteou? in all bis Ways, and Boly in all 


Bs Works, he would not forgive the Sin of 


Man, Without ah Amends and Safi5fattion 
made ſuitable to his Sanity and Holineſs. 


Aud God Hons is infinite; he is'infi- 


ſoved and at an immenſe Diſtance 


horn Sin and Eil. And that Mankind 


might thus concefve of him, and be tho- 


roughly corwinced of this great Truth, he 


exited an Atonement for Sin from à 
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Dings, and do cant them but! Dung, that d S P. 
may win Chriſt, Ann — 


| whence: we may perceive hat Reirſon SOR 
Paul had to derrrmine dot een, 
among the Corinthians fave Fefus: Chriſt and 
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It may be objefted; Could not God have 
pardoned the Sins öf Mankind upon their 
true Nepentance only? Or if the Tur 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of God, aid the 
Reaſons and Wiſdom" of his Government and 
Providence: required further Satiifadtion, 
us there no other Perſia inferior to the 
Son of God, that was capable of making irdꝰ 
When rhouſand thiuſands miniſtered unto 
God and ren thouſand! Nimes tem thoufanid 
Nobd before bim, Dan, vii! 10, Was there 
no Blefibd Angel nor Spirit in Heaven, nels 
ther Charubim nor Seraphim worthy to un- 
dertake the Redemption of Mankind but 
only the eternal Syn of the Nutber N ie 
In Anſwer to the firſt Part of this 
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infinite + Willem :Gnodeels: und Merey, 
farmed the and Mephod of. their Bal 
Vatiqn th the Acritt and Mediation of 
gur Lord, and Sayiggr Jafus Shriſt. And in 
thi Deſgu andi Fupgd Goll gi rededen 
Man after his firſt and i Sin; no Re- 
gard Wag had to Adam a Repentance far n, 
which he.gave,'ng: He af. and there ſore 
his Repentance was: not the Reaſon and n. 
ducement in- God to cantsive the Way and 
Means of hie balvgtion, dn gel God's 
| free Gracs and Marcy. xx 
„And as dhe Redemption « Man was an 
A& of God's free. Grace end Mercy, ſu God 
mY Nt perfect Liberty to take- what Method 
e pleaſed to accompliſh. it. And if in his 
Infinite Miſdum he judged it was, maſt don- 
ſiſtent and, compatible with his inviotable 
Trath and .Righteouſue/i, to redeem Man 
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But let us conſider that all Sin is an Of. 
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and conſequently: renders the Sin ob- 
noxious to init Puniſimont. For the 
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to the Dignity and Excellency of the Perſon 
affanded: As it js a greater Crime to rebel 
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II. ſhall now by Wuy of AppliconSux 
draw! — 8 —— IR. 


1. Iis ieee gen nta 
Deſign of the Chro/tibn Religion, from the 
Excellency and Purity of it's Doctrines ani 
Precepts, and from the Method and Means 
God took to redeem us by the Sarrifiee of 
the Death of Chriſt, that Truth and/Righte« 
ooſhneſs; arid Holineſs; or the perfect Recti- 
tube of his Nature, is the governing Prin- 

tipls" and primary Property of the Deity, 
To declare his Righreouſneſt for the Remiſton 
of Sins that art paß, Gad bath ſet forth 
Fefus to be a Profitiation through Farth'in 
bis Blood, according 70 8t. Nu — in. 
> y i 2h 

MEI eught by st. Pazi to | 
_ conetive of the Righreouſneſs 'of God from 

the-Redamprion tliat is in Chriſt Jeſus 3 fo 
If we duly conſider che Marter, our natural 
Neufen will lead us to entertain the ſame 
Notion as the moſt excellent I we can 
i em in our: W "Ou: * 


n 
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— God, — 


be 


sl Aube the moſt eroellant / Bing they n len- 
IR. ceive.r But: now we cabnot concrive 4 


ine Excellency than the rationai a 


of any Being, hich though in an inferior 
Degree in ourſelves, dignifies and exalts us 
above all the Creatures here on Eartk. 
But Rigbrecuſueſi is the Her and Perſer- | 
Lion of all Reaſon; Therefore: Righteouſneſs 
is the ſupreme Excellency we can conceive; 
and therefore moſt properly to be aſcribed 
to God, as the Head and Principal, the 
great Autbor and Origin of all ratianal 
Beings. A Love of Truib and Rigbteouſ- 
neſe is the moſt excellent Affection, and 
therefore the moſt worthy Property we can 
impute ta God. And a Conformity of Prac- 
tice to Truth and Righteouſneſs is the ſu- 
preme Excellence and Perfection in general, 
and therefore very properly belongs to God, 
as the moſt yrrfect and exceilent Being. 
Thus the pure and uncorrupted Principles 

and Dictutes of right Reaſon, and the natu- 


ral Ligbt of our Minds, if juſtly regarded 
and attended to, confirm us in our Notions 


and Conceptions of God. Thus we find 
God deſcribed and repreſented in ſacred 
bas in the New Te/tament, but 


mofi 
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moſt eſpecially in the Account thereincgiven, * 


of our Redemption eee 


him, crucyfied,: A bas ene A yn 


And — — wis of Gods 
Love of Truth and Righteouſaeſs, and con- 
ſequently of his Hatred of Sin and Wie- 


 kedneſs, to give up his only Son to ſuffer 
Deatb upon the Croſs, that, be. might expi- 


ate and waſh away our Sins in his Blaod, in 
Vindication af God's Righteouſneſs and Ho- 
lineſs; that conſiſtently. with the Honour 
and Dignity of God's Majeſty, as the ſu- 


preme Lerd and Governor of the Univerſe, 


he might receive Mankind into his Favour 
again, and upon the gracious Terms of the 
Goſpel Covenant give unto them eternal Life? 
What Love of Truth was this, what Indig- 
nation againſt Sin was it, that could prevail 
upon God to permit his moſt deatly beloved 
Son to undergo ſuch; Sufferings, to ſave us 
from the Puniſhment; due to our Sins, and 
that for the future we might live holy and 
Tighteous | Lives, and thereby inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven? And what Conde- 
ſcenian, what Aboſement was this in God's 
eternal Son, to ſubmit freely and-voluntarily 
ſuch a painful and eg Death, even 


the 


19 Of ne — teaſe 
| -Bownne.the Deurb ef the Troſs for dur Sakes, Bil 
TX. at the fame Tithe to ſatiefy his Futhefes 


Righteouſneſs and Purity? Before God's i. 
Jured Ercan und 2 were juſtified; 

and the d Indighity offered by the 
Sim of Mati'sgaibſÞ God's #ighlrbus Govir n- 
men compenſated and full Amend made, 
bis Mercy to his finful and miſerable Orids | 
ture was reſtrained and ſnut up; Gods par- 
ticular Love of Goodneſs and Merry was ovef- 


wlad by de gehetal” Loe of Truth and 


Righteeumeſs; but when Jubirr was done 
to this general Afetion, then God fo loved 
the World, chut be gave bis only begotten” Son, 
that whoſoever belicbetb in Biur, font nor 
periſh, but have” everlaſting” Life: For Gol 
et ner; ir Son into #heWorld'th conderin' the 
" World, bur that the Fed de ls 
might be ſave,” John ili. T6 177 . 
⁊ ay, From what hath been ſaid; 1 
what Truſt and Confidence may we hope 
and be aſſured, that God is platable and 
merciful, and defireth' not the Death of a 
Sinner, but rather that he would turn from 
His Wickednef# and live? And we are er ö 
preſly told in Scripture upon what Term 
| ae is pleaſed to makr Over- | 


tures 
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tures to us of Pardon and Forgiveneſs ed rng. 


our Sins paſt, vig. our Fuß in Chriſt's IX. 


Merits, and ſincere and univerſal Obedier 
for the future Upon theſe Terms God wos 
in Clriſt nrcvmtiling the World unto himſelf, 
not inynting theiv-Treſpaſſes to them, Be ye 
therefore ' reconciled. ta God,  ' For be hath 
made him to be Sin for us, who knew no. Sin ; 
that we'might be the Righteouſneſs of Cod in 
him, 2 Cor. v. 19, a0, 27. 

And what Satisfaction, what Comnket 3 Ig 
here to a Sinner, eonſeious to himſelf of © 
the Number, and Weight, Indignizy, and 
Provocation of his Sins? What Eaſe, what 
Peace, what Joy to a wounded Conſeience, 
truly ſenſible of and deeply touched with 
the Guilt of paſt Offences, and terrified and 
affrighted with the Dread and Horror of a 
future Judgment and. everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment? How. comfortable muſt the "Words 
of our Saviour Chriſt be to a true Penitent 
under Sorrow and Compunction for his Sins, 
Come unto. me all that travel, and are beavy 
laden, and 1 will refreſh you, Matt. xi. 28. 
How muſt he rejoice to hear St. 7obn lay, 
if any Man fn, we have an Advocate with 


the Father, Feſus. Grip the righteous, and 
be 


194 07 "'rhe Chir INE of © Chrsft. 
SEN N be #5"the Prupitiarion for our Sins," 1 Jolin 


N. 


Ii. 1. Not all the Learning of Greece or 


None, not all che Viſdim of their pro- 


foundeſt Pbilgſepbers, nor all the Empires 
- and Dominiont, Powers and Riches of the 
" Univerſe could bring ſuch glad Tidings of 


Jey to a miſerable Sinner, and wont we an 


all acknowledge ourſelves to be. 


34. With what Affection den with 


hat Gratitude and Obedience ought we to 


receive this wonderful Diſpenſation of Good- 


"nefs and Mercy towards us through Chriſt ? 


Behold what Manner of Love — Father 


bath beflowed upon us that we ſhould be called 


the Sons of God, 1 John iii. 1. And accord- 


ing to St. Paul, F we are the Children of 


Ged, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and joint 
Hetrs with Chri ;/t, Rom. viii. 17. Heirs ac- 
cording to the Promiſe, Gal. iii. 29. Heirs 
of the Kingdom which he bath promiſed fo 
them that love him ; according to $t. James, 


. 


Thus St. Paul Watt and magnifies the 


Love of God towards us; When we were 


yet wit bout Strength, in due Time Cbriſ died 


for the Ungodly. ' For ſearcely for a righteous 


Man will one die: yer Peradventiure for a 
good 
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good Man ſome would even dare to die. But SERM, 
God commentdeth bis Love towards us in that AX. 
while we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died fora, 


Rom. v. 6, 7, 8. While-we were yet Sin- 
ners, that is, Rebels and Traitors againſt 
God, and conſequently under Sentence of 
Condemnation, and juſtly liable to the hea- 
vieſt Sufferings for our wilful Rebellion and 
Apoſtacy; when there was no Eye to pity 
us, when we had no Strength to help our- 
ſelves, when we lay weltring in our Blood, 
obnoxious to the Wrath and Vengeance of 
God Almighty. At ſuch a Time God was 
pleaſed to commiſerate our Condition, and 
to ſend the Son of his Love out of his Boom 
to reſeue and deliver us out of the bitter 
Pains of eternal Death: And not only ſo, 
but to take us again into his Favour, and to 
give us the bleſſed Hope of eternal Life. 
Herein is Love, faith St. Jobn, 1 Ep. iv. 
10. Not that. ve loved God, but that he loved 
us, and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for 
our Sins. Let us therefore walk in Love, 
as Chrift alſo hath loved us, and given him- 
ſelf a Sacrifice for us, and died for us, that 
we ſhould live together with him. 
ih) O 2 Atbiy, 


2-390 Of the Crucifixion of Chrisi. 
.SBRM.  47bly,, When we conſider the Method God 
IX hach been pleaſed to take in the Aoromplifo- 
= mens of our Salvation, by the Death af his 
Sox ; that ſo divine a Perſon, ſo dear to his 
| Father, ſhould be made'a/Sactsficefor our 

Sim; and that the eterna Sn of God ſhould - 
{© far condeſcend, and abaſe himſelf ſo low, 
as to leave the Man/ions of immortal Bliſs 

and Glory, and be contented to undergo the 
Higheſt Indignittes and Abuſes here on 
Earth, to live in Poverty, Diſgruce, Aſlic- 
tion, Pain, and Anguiſb, and at laſt to ſuffer 
| a moſt ignominious and cruel Death, even 
mee Dear of the Croſs, that by his Bine 
= he might make Expration for our Sins; 
when we reflect on this, how evil and ma- 
lignant muſt we think the Nature of all 
Sin to be? How odious. and deteſtable in 
God's Sight? How oppoſite and repugnant 
to his moſt pure and holy Nature? For we 
muſt well obſerve and always remember, 
that our Sins were the Cauſe of all Chrift's 
Sufferings. He was wounded for our Tranf- 
greſtont, and was bruiſed ſor our Intquities ; 

- the Chaſtiſement of our Peace uuas upon him, 
Nen n pins we henied, Ia. iii. 5. 


8 1 How 


07% he Crucifaeton df bi. wn 
He could God have gwen a fullersuw um. 
Proof and clearer Degronfir ation of his utter IX. N 
Hatred end Auenſan 10 n, Uran by per- 
mitting his only begattes San to ſuffer ſuch 
grievdus Pains and Agonies in Atonement of 
it? To make us duly ſenſtblæ of the Hei- 
wouſugff oft our. Dffences. againſt God, and 
the dite Efe#s'of his Mratb and Indignation 
which we incurred thereby, he let fall ſuch 
a Storm of Vengtance upon his moſt dretly 
our Iniquities and Provocations, when we 
behold the moutnful Tragedy of out Sa- 
viqum 4 Death and Paſſion? If God in his 
—— thus afflicted him, when he 
was only our Surety, and undertook to make 
Satisfaction for our Sins, what Puni/hment 
ought we to expect, who are the Principals 
and alone the guilty Actors? And how can 
we thus requite the Love, of our dear Re- 
deemer in dying for us by perſiſting in our 
wicked Profices,, when they nailed him to 
his Croſs, and we by them erucify to out- 
ſelves the Son of God afreſh, and = him 
40 an open Shame," \ Tn NN 
| + +»5thly and laſtly, ae 
| template upon the ineſtimable Benefits and 


O3 Bleſſings 


198 Orbe \Crutifizion' of \Ch/i. 
82882 hath/purchaſed for us by his 
Blond. Let us think what an ihfinite O4- 
' ligatiog he hath laid upon us: by-redeeming 
us from a State of Slavery andiMifry, in 
a which we were involved through the Power 
and Hranny of Surun, and the Dominion of 
© our Sind, by reſcuing us from the Fows of 
Hell and eternal Torments'; by obtaining for 
us: Remiſſon of our Sh, reconciling "us" to 
God, and re- inſtating us in his FD and 
Love, and making ub Tier, of his Bor bur 
Kingdom in Haun. 
How can we conceive in our Hearts ſuch 
1 infinite Aer cies without loving and obeying, 
$ praifing'and" adoring the Aurborarid Giver 
=% of them With what Joy and Thankfirneſs 
muſt we extol and magnify his holy Name ? 
Wat Honour and Glory, and Bleſedneſs 
are due to him for all the Benefits he hath 
beſt8wed upon us? Who can ſufficiently 
declare his Geode and Loving-Rindneſs 
towards us? Who can 5 N ſet forth 


all his Praiſe? muy vd 

14 1 Je ee 4. 80 deo 18 24 
Worthy is the Lamb that ee re- 

ceive Pouer and Riedes," and Miſdom and 


\* - 


Foe v a SET damifiont gt 1s 2 Strength, 
1 2 A 2 


” * ” 
, _" 4 ' * 7 - 
1 1 , - 7 * \Þ4 * = 7 
1 by by 
N 25 ny 
” 


9 
Of - the Crucifixion ef _ Chriſt 199 
Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſ-S E Ru. 
ing. And let every Creature, which is. in IX. 
Heaven and on Earth, . ſay, Bleſſing and Va 
Honour, and Glory and Power be unto him 

that fitteth upon the Throne, and unto the 

Lamb for ever and euer, Amen. Rev. v. 

1 13 


& | * 
' * - * 
5 N N , ö 
: , 
. * 
E995, D oceans) . »33.0 
: (5+ 3 * Sonn Bu! X. 
* — ** 11 I * * N — W k 7 
. F n 12 2 N! Wa 1 f s 7 
AAA 288 hay 6 IRE Py "Meh VL > WEL) {33> \ Yo 
| . 4 2 5 7 4 1 \ + ba. * 1 wh & * 18 LY: 3 "=. N Wen 7 N , 
y * a wS 6 + ho. \ os tf 4. 4 84 S „ 7 1 l 1 %. o Ht A 
* > ” 
"act S * \ i 1 \ {41 X. © Wi 0 * ud \ 
FR OED 4 NR 
* : = ©... E 0 ws ” x 
w © . * hs 1 x * 2 i : 4 
FF [I New 1 2 A * ha * 08 24 * 9 . TY WED A. - 
* e RPG Ya 4 EY, 
4 vw rn din bn 4 0 Yb a a 4 \ «a+ $44 * *\ 
« N * 4 * q L a 
1 C # , 4s oy mme * * N 
, a, 4 LI a wh. a 
4 ; 4 4 wh «Fi A! ALD * Vo. 4.4 + id 11 * 4 2 \. +» % . —_— 
4 * , b 17 * 72 * 1 
2 4 - A + * * oF . - 37 L "_ * . A 
" 4 * C 
| * * L 
l * 4* * * p - « » 4 „ * 
7 Po , "ISLET * g Is * ** 8 4 1 & $ 
[i 4 
5 * 7 * : 1 P 
A 1 f 
i : 
* 4 a 4 
— . 
E * 
— i , . "$* 
4 — CY * * . * * 1 & 6 8 2.9 
94 4 » 3 n „ 0 
g / 
, . 
| * 4 . 71 - : 
. 198 : * Fax 
4 1 4 2 
Wy — 2 . 
| * * #4 f 
| 26 8 E60 
as * {} . * * 
5 4 ' 
11 
4 g % 
þ 4 % 
1 
; 
;, © 
b x ly 
F 5 4 m þ " - 
* wt 
4 4 


IN. » 10 . a 2413; 10 (163187 1958403 


a 


8E A ο 
Of e Mediation of 


unn 19 30% the. 
aon od} pas wa» 


* Due 

MS 590060000000 00009 
oidsrimbe. 200 node, eau. e nir 124 
T6, 0 . 1 T4 Mn ii. - 


For there is one Gogh "and one We 
 diator between Got und Man, the 
"May" Chrift "Feſur; "who. "Fs 
himſelf Ne le Ti fo al, le 
: bee, n aui i. F 18h III b | 
— HE great pat! . 4 
jy daten of all Religion is the, Be- X. 
lief of one only ſupreme Being, 


the God and Father of us all, | 
and [the Lord and Governor of the Uafterte. 9 
And the principal Article of the ( Chriftian | 
Faith is the” Acknowledgment of one Me- "il 
dintor between God and Man, the Man ; | 


cνν, 


N . 


Al 


7 


it. 


won 


— 


ndt at this Time & Jiſcourk courſe; of the. Unity of 
the Guben o cone yſetf örrty to the 
Conſideration of the Doctrine of Chri/?'s 


ge iP 60 whiqh Argument 
Fanhder, Gods irigiiar, Pais gehn 


"Ki Appointment of Chriſt to be a Medi- 
actor, and the Commiſſion and Authori ity 
Wrcls ihn tö AAA ween GZöd And us: 
Wherein we may. 1 admirable - 
Wiſdom: Anck Excellent of this Met bod of 


Ye ue ano wo u Nn 
the Ml hep. Conſideration the 
when G s Pleaſed to 0 


I 


(08 \Þ 
TW * E A eng 8 | 
and Men, the 1M; fu 7% J 
III. This ilk r fi me to ol 


deration of the Office of Chtiſt, as a Medi- 


ter between GO and Men, 97 1 hey 
| £ wheteinhis Media ation doth conſiſt 


I . f _ 


„ [ ſhall a. God $ Sigel Beg, 
ml and Appointment, of Chriſt to be a 
Mediator, and the. Suites, wh Autho, 
e 4 gf 515 xity 


R 203 F463" Bat 
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Of be \ Mediatizneny Chriſt 


rity given himqo,mediate between e Iacaos 


us: Wherejn we may obſerxe the admirable 
Wiſdom aod.Excellenge .of-this Method; of 
Man's\ Salvation. {3d 13 2 
A God.;Akighty is; the moſt rational 
Being we can conceive, and we afę afſurec 
in Scripture, that the Lord is righteous in al 
bis Ways, and holy in all tus. Works, Pl cxlx 
217 ; ſo we may truly make. the Rightzqu(: 
neſs and Holineſs of God the Baſis) and 
wt 27 pr all our Reaſoning and Judgy 
ing about his Operations and [Proceegings 
in in al Cafes. If therefare g reflect onthe 
Creation of the World, we muſt believe it a 
Mork of God, undertaken with the mpſt 
conſummate, Reaſon; Miſdum, . and.. Counſel, 
And if we conſider the, Providence of ad, 
we muſt think the World is preſerved; and 
goverged. by, the, moſt righteous, beſt, 40d 
wiſeſt Laus. When therefore God 
Men in his, own Image, after his 3 
to reſemble bim in Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs, in which, according to St. © Poul 
- Eph. iv. 24. the Image. of God did prin- 
cipally conſiſt, it was undoubtedly Man's 
Duty to follow the Dictatet of his Reaſon» 
935 * any Command of his. Maker, to 


whom 


* 
23 | 
* „ 
; 
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Sub Hotty he owed His very Being, and was 
. üer che Higheſt Obligations '©6 render all 
poffibie Verte and Obrufrure: a When 
therefore Man diſobeyed God's 25e Com 
th —— 2 
fre, andaekat HE had juſtiy incurred the 
White —— & ; and thert ! 
ford he was aHald of ſceing God, and hid 
HARP: From(® in Fretntr. But God; as 
tue ſuprẽme ind enbſt righteous Dobro of 
the? Univer" Lguld net eotffiſtently with 
Hi "Righteouſneſs 4nd ue pals by this 
Affrönt and Indignſty öffered to his divine 
Nahe in Coriteripe-of his Authority, and 
Viehtivh of fils poſitive” Command,” without 
At end made, ſuitable and competent to 
E met pure and holy Nature: Therefore 
So Was pleaſed to have public Satisfaction 
e Sight of the whole World, 
| befte Ages antt Mer, to repair this Itjury | 
and Diftivtiour” done to his moſt excellent 
Nie, that Ne inp lit declare the Righte- 
dreſs, anck vindicate che Jui 1 
of His amin ain and Government, an 
the Hacken and bm of his molt holy 
Laws: To illuſtrate and difptay the Glory 
of tits Mine Itributet the moſt perfect 
tog v f N Necti. 
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Recbitude of bis Nature; his Love of All Se x n. 
Truth, Goodneſs and Vectue in general, X 
and particularly his Grace. and Mercy, to 
Mankind, but at the fame. Time his utmoſt 
| Abhorrence and Deteftation of, all Sin and 
Iniquity, for theſe weighty | Reaſons it be- 
came the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
—— g ry n. R the; Ale: of 
Now $in-is the Trayfereſſon of God's 
Lou a Denial of his Authority, an Inſult 
and Rebellion againſt his Government, and a 
Subverſion of the wile Order and Conftitu- 
tion of the Univerſe, as far as it is in the 
Sinner's Power; and all this committed 
contrary to all the Obligations of Duty, In- 
genuity, and Gratitude, Fidelity and Alle- 
giance by a Creature, who is indebted. for 
his very Being and Subfiſtence to his Sove- 
reigu Lord and King : And, this Outrage 
and Indignity is offered to 2 Being of infinite 
Majefy, and of the moſt ee 


and perfect Nature. 
And Sint are not — greater or leſs ac- 


cording to the Malignity of their Nature, 
but the Sinfulneſs of the Offence riſes in Pro- 


portion | to the Dignity of the Perſon of- 
fended 


_ * = 4 
= 4. 
0 * 
4 * 
4 * 


of 'the Mediation of e 
ended and the Unworthineſs of the of: 
; and in this Caſe the Offender is God's 


Crecture under the utmoſt Obligations of 


Duty and Obedience to his Maker; and the 


Perſon” offended is God, a Being infinite in 


—. — * adorable Excellencies and Per- 
f So that any finite Creature ſeems 
Merle of eſtimating and judging of the 
infinite Heinouſneſs of the Crime, and con- 
ſequently unable to make —— _ 


SariifuGion for it. 


In this Breach and Enmity varkedels All 


mighty God and his baſe and moſt unwor- 


thy Creature, the eternal Son of: God was 
pleaſed voluntarily to undertake and agree 
with his Father to compoſe the —— 


ere Reconciliation. | 4 


And in Vindication and nn of 
his Father's Honour and | Dignity, to aſſert 
the Truth and Righteouſneſs of God's Go- 
vernment, the Autbority of his Laws, and 
the Obedience and Submiſſion due to them; 
with the Fuftice of the Puniſhment threat- 
ned upon the tranſgrefling them, he gene- 
rouſly and freely ſubmitted to make full and 
ample Satigfaction for the Sins of Men- 
Bur the Wages of Sin is Death; And there- 


fore 


07 0 Wann it Obit 225 
fore the Sn bf God offeted himſelf u Sor. x we. 
ge in cut Nature for Sin to God, that by X., 
the Digtiity and Excelleticy of his Mail 
united to the Gogbead,” and the Tgnominy and 
Acerbity of his Death. he might make a 
full, perfect, and ſufficient Oblafion and Sa- 
tigfaction for the Sins of the whole World. 
Thus our bleſſed Saviour gave bimſelf'a Ran- 
om for all, to be teſtified in due Time. For 
God the Father was well pleaſed with this 
voluntary Undertaking of his Son, and ac- 
cepted his meritorious Death and Paſſion, ag 
the full Price of our Redemption. 
When our Redeemer had thus: vindicated 
his Father's Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, Hb- 
nour and ' Dignity, by making Sari fac on 
for our Sins, upon the Merit of his 
himſelf a Ranſom for all, he offers red 1 
a Mediator between God and Men. And 
God was ſo well ſatisfied with what our 
bleſſed Saviour propoſed, that he accepts of 
his Mediation, and empowers and autho- . 
riſes him to tranſact all Afairs between him-- 
ſelf and the ſinful Sons of Men. For. God 
being the Party offended, and the ſupreme 
Lord and Governor of his Creatures, who 
were the other Party, that had committed 
G2 = 


298 Yah the Madiation of Giri. 
A erer np he Perjon dad een Right 
take upon himſelf the ee gf .a Medi 

2 er, and to be an Agent both Parties 
without God's Conſent ; and. unleſs he was 
appointed and commiſlionedthexeto by him. 
© | And Gods Aucberic and. Deſignation alone 
pie ſufficient in this Cale, becauſe. his 
Creatures are hound to ſubmit. and gcquieſce 
in whatever he juages ri ht and ręaſonable, 
Whois, the Sourge 90 8 of all Trusþ 

and Righteouſneſs, When therefore, God 

conſſituted and appointed our Sayiour to be 

huis Vicegerent, and to take care of his Con- 
cernments, he permitted him alſo at the ſame 

Time to mediate and intercede, and to be- 

come an Advocate for us, to take our A 

ters into his Hands, and to plead our Cauſe 
in the Court of Heaven. 

And what a Scene of Love and Rindaeß 

in, our bleſſed Saviour does this open to our 

= - Viem and Contemplation thus to condeſcend 
| to he a Sacrifice upon the Croſs for us, and 
continually to preſent. to his Father the in- 
eftimable Value of that Sacrifice for the 
Remiſjien of our Sins? And what amazing 
Goodneſs and Mercy was it in God the Fa- 
ther to ſuffer his moſt dearly 8 
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| ment due to his Offence, which 'was certain 


cons TY 


% 1, 


Drath,abeording to God's exprels Commi- _ 8 


nation, He becime alichated and cltranged 


froti "Ga: 'and avoided bis Prefence, con- 
ic of 8 Guilt, and therefore afraid to 


appear before the divine Majeſty in his owh 
Bea And it became not the moſt pure 


ng 5 holy Nature of God to admit a Sinner 


to, his Preſence, whilſt he continued in 

is Sin, without any Ouertureſ made of 
Amend to his injur d Purity and Holineßß. 
Therefore to demonſtrate his Hatred and 
Averſion to all Sin, and conſequently his 
Anger and Indignation againſt all Sinners, | 
to declare how odious and offenſive, and i in- 
compatible with his abſolute Righteouſneſs, 
Tr uch, and Holineſs all Wickedneſs is, and 


that he is of purer Eyes than to bebold Evil, 
and cannot look, on Iniquity, H abak. i. 1 33 


*that all his Creatures might have adue Con- 
*ception, and a Juſt Eſteem and Veneration 
cf bis b moſt [acred Ma jeſty God was pleaſed 

to admit of a . his moſt dearly be. 


15700 Son, ho Vo 5 040 conſented, and 


"agreed fo go between and Men; and 
in Vet ettue of 7 giving himſelf 2 Ranjo bm for 
P 3 all 
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Argos all Men undertock 4g ointereede * | 


God and them ant 1 


A When Chriſt by bis, Odediengg ang Spt. 


. the Sins of | Rn thus 1 0e 
1 vindicated the; Honour and Dj nity * 
His Government from the 2 * N. Con- 
tempt of, bis rebellious Creatures, 1 
Mediation and Interceſſion, God was pleaſed 
| to let go his Anger and Dif lealure 1 10 
be reconciled to the ſinful Sons 9 
upon certain Terms and. Conditions whic 
St. Paul declares i in ene tal t to be Repentanee 
g towards God, and with. towards our Lord 
Jae C e, Res er 11. 
And when. Chriſt made Reconciliation 
between God and Men, it was bis O ce, as 
Medi, ator, between, both Parties to take 
| care of the Intereſts and Concernmients of 
both; to ſecure his Father's Honour and 
ET by pleading a Sacrifice” for the 
Sins of Men; and 5 I their Salvation, 
provided they performed the. Cond ditions 
agreed upon between God, and him. And 
Ibat hi he might fully' diſcharge this 77 ruſt, he 
took upon him the Office of a Prophet, 
rie and Kirg. | e 2 | 
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don from Heaven, and aſſumed our Na-ꝗ E RM. 


fure, and converſed with the Sons of Men; 
that he might reveal to them his Pather's* 


Salvation, inſtruct them in their Duty, and 
ſet before them his moſt perfect Pattern of 
Obedience. And when he had fully per- 


formed the Righteouſneſs of the Law, he. 


ſubmitted to be ſacrificed for us, and is now” 
ſet at God's Right - hand in Heaven, and he 
is appointed to be Head over all J _ o the 
Church, Eph. i. 22, 

But it muſt abs horemeribered) een 


8 God was in Chriſt reconciling the World 


unto himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes 
unto them, it was upon theſe two Condi- 


tions, viz. That we truly repented of our 


Sins paſt, ſtedfaſtly reſolving to amend our 
Lives for the future; and have a lively Faith 


in God's Mercy through Chriſt. Theſe 


Conditions St. Paul publickly taught from 
Houſe to Houſe; teflifying both to the Fews, 
and alſo to the Greeks, Repentance toward. 
God, and Faith e our Lord Ys —_ 
Acts xx. 21, 22. 

But after all our Reſolutions hath Endes- 
e den our Lives, our Obedience 

| P 4 to 


X. 


Vill, and declare the Conditions of their 


216 % the Medigtitn of: Chis. 
ne hay Laws and Commandments is 
vet ſhort and imperfect, and ſuch as would 
nat be plraſing and acceptable to God; but 
1 Chriſt, his Merits and Mediation. 
But upon Account of |Chrift's moſt perfect 
Obaedianer, and his Suffering: for dur Sm, 
through his Mediation in our Behalf,” Ged 
t pleaſrd to accept our fincere and hearty 
-Endeavours to perform his Will, as if we 
Had fulfilled all : Righteoufurſe-; whereas in 
Neality the beſt of us muſt acknowledge, 
We are all as an unclean Thing, and all our 
Nigbteonſueſſes arr as fltiy Rags, Iſa. Ixiv. 
b. in his Sight, did not Chrift bear the Ini- 
-quity'of the holy Things. So that all our 
Ignorances and Infirmities, all the Imper- 
ſections and Defects of our beſt Obedience 
and Services, which we can render unto 
God, are overlooked by him through the Me- 
Tits of his beloved Son; and any Man fin 
we baur an Advocate with the Father, Feſus 
Chrift the righteous ;" and be is the * 
e ere Sins, 1 John i. 1, 2. 

In the Beginning when God created 
Man, he made him upright, pure, and per- 
ſect; and as ſuch, an Obedience was re- 

On oF him cntre'anddull,: without De- 
fect 


| Of ile Mediution" of Cbrifti) 
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ſect or Alloy, in Proportion to his moſt 8 


collent Powers and Facultlos; but bent), A. 
his Diſobedirnce Ris NMatnre was 
and corrupted; he was unable of himſelf to 
perform exact and 'compleat Righteouſnbſs. 
But when Qhtiſt became dur Madiater hpon 
the 'Ferms and Conditions of our Faith and 
Ohedienge, he ohtaiued for us the Aſſiſtanee 
of ;God's.:boly Spirit, hy whoſe Lufluence 
and Operation, / concurring with our ſyicere 
. Refolutions, we are enabled! to render unto 
God ſuch Service, as he will accept thtough 

Chriſt +, But then we mult be very diligent 

and careful, that we be ſincere and hearty 

in the Performance of our Duty, and after 
all we muſt rely upon Chriſt's Med/ation 
and Merits alone for it's Acceptance withGod. 
The other Condilion of our Neconciliation 

to God was Faith toward our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; now by Fzith toward our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, we may underſtand, our Bevef of 

the whole Gofpe/ of Chriſt in general, as a 
true Revelation. proceeding from God but 

I ſhall genſider the Words here ig a te- 

ſtrained/Senſe; particularly with reſpe& to 

our being reconciled to God through Gbr1/i's 


Medi atton. And in this Senſe the Words 


ſig- 


| Sz nf. ſignify, that we believe, that out. Sins are 
X. forgiven us, and we teſtored to. God's Fa- 
„door and Love, and ſhall be Inheritors of 
eternal Life, through the  Righteayſne/s and 
Deatb of Chriſt, and his Jar eregſton for us 

at God's Right hand in Heaven. For by 
the Deeds of tbe Law ſhall no Feb be juſi- 
fied in God's Sight, Rom. iii. 20 Pr 41 
have finned and come ſhort of abe Glory of 
God, being juſtified freely. by bis Grace, 
through "the Redemption that is in Jeſus 
Chrift, 23, 24. But by Faith we believe, 
that we are counted righteous in God's 
Sight, Chriſt having biorted 'out' our Sins, 
by nailing the Hand- uriting that was againſt 
us," to bis Croſs, Col. ii. 14. And that as 
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 
unto him for Righteouſneſs, Jam. ii. 23. 80 

if «ve believe on him, that raiſed up  Feſus 
our Lord from the Dead, Rom. iv. 24. we 
are perſuaded our Faith will be imputed to 
us for Righteouſneſs: And therefore being 
juſtified by Faith, ue bave Peace with God, 
through our. Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom. v. 1. 

But as Abrabam was not juſtified by Faith 

without Works, ſo neither let us imagine, 
that our Belief and Perſuaſion, that we 


ſhall 
be 
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be juſtified through Faith in brit, will be Sz * 


þ ſufficient Reaſon. for our 


ore God, unleſs we perform the ather . 


dition of our Salvation, a fincere Obedience 
908 righteous Laws. But if we will ſin- 
cerely and earneſtly endeayour to obey his 
Will, it is a Condition of qur Salvation, that 
we believe, God will be faithful in his Nror 
miſes, and conſequently that we ſhall cer- 
tainly be fayed through Chriſt, however de- 
ficient, our Obedience may be. For then 
the ©. Rightcouſneſs of Chriſt will. be 
imputed to. us, and we ſhall be eſteemed 
and treated by God, as if we. were truly 
righteous « ourſelves. For this Reaſon Chriſt 
is called the Lord. our Righteouſneſs, by the 
Prophet . Jeremiah, xxiii. 6. For Chriſt 5s 
the End of the Law. for. Righteouſneſs to 
every one that believeth, faith St. Paul, Rom. 
x. 4. And again, Bur of bim are ye in 
Chriſt Jeſus, bo of God is made to us Wiſ- 
dom and Righteo uſneſe, San#tification and 
Redemption, 1 Cor. 1. 30. 

But Chriſt hath not only reconciled. us to 
God, by giving himſelf a Sacrifice, far our 
+234 and by fulfilling all Rigbreouſneſe for 
us, while he lived here on Earth; but 
when 
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the therefore, Br ethren, Bo 175 


er Into the boliet by the BB 0 
. X. 19 . Through him we have an 
1 7 one” 72 unto the Father, Ep ph. it i. 46 
ave an Advocate with 16 Father, 
lic 227 the Highteols, . who fy continu ally 
at bis Right hand, ready to reſent our Pe- 
Titions 1 Bim, and to ple bis own Merits 
In oor Bebalf. And what a Comfort and 
Happ inefs is this, to have in Heaven ſuch 
A- Mediator abit Hoot ats between God and 
vs; who' hath given himſclF- Ranſom for 
us, that he might reconcile us to God, and 
intetcedé with his Father for us, to admit 
us into his Preſence, to receive our Prayers, 
accept ur Oblations, and in the End re- 
| ward: our weak and "imperfect Services with 
nally Life 


Of tbe Mediation of Chriſt. 
Life eternal, with Foy unſhgetable, and full Se x M. 
of Glory? 1 Pet. . 8. through the Merits X. 
and Mediation of the ſame Jeſus Chriſt our vo 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour, e 3 

To whom with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Ho- 
nour, Power, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, Do- 
minion and Adoration, now, benct{erth, ans 
for em Amen, iQ 
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Words to Chriſt and his Kingdom hath un- 
doubtedly confuted their Opinion, who un- 
ger ca this} hole Braun of SflaorCind 
his Nuptials with the King of Egypt” s 
Daughter; and by Conſequence we have 
A bf F RI; hab 
and his everlaſting Kingdom of Righteouſneſs. 
In ſpeaking to the !'Wotds of my Text, I 
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© 1 tall p mona that it was Gods ort. 
ginal Defign- and Intention from the Begin- 
ning to ſet up Kigdem of everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs; and to commit the Govern- 
ment of this Kingdom into the Handi of his 
1 3 4D Son Chriſt Jeſus aur Tard. 7 
In the Beginning it pleaſed God to make 
an innumerable Muititude and a yalt Variety 
of Creatures, and: to endue. them all ſeve- 
rally with their proper Natures and Capes - 
cities; each Species and Kind with their: pe- 
culiar and diſtinct Qyalities| and. Proper- 
f ies. 4 Dun. 
But from the Nature and Endowments 
of the ſeveral Creatures in the World, we 
may be able to diſeoyer the End and 22 
of God in the Creation; and particularly 
from the Powers and Faculties of Man, 
from his rational Nature and moral Senſe, 
from his: AfeFions, Defires, and Appetites, 
and from the Formation and Contri vance of 
the different Parts and Organs of his Body, 
Q we 
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Econſtirzug on hüm eh eee lenkt Gipurirics 
and il, aud te proper Gt und Ab 
Plication Man is obliged to make of them. 
Eſpecially were we endowed with Reaſon and 
aan atid a moral Sthſo;"abd with 
Zitberty of Will, that wu might perceive the 
Ren difeetti their 
Difftrencs, and approve their Exrevlene * u 
aud act acbordmgiy; bat = 
we might come to the Nuοirage 

anch ef bur Duty towards him, it lich 
confiſth the Dignity OY nn of ditr 
Nath aber any of the Crrati?ts in this 
- viſible World. For there is to other Cree 
tune heft below, beſides ourſelves; that dif- 
covers the leaſt Notion or Apprebepfors of a 


— 
Now from hence it is manifeſt, that 804 
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vhechent to hink and give 
Neun chee,  Honout and al bir 
Aua from hene de appears, 
h tem the! 3 to 
we'd ngen of rriigine' Sibjete, who 

mould freety and out of Chrict render unto 
nim their «2/0 bir\Stavice, for which E 


dued With the Power of Free: Agency, + 
Truih and Righteodfneſs ate the Priniet 
ples and Fonndation'of all Rate and Govern» 
went; muthe' Defence and Eſtabliſnment of 
whith confiſts che proper Uſe and. Exerciſe 
of all Hurboricy and Power and to promote 
Which .is the End and Deſgn of all! Lum, 
betH' divine and bun. It was therefore 
God's gin > Intention in the Creation of 
this World at /, and his conſtant; and ob- 
tinual Preſervation and Government" of it 
ever fince to erect a Kingdom of everlaſting 
Truth and Righteduſtic %, in Defence and 
Bupport of which all His Diſpenſations and 
Providences have for ever terminated t But 
moſt eſpecially for this End was the Re- 
demption of the World undertaken by our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, And'God 
in the Palnft.of Tim? ſent his only begotten: 
Q 2 don 


they vr Made rational Creatures, and * 


XI. 


. f the. Kingdom of Chrip. 
"anne. Son into the World to: deliver us out of the 
XI. Hands of out Enemies, to erect a. Kingdom 


"of Truth and Righteouſneſs-/upon Earth, in 
 Ofpgfttion to the Devil's Kingdom of Wic- 
 ktdneſi®and Darkneſs, and 10 put down all 
Rule and all Autbority and Power. Fur be 
muſt reign till be hath" put all Enemies under 
bes 'Fee?, 1 Cor. xv. 24, 25, For this Pur- 
poſe our bleſſed Saviour was made Man to 
take away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, 
and that we might be no longer under the 
Power of the Devil ; but being made free 
from Sin, we might be the Children of God, 
and Heirs of his Kingdom prepared for us 
from the Foundation of the World, Mart. 
xv. 34. He tbat commitieth Sin, faith St. 
Jon, 1 Ep. ii. 8. i of. tbe Devil, for the 
Devil. finneth from tbe Beginning. Fr this 
Purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted; that 
he "might deſiroy' the Works of the, Devil. 
Io this End the Angel aſſures the. bleſſed 
Virgin, Thou ſhalt, bring forth, a. Son, and 
halt call bis Name Jeſus : He ſball be great, 
2nd ſhall be, called the Son of the Higheſt, 
| aid the: Lard God ſhall give unto bim the 
Throne f bis Father David, and he ſpall 
reign over the Houſe of Jacob for ever, and 
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of his Kingdom there ſhall be no. End, LukeSs nu. 
i. 31, 32, 33. Thus Zacharias filled with XI. 
the Holy Ghoſt, propheſied, ſaying, Ble hed 


be the Lord God of Iſrael, for be hath viſited 
and redeemed his People. But what doth he 
make the End and Deſign of our Redemp- 
tion to be? viz, This, that we being de- 
| livered out of the Hands of our Enemies, 
might ſerve him without Fear, in Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs before him all the Days of © 
our Life, Luke i. 67, 68, 74, 75. which 
Redemption God had promiſed afore by the 
Mouth of bis holy Prophets, which have been 
fince the World began, ver. 70. and this was 
his eternal Purpoſe, whith be purpoſed in 
Chrift Jeſus our Lord, Eph. iii. 1 1. 
So that the Defign of our Redemption 
was projected and laid by God from Erer- 
nity, though in his wiſe Counſel he thought 
fit to defer the Execution of it, till the Ful- 
neſs of Time was come; and then to permit 
the Scribes and Phariſees 1 do whatſorv.'y 
bis Hand and his Counſel bad determined be- 
fore to be done, Acts iv. 28, Accordingly St. 
Peter thus addrefles the Jews, 27 Men of 
Iſrael, hear theſe Wards, Teſus of Nazareth, 
a Man afproved of God among you by Mi- 


Q3 racles 


ue $i * of Cloth. 


© 5 * onders and Signs, which Of 


EXD alſo know ; bim being delivered by 


4d by lam in the e of. you, as ye 105 
7 
terminate Counſel and Fareknowledge of God, 
ye have taken and 5 wicked Hands beve eru- 
cified and Pain, Acts ii. » 23+, Him, faith 
the ſame Apoſtle, bath. od raiſed up, and 
exalted with his Rig gb hand to be a Prince 
and @ Saviour for to. give Repentance to 1/- 
rael and Remiſion of Fo ns, Acts v. 31. And 
therefore our bleſſed Saviour and Jon the 
Baptiſt, his Harbinger, begin their Preach» 
ing with Repentance, Repent, for the King- 
155 of Heaven it at hand, Matt. iii. 2, 4, 
Which Kingdom of Heaven Chriſt 
| 4 to erect in Oppoſition to the Kingdom 
of the Devil; Having ſpoiled Principalities, 
and Powers, and the Ruler, of. the Dartneſs 
of this World, Eph. vi. 12. Col. ii. 15. 

And agreeably hereunto the Prophets give 
him this Character, the Prince of. Peace, 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs, whoſe Dominion 
is an everlaſting Dominion, which ſhall not 
paſs cy, and bis Kingdom ſhall not be de- 
Proyed, And Damel, when he fixes and 
determines the Time, when the M. ab, the 
Prince ſhould appear, makes the Deſign and 


Intent 


* 
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ing in of everlaſting Righteoufneſs, Dani ix. XI. 


24. This is the euer/afing 'Govenant st. 


euerlaſling Goſpel, Which the Augyl in the 
Revelation Was to Preach to them; that 
dwell on the Earth, Rev. xiv. 6. From 
the Beginning of Prophecy this Ning dam of 
Chriſt hath been predicted, and was in a 
Figure promiſed to our firſt Parents imme- 
diately after the Fall, Gen. iii. 15. And 
we are expreſly told in the Revelation, that 
the Teſtimony of Feſus is the Spirit of Pro- 
Pbecy, Rev. xix. 10. Thus God to declare 
the Dignity, Pre-eminence, and Majeſty of 
Chryft above the Angeli, Unto the Son be 
faith, in my Text and the Words following, 
Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and euer; 
4 Sceptre of Righteouſneſs is the Sceptre of 
thy Kingdom : Thou haſt loved Righteouſneſs 
and bated Iniguity, therefore God, even thy 
God, hath anointed thee with the Oil of Glau- 
neſs above thy Fellows. Which Words we 
read in the 45th Pſalm, ver. 6, 7, and are 
thus explained in the 93d Pſalm, ver. 2. 
"Thy Throne is eſtabliſhed of ad: Thou art 
Jrom everlaſting, From which laſt Words 
we 


23 / he Kingdom of Chrift. 
Sn. we may infer, that "Chriſt's Kingdom was 
XI "eſtabliſhed" from the Beginning. And this 
eee with che Deſcription we read of 
—— in the Book of Proverbs, viii. 22, 
23. For by Wifdom there we are to un- 
derſtand Chriſt,” whom St. Paul calls the 
«Wiſdom of God 80 that we may conclude 
from hence, that Chriſt's Kingdom com- 
menced before the Foundation of the 

" WOO 3 
And we meet with in the Prophets the 
Henn and higheſt Characters given of 
Chriſt, and the moſt magnificent Deſcrip- 
tions of his Kingdem. * 1 ſhall mention only 
that moſt famous Prophecy of 1/azab ix. 6, 
7. in which our blefſed Saviour is intro- 
"duced into the World in this lofty Stile and 
Language ; Unto us @ Child is born, unto us 
a Sen is given; and the Government ſhall be 
upon his Shoulder; and his Name ſhall be 
called Wonderful, Counſellor , the mighty God, 
z the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace, 
| Of the Increaſe of bis Government and Peace 
there © ſhall be no End, upon the Throne of 
© David and upon his Kingdom, to order it, 
and to eftabliſh'it with Judgment and with 
Juli ce from N even for ever. What 
Words 
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Words can we conceive more ſublime - and x RA. 
more amply deſcribing the Dignity and Ex- XI. 
cellence and A of _ „ and 1 5 
Kingdom ? 
II. I ſhall now -ecebel to ſet forth and 
| illuſtrate the Dignity and Excellence of this 
. admirable Intention and Defign of God from 
the Beginning to ſet up a Kingdom of ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, and to commit the G- 
vernment of this Kingdom into the Hands 

of his only begotten Son, - Feſus Chri * our 
Lord. 

That we may truly dndlavfiand the Gand. 
neſs and Excellence of any Defign and Under- 
taking, it is neceſſary that we have a true 
Notion and form a right Judgrient of om 
is good and excellent, 

The great Rule of all Vertue is the Na- 
ture and Reaſon of Perſons and Things, 
which is the Meaſure and Standard of all 
that is good and excellent to all rational Be- 
ings whatever in all their Intentions and 
Actions; and a Conformity of Practice to 
this Rule out of a Love to Truth and Righ- - 
teouſneſs is the true Notion and Definition 
of Refitude in general, and of all Treas 
5 Goodneſs and Excellence. 


But 


234 Of the Kingdaw of Cory. 

SER M. But Refitude or 4-fight Hractice in geno- 
X. Il may be different, either more or leſs ex- 
FY celent, according to the different Perſoys 


and Things, about which it is exerciſed. 
Thus when God ſet about the Creation of 
the World, he regulated and diſpoſed the 
material Parts of it into this beautiful Frame 
and. Conſtitution, which we now behold 
with Admiration and Delight, by making 
Badies and Syſems of Matter of various 
Magnitudes and Proportions, and ſettling 
certain Laus of Motion, whereby they con- 
ſtantly move and act upon one another. 
The inanimate Part of the Creation God 
directs and guides by fixt and ſettled Laus 
of Motion, which they neceſſarily keep and 
purſue. Irrational and brute Creatures are 
naturally moved and led by their ſeveral 
Appetites and Senſes. But intelligent, rati- 
onal, and free Agents are ruled and governed 
by moral Laus and Precepts, which they 
ought willingly and chearfully to obſerve 
and obey. . 
And as the Formation of Animals, with 
their ſenſitive Powers and Faculties, excels 
the Creation of bare Matter, or Matter only 
put into Motion, according to certain neceſ- 
op | fary 
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ary Laws and Direfjons ; ſo rational Being: SERM, 
endued with Reaſon and Ungerfanding and. AL 
Freedom of Will excel all theſe, 5 he 
Guidance and Gopernance af the ſeveral | 
Kings of Creatures in the World according 
to their different Natures, is proportionably 
more or leſs excellent, according to the 
ſeveral Per feftions and Properties of them. 

Therefore the Rule and Government of 
reaſonable Creatures in general, and of Man- 
kind in particular, by wiſe and good, juſt 
and righteous Lows is the ſupreme 
Jence : But ſuch is the mora/ Kingdom of 
God, a Kingdow of univerſal Righteare 
ne Ss, : 
<p extenſive Empire and Dowinian of 
A Kingdom, it's Duration and Stability, it's 
Proſperity, Peace and Security all contribute 
to advance the Grandeur and Majeſty of the 
Monarch that rules and governs it; but the 
trueſt and higheſt Praiſe and Glory of a 
Kingdom is the moſt perfect Righteouſneſs 
of it ; in which God's Kingdom as far excels 
all other Kingdoms, as it daes in Amplitude, 
Perpetuity and Tranguilii ß. 

And as God hath inſtituted Government, 
and given Power to Men to maintain Truth 


and 


125 the King os of Cri. 
ighteouſneſs, to Sa Peace and good 
6 and to execute Judgment and Juſtice 
Ned ol Earth, whic h if they do, they are 
truly God's Deputies, and therefore they are 
- In Scripture ſaid to be Gods, Pl. lxxxii. 6, 80 
Governors ought well to conſider wherein 
theit true Dignity and Excellence does con- 
fiſt; and when they make their own Glory 
the firſt and great Obje# of their Ambition, 
they ſhould always remember that God's 
Kingdom is a Kingdom of Righteouſneſs, and 
it's chief Glory is the Righteouſneſs of it 3 
and therefore a righteous Adminiſtration and 
Government, is' the beſt and faireſt, the 
neareſt Image and e, of God's 
| Kingdom. 88 
And as the Rules and Laws, 8 and 
Judgments of God's Ningdom are the moſt 
reaſonable, beſt and wiſeſt we can conceive, 
a true Tranſcript and Copy of his rightequs 
pute and perfect Nature; fo likewiſe in 
themſelves they naturally tend to the Good 
and Benefit and higheſt Happineſs of all 
God's faithful and obedient Subjects. For 
as a righteous Practice is the great Law of 
God's Kingdom, eternal and unchangeable 3 
o in the Practice of Righteouſneſs the ſu- 
preme 
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preme Excellence and D ity, 2 dest 


Ble Neeb, of all 2 Being conſiſt 


F or, Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, Glory and\ 2 


Happingſi are connected and linked together, 
and depend upon one another z as Vileneſ5 
and. Miſery are the Effects and Conſequences 
of Sin and, Unrighteouſneſs to all rational 
Beings whatſoever. For, the, Happineſs or 
Miſery of any Being is placed in the Perfec- 
tion or Inperfection of it? Nature; but 
Righteouſneſs. is the Perfection of a rational 
Nature, and Unrighteouſneſi It's W 
tien. at 

And herein appears the Excellency _ 
Glory, of God's, Kingdem, that his Dignity 
| and, Majeſty and the Good and Happineſs, of 
all ; his faithful and obedient Subjetts are 
wiſely conſulted and promoted at one and 
the ſame Time in the Government and Ad. 
miniſtration of Rated 

And though ſome wicked Spirits refuſe 
to ſubmit to God's righteous Government, 
withdraw their Homage and Allegiance, 
and turn Traitors and Rebels, and thereby 
juſtly bring Miſery and Dętruction upon 
themſelves; it is to be conſidered, that this 
Miſery is the Conſequence of their own 
5 Un- 
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E: | Breofneſt” and Sin, 20 -— £0 
_ ERR” of their Abt of che row” Agen. 


went with for thett Happineſs; Bor which 


they vitally pet vert t6 their owt Tarte: 

010 fis free From the 
* 2 Ar which OW 

10 15 We th of put BY Pd Oi 
kd. 2 =O oa Fg yas lo void 
ut Goc as ie Hghte6us" Odhertive" of 


the Ohilverts, 1059, r 17 puftr Eyvi hun to 
Sabel Evil, and bs York bin Rp, 
Habak. i. 13. He cannot ſuffer in 7 12 5 
Ahn the Bolt 4 Pigraririte of 

plow Credtarts With" Lapdalh, But” i = 
Foked to inhiet fa" wee en n thbttt, 
as their Cinel delerve. Ae He does | 
to manifeſt and declare — — and 
Parity of His Narure, ant Yao and 
Juſtice of his Government, und that his 
good *Subjets may Dave always an Example 
of his Anger and Indignation© AUR Tit 
erf to deter tem from: all EU 

But fome of Obs Creatures may be 16h 
nnd thin others, and upon "that Ae 
edunt may be*OVj2#5* of his Hit and Com- 
* and have Space and Time given 


* them 


ER 2 — — 
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them. te repent of their evil Dings, and to 


return to their Duty; aud therefore God 


2 ffeſſ Opportunity and Trat of treit Ohe 
diner for the future, and Reteby ſuew His 
Patients au. Fiirbearance, arid Clem 
"his Goodneſs” uti Lobe and Mercy to wart 
them. Thu God" illuſtrates and difplays 
his moſt enckllent and adorable MF FBU4r? 
and Perfeckions in the righteditg Rule of H 
Kingdom bet all. 9 210M! off) 5 
le may be thought prefufnmptubus to A 
tm that God miglit have ſflewn Mer ch 50 
the” Ponitent” im whit Pay and Method He 
plealed, confiſteht with His Rightebuſii 
and Hobinefs,” which he ways teſpects aid 
regards as the Rule and Meaſure of Scrion 
in all his Diſpenſations. But that Method 
of diſpenſing his Grace add Kees Gol fach 
been pleaſed to chuſe, which moſt exalts 
the perfect Necrirude of his divine Nature, 
and appears to us the moſt excellent. For 


it is impoſſible for us to conceive any Yay, 


of pardoning Sinners more compatible with 
God's Righteouſneſs, and more conducive to 
advance the Honour and Glory of his infinite 
Majeſty, than the Method he hath taken in 

| the 


my reſpite their Puni/Shcht;and give them 
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24% f cbe; Kingdom "of Grin. 
Sant. the e W dnnNr a 
XI. ebe Jefup Cari, noch c g. 


Chrift: i is fo ho; 209 and. dini that 
4 the Angels are ſuid to defre: to lool into it, 
1, Pet. i. 12; And though it ſurpaſſes. our 
Voderſtanding fully. 70 vomprehend it, yet 
St. Paul counted all Things but Loſs for the 
Excellency of the, Knowledge of Jeſus c 
ee, Philipp. ili. 8. 1:51 W 12; 
And the more we ſtudy and nen 
this great Myſery of Codlineſi, the more 
Regfen we ſhall haye to praiſe and magnify, 
- admire and adore. the inſcrutable Wiſdom. of 
God in the Accompliſbment- of it, and to 
dleſs his holy Name FE his infinite e 
8 us exhibited in it. bh 


Wow therefore to the * * in- 
mortal, inv ble, the andy wiſe God, be Honour 
ond Gery for ever. and ever, Amen. | 


s #Þ Sw# of + _ 


1 E 20 SE: 30 


- 
* — * \ * f = 14 
- | 8 4 1 * 4 \ 110 : Lf 
N . : * 0 > 
by ;, 
| | 8 E R 
1 5 * 
* 0 * x » ” k G Tk. : ry - 0 =, 
—_— : ABT ESL ; 1 | - 
* 
. 1 8 * * 
— » 4 
, 4 * F 
«4 «. 6 [ 


8 * 
Pte, wo LA IS on Nan 22k 


S ER M. N Xt 


S 
* h l een rt” wid vo Vn dne 
IT * op 7, 
Off che Petpetuity of C 
net WT BE w 24. 1 Bead 
een It 3 s Yo BY Ae 


wit tw RIAA Ao ne 
nnn 


woe W5 II ct. jv Wh SW aa ll 
edit Luk R. 3 * W355 
in N 972 5 0 ”z 

N N 0 Bete ee hall 1 Ip "ha ; 

10 Ind Wers 1005 "Em | SN Ike eat 

N een Wl eee een ee 
= N 74 N.. theſe Words we. hivenagenm. 

th go vety phin-atd expres; Declan XII. 

; ien /ofithe Duration gn 
Pesrpetuity of Chriſt's, Ringe 
— dom, of which wer read very. 
full ant — Deſcriptions in the 
Bebe, the Old. Tefamemr. Thus 
= Tſaiah 


Sant. | a, 1 ba 6, 7 Unt as Bee el 
XII. Gen '3r given and the O et all be 
Ve fon. bi; "Shoulder | ant bt Name fhall be 
called onder ful, 225 , the mighty 004, 
the cverlaſling Father, the Prince of Pence. 
4 Of. N e Grogrnmant and Peace 
| e Nall . „ en f Throne of 
WR and upon bis Kingdom, to order it, 
and. to eſtabliſh it with Judgment and wi 0 
re yon henceforth%even for er! IH 
Daniel vii. 13, 14. Ju in the Night- 
font, and bebold one like the Son of: Man, 
came with the Clouds of Heavin, and tame 
| to the © Ancient" of Days, "and" ty brought 
| | - bim near before bim, and there was given 
bim Dominion and Glory, and a Kingdom, 
pu @N People, Nations and Languages ſhould 
erve 


= — — 2 — = = 
— — — 
. * 


im: H Dominion if an everlofling 
| Dominion, ubicb. ai hot paſt away, and bis 
| Kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed. 
And thus in the New Teflamenty Hb. l, 8. 
1 we meet with the Words o e | 45th 
— ken, ver. 6. applied 10 Cr B 1e 
the Son be fd Thy Thos 0 64 2 
cer and ,, Io wo l 
But it muſt — that St · 


CREE of the Nh reWion, 1 Cor · 
& 4 | xy' 


of Chriſt's > Kingdom. 
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xv. 2428. ſays in expreft Word; 0 4 


rometh: the End, when'"bt, that #1 , X 
a have delivered up the Kingdom 1 God, 
even-the | Father 1 uben be ba baue put 
down all: Ruie, and all Authbpity an Power. 
For be muſt reign till he buth put all Enemies 
under - bis "We The \laft » Enemy, that ſhall 
be. deſtroyed is. Death; Fur be bath put all 
Things under bis Feet, But when be ſaith 
all Things are put under bim, it is manife a 
that 1 W pred, which did put all 

ander bim. And when all Tbingt fall k 
fubdued anto bim, rhen ſhall the Son'alfo bin- 
fach ba" ſubject 
all Things under him, that God may be ali in 
all  Fuom thieſs Expreſſion: it is plain, that 
a'certaih/finite Period is fixt to the Duration 


End; ſays the great Apoſtle, wen be ſhall 
2 m the n WO even 
tbe Futherr. 


But if it can be proved, p — Chiles 
Kingdom; and God's Kingdom, or the King- 


dom of Heaven, is one and the fame: King- 
dom, and differs only in the Adminiſtration 


and Government of it, either by God origi- 
* or 1 Cbriſt according to God's A 


R 2 pointment, 


40% unto him, that put al 


of Chriſt's - Kingdom : Then cometh the 


* 1 
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Sex i geburt, ir will be uhdeniable,-that: this 
| Mil. Kingdom will have de Eud, but Wil be 
| glernai, As. God. himGlf. (is efbrnal, though 
the ddminiflrction of it. by Ghryf ſhall ceaſe, 
ee Tg Hull lle ſubdutd ante bm; 
then call le deliver up 'the Kingdom r God, 
vue 142 Father. 5. and t ben ſball the: on 4405 
Kantel, Be Jubjeft unte lim, hat: nuf all 
Minas under lun, that God. may be all in 
We 15 AL 6 een ee e e Þ Vos 
Now that the Kingdom of Hauen and 
tho Loa of Cod is one: and tte fame. 
8 
0 1 tt. Id 7%. Repents For. 
the: Kingdom. of. Heaven is 4 hand; ane Mus 
peraphraſed.:by St. Mark in 18. The Ti- 
15 Sul 4nd th Kingdom. of God: i at 
nd ; repent ye andbdieve tbe Goſppli From. 
which. two Por tipnt of Scripture at mani- 
feſtly appears, that the Kingdom of Heaven 
and the Kingdom of God mean the ſume 
Kingdom. 1 night produee mary other 
Texts of Scripture to proue this, but as it 
is not denied by apy, Iathink it ness. 
I ſpall therefore in the next Hdce goon 
to ꝓrove, that the Kingdom of the S bf 
Man, or rent Chriſt. is the ſame with the 


de 1 +» Kingdom 


of brit "Kingdom. 

Kingdom of God. In St. Matthew we read, 8 
xv. 28. Vrihy 1 ſay unte you, "there" Whine" XV 

ſanding bere «which ſbalſ not taſte of Deity, 

till they ſee tbe Son , Man coming Tr hi 
Kingdom. St. Mark expteſſes it thus, *. 
rtly Iſay unto you,” that there be Vr them 
that fland” here, ubieb ſhall” not raſie. of 
Death,\rill' they "have ſeen the Ringdem of 
God come with Power; which St. Lute thus 
renders, Bur I tell you of a Truth, there be 
ſeme ſlanding here, which: ſhall" noi , 
Death," till they ſee the Kingdom of "God, 1 Ix. 

27. By comparing theſe patallel'Pexrs to- 


- a: 


WM 
x} * * 


gether we plainly ſee, that the Kingdom of 
the Son of Man, ſpoken of by St. Mattherr, 
is termed! the Kingdom ey God by t. Mark 


and St. Luke, \ \ 

Thus it appears that the Kingdom of the 
Sen of Man, or of Cbriſt, and the King- 
dom of Heaven, or the Kingdom of God, 


is but ane and the ſame Kingdom, at the 


ſame Time it is adminiſtered by urig; and 


conſequently that this Kingdom 1 18 eternal, 6 
and ſhall have no End, as it is God's; Bat 
as: it is committed by kim unte Chriſt, it 
ſhall continue till the End cometh, and the 


Concluſion and Conſummation of all Ages, 
15510 R 3 H.. 
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85 Nl. Pſ. cxlv, 13. Dar. is. 27. And this is 
WM agreeable_to what our bleſſed Saviour ſays 
to his Diſciples, 1 appoint unto you a King- 
dum, 5, my, Father bath appginted unte me, 
Luke XXUL. 29. 

As this Kingdom, when conſidered _ 
Chriſt's Admimſtration and Government will 
be delivered up to God, even the Father; 

| when the, End cometh, and then will con- 
tinue to be God's for ever and ever; fo this 
Kingdom of Chriſt, or the Meſfas, had a 
Beginning | here on Earth. When Jobn the 
Baptiſl came preaching, he exborts the 
People to Repentance in theſe Words, Re- 
pent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, 
Matt. iii. 2. And our bleſſed Saviour thus 
began his Preaching, Repent for the Kings *}* 
dom. of Heaven ig at hand, Matt. iv. 17. 
And this Kingdom was Chrift's Kingdom, 
as we have already proved; it is manifeſt 
therefore from. theſe Texts it was at that 
Time drawing near. But ſoon after Chriſt's 
RefurreBion, Chriſt came and ſpake unto 
his Diſciples, ſaying, All Power is given 
unto me in Heaven and in Earth, Matt. 
- Xxvlii. 18. At which Time the Kingdom 
& Chr ff was — declared to be now 
erected 


of Chrif:s Kingdom. 
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ereRed and eſtabliſhed here on Earth ; and 5 i 


it is the ſame with his Church, with which 
he hath promiſed 70,44 alan, even t0 the” 
End of Fs World, Matt. XXvill, 20. 

Upon Chriſt's Exaltation therefore at 
God's Right-hand in Heaven, St. Peter 
lets all the Houſe of Iſrael know afſuredly, 
that God hath made that fame | feſus, whom 
ye have crucified, | both Lord and Cbriſt, 
Acts ii, 36. Him ſaith Paul, God raiſed 
from the >" and ſet him at bis own Right- 
hand in the heavenly Places, far above all 
Principality and Power, and Might, and 
Dominion, and every Name, that 1s named, 
not only in this World, but alſo in that which 
7s to come; Eph. i. 20, 21. 

The Eſtabliſhmeat therefore of Chri $ 
Kingdom here on... Earth, is to be dated 
from his Aſcenſion into Heaven, and bis Ex- 
altation there at the Right - hand of Geg. 
But though at that Time Cbriſi was inaugu- 
rated and publickly authorized to reign jn 
his Father's Kingdom, yet the Defign of 


making him a King was predetermined in 


the Foreknowledge and Counſel of God from 
Ei ernity; and conſequently the Redemption 
of Mankind by the Death and T of 
R 4 our 


1 


248 05. ee | bu 7 * 
85 RM.our Lord fin Chrifh,was the eternal Pi "CY bs 
CJ paſt of God, Eph. nis 1.44: F 9806! 9 16 7 8 2 

Thus God is faid by S. Pau to baus faved 
us, and@6alled' in with an \boly' Calling, not 
 actording to our Warks, but according to his 
on Purpoſe" and Grgze, ulucb mas given us 
in Chi Feſus, e rhe "World bigan, 2 
Tim. i. 9. And thus according to St. Peter 
4 I Ep. 1. 19. was the Morld 8 
the precious Blood , Cbriſi, as of 4 Lamb 
- without” Blemiſh and without Spot; bo be- 
 rily was foreordained before the Foundation 
of the World, but uus manifeſt in theſe laſt 
« Times for you, So that the Salvation of Man- 
kind by Chriſt was a Work deſigned by God 
before the World began, and predetermined 
to be put in Execution by him in the Ful- 
"neſs of Time, We being predeſtinated accor- 
ding ſo be Purpoſe of him, who worketh all 
* Things after the Counſel of his own Will, that 
we ſhould be to the Praiſe of bis Glory, Eph. 
x 11. Fot though according to our Meaſure 
and Computation of Time there are different 
'* Periods and Intervals of it, and they appear 
"to our” Conception, ſome ftrrter, ſome 
ber, yet in the*Foreknowledge of God all 
Ine, poſt, preſent, and future, is the ſame. 
TY ia But 


t God in his —— — take $6 8-44, 
Time i in the executing.and perſecting of this 4 
Deiigns and: Works, that we may obſerve 
and admixe the Prudenus and Counſel: of all 
his Diſpenſalionts, and adore him in the 
Diſplay of his divine Bxcellenties and Pere 
Fectians. For according to St. Paul, Ibè in- 
viſibie Things: of God from the Creation of 
' the World, are clearly ſcen, being under fiobl 
y the Things that are mai, even' bis eter+- 
nal Power: and Gidbead; Rom. 1. 20. But 
Gad vas pleaſed to inveſt his efernal Son 
with the Power of Creation. For St. Jobs 
ſaith, In the Beginning was the Word; and 
tbe Word was with God, and the Word: was 
God. be ſame was in the Beginning with 
Gad. All Things were made iy bim, and 
"without bim de not any N ih made, \ that 
dr r John i. 1, 2, . 
There is no Power but of God, faith St. 
"Poul Rom. i, 13. All Power and Autho- 
rity, Dominion and Rule originally belong 
only to God; and whatever other Being 
poſſeſſes and enjoys them in anꝝ Meaſure or 
Degree, they are the Gift of God, derived 
and communicated: according to his good 
Will and Pleaſure. When thereſore C 
't was 
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$ERM. was pleaſed to erect a. Kingdom, and to 
XII. conſtitute Chriſt a King 3 though he com- 
wv mitted. into Gbri/t's, Hands the Adminiſtra- 


tion and Government of this Kingdom, and 
gave him all Power! both in Heaven and 
Earth, yet this Power ſtill remains in God, 
and the Ri Right of Adminiſtration is primarily 
his, and Cbriſt his Sub/fitute and Vicegerent. 
We have a remarkable Reſemblance and 
| Repreſentation of this in Foſepb's Advance- 
ment by Pharaoh in the Kingdom of Egypr. 
Pharaoh's Words to. Foſeph, when he pro- 
moted him to be Ruler over his People are a 
lively Image of God's Conſtitution of Cbriſt 
to be the Head over all Things to the Church, 
Eph. i. 22. Than ſbalt be over my Houſe, 
faith "Pharaoh to Foſeph, and according to 
thy Word ſhall all my People be ruled; only in 
the Throne will I. be greater than thou. And 
Pharaoh \took off the Ring from his Hand, 
and put it upon Foſepb's Hand, and arrayed 
him with Veſtures of fine Linen, and put a 
gold Chain about bis Neck ; and be made him 
to ride in the ſecond Chariot which be had, 
and they cried before bim, Bow the Knee 
and be made him Ruler over all the Land of 
Ext, Gen. xli. 40, 42, 43. Thus Joſeph 
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in his Proſperity moſt eminently reſembled 8E Ui. 
Chriſt in his Exaltation, as before in his AA. XII. 
derfly be was ike Chrilt in tis Eu Heft, ds 
And not only in like Perſons i is Chr i/t repte. 
ſented in holy Scripture as a King over his 
Church and People, but he is predicted and 
prophefied of therein, as advanced by Gol 
in Power and Dignity and regal Aurbor#ty, 
and having all his Eremtet ſubdued u 
him. Thus doth David in Spirit call him 
Lord, faying, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit 
thou" on my Right-hand till I make thin Ene- 
niet thy Foorſtool, Matt. xxit. 44. Thus 
we read i in 7 eremiah, Behold the Days ' Comte 
fai th the Lord, that 1 will raiſe unto David 
4 righteous Braneb, and a King ſhall Falgn 
and proſper, and ſpall execure Judgment and 
Juſtice in the Earth, Jer. xiii. 5. And in 
St. Luke the Angelaffares the bleſſed Vn gin, | 
that her Son ſhall be great, and ſhall bs called 
the. Son of the Higheſt, and "the Lord God 
ſhall give unto him the Throne of his Father 
David, and be ſhall rei over the "Houſe of 
Iſral for ever, Luke i. 32, 33. Aud ac- 
cordingly St, Peter and the other Apoſtles 
before the Council anſwer, Him, "that ts, 
Jou, hath God exalted to 3e 4 Price and 
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and Prophaneneſs, of the moſt abominable 
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of in Papen 


We Nnito give Napentunte unto I 
Mk rae! and Forgivene/s of Hint, Acts vi 31. 


» uberefore, to uſe the Words of St. Poul, 
Ged ,olfo bath highly exalted bin, and given 
| him a Name which 48 above every Name, that 
at the Name of Feſus every Knee ſbould both, 
ef Things in Heaven, and Things in Earth; 
and Things under; the Earth”, and that every 
Tongue. ſhould confeſig! that Jeſus Chriſt is 


Tord to the fry of. Ged * Bother Eu 


It, 9, 10. 
And as Chriſt $ Man wad Earth: con- 


ſpieuouſiy commenced upon his Aſcenſſon 


and Exaltation; fo will it continue 7i/] be 
ſhall have put bow all Rule, and all Au- 
tberiſy and Peer... For be muſt reign till 
be bath. put all on water bis Feet, 1 
Cor. , e f At 

Cbriſt: Enemies are the. Devil, IF his 


Accomplices, wicked Angeli, and wicked 


Men, who oppoſe Chriſt $ Kingdom of Righ- 
teouſneſs, defame his true Religion, and en- 
deavour to obſtruct and defeat the Propaga- 
tion and Eſtabliſhment of it in the World, 
that they may im its Room erect a Kingdom 
of Wickedneſs and Darkneſs, of Im piety 


Vices 


CHN Kongo). 
Vices and al Iniquity. But Chi Was this N 
mfeſted, in the Words of gt. br, 75 lte. 


\ 


He Devi ger abe Bron mins, um tk 

Beginning. For this Plrpofe che Sir of G8 
wer manifeper, vb, be hight dere 66 
WorkÞvf the Devil," Johtn' W. ede as 
Ad Berein Cr Fulfiicy Tat renfelk⸗ 
able Pxupbety 1 2 


deter minedii pam 1b 5 th 


toly Yo fnt/f rde 
2 a 720 make Recs it 


ante an End 2 
 Cilaribit fe. Thiguity "and 8 Mg zn ley 
laſling Rig bt aan #A i < 4 72 
and Proßbety, 20 ed 
Dan. i 2g. 2:12 aA 3 — 2 
Nor though the Werl fill Beth in WIe 
ledgeſs, and everläſting Kixbrtrouffteſs duly 
not prevaiÞ im it]. yet e Bede it Wilk ut 
laſt, when the Kingdbii of #64" World ths 
brednit” the Kingdom of oli" Lord,” und "of 
biz Cr hd, and be ſhall rin Nr eur ind 
aver, Rey, i, 4. 541 2 n, (cid 
From win Rath bel and 
Gelve the Reafon, why CI N KU br 
Obrift's Church, is termed Go#'s Vrgdom in 
8 and upon what Actount, and In- 
9120 what 


away Sin, and be thut cummfttürb dyn 5s 72 
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£4 Of 468 Pirpituity: | 
Sage hn Rk it is ſo called. From the 4/2 

. Kaul Redtipude, of the Godbrad,it is man- 
| Ef 


that the: Kingdom of Oed always ge, 
ever will be a rigbteaus Kingdom; and 
ob Chriſt's, Fodthereſore ith reſpecz to 
aue ——— ſame Kingdoms: tal The ſaus S 
e Ry — of 4 V 


1. Kingdow ars libe- 
| VA alſad . wey be juſtly 
3 termed the ſame. And the ſame Advetſat ies 
ang, Enemies, ul., tho Devil and wicked 
Spirits both i and Men, tebel againſt 
Ce and Cid. from the ſame. evil Prin- 
len the utter” Hatred. and Abhorrence-of 
ey ape righteous, Kingdom. x urther the, 
in Lis Kingdom © given. bim of God, and 
ard de be God, as otigi- 
5 rignng bo Gaſs, che Kingdon lt an 
| prpaily be called . 0 The N 
[| mw 


ge 


Baut if we Gonfides the Godhead 6f (B- 
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of my Kingdom. 258 

Theſe ate ſome of the. ms n 
Wakes of GD and of e be pat XII | 
in Seripture for one anbther :. Ns 


in which” Reſpect he is equal to the Furber; 
and one and the ſume with him, of e ul 
Ghry, and Majefly cobeternal, iti ig Molt | 


evident that the Kingdom ef bech mit be 


one und the fame' erennint Ringdm And by 
thus'confidering Chi Ohubed che high 
and lofty Expreſſions concerning him; and 
the Titles and Character gioen him in Serip- 
ture, Which are the ſame that are aſcribed 
to Cod himſelf," are truly explained land ac 
counted for. TRus in che famous Prophecy” 
of 'Tſaiab, ix. 6. we eaſily underſtand in 


what Senſe Chr heir Numb foull he called Mon- 


7 'Ovhſellour pie mighty God, the eber. 
Frrber; the pins of Peace.c And ' 
Re pn 8 h Kilo Uh Monde ht 
dente the Porperwety of Lis Kingdom, 
Of ' the" Increaſt of bis. Government and Pace 
there ſtull he no End. So what tlie Ffalmiſ 
and the Author of the Epiſtle to the He. 
brews ſpeale of. Chriſt, H/. kv. 6. MahidB. 
is plain Anck Obwious, if 'confidered with RE. 
bee to i his Gulbead, Unto- ibe Son le 
is. OY, 


256 Of 71 Nerpetuity C 
|. part oafhmomnies God, it for Sur and 
JM. eber. In like Manner we read in Nesemiab 
Xii 5, 6. Beholdithe Days came, faith the 
Led, bat Till raiſe unto Dauid a ripb- 
| teous Branch, and à King. ſralk;rggn and 
- "Proffrris and, Iſtull enecute; 7 udgment and 


"Fuftce in the Barth., in hir Days Tudeb 


Hulle ſabad and: Agel ſhall: dwell. fafth. : 
ai, b Nami whereby ale ſhell he 
8 childs The. Rerd, or Jehovah, g reuding 9 
tuen Habfevvzi o. Righttufneſsi And ae- 
_ _carditigitto:i Danes «Prophety,. the Mie, 
thmfince is to brug iit cvetlaſting Rig hia- 
ochun Tln NH 2:51; hU in the Rer. 


- delten, Lion briterined The Aderleſing 


Geb e r i eee 


Welche uin Rreſcienen wd andy con- 
clacle, Mat id the Beginaing, before the 


Fqundatiot uf the World, it was Gd tert 
nau ur piſe dv erett a Ningdem of exerlaſt : 
inge Trüth ànd Righteonſneſol „ Terchis 

End i created rutiaia / eings, hoth An. 


geln nac Man bindr a8d endowed dem with 
Libertyof Wilk and e Power of chuſing or 


reſuſing Good or Evil; 4 molt'.execllent 


Gin and. Endowment, as it Is the Principle 
of all Vertue and 9 of all Duty 


1 and 
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of Chriſt's 8 Kingdom. 
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Source of all Glory a 55 
"was | p leaſed. to make us free Agents, tha 

we might be capable of chuling freely 
LORE to render unto hi him our 5 
Serdicc, Which at the ſar e Time is our 1 


Hebe Hoppineſs. ang 
Row 


9d intended and 


d u upon us gur, Free reer Tk of Will for 
our. and appineſs., * ut we 75 
diently and ungratefully abuſed this Power 
to the Diſhonour and Contempt of Gd, and 
to our own Deſtruction 3 and Mir This 
Abuſe af bis Favour and Goodneſs od fore- 


1280 


faw from the . Beginn Ming, and mercifully 
provided Remedy againſt. it, This he did in 


Happ ineſs to þ = 


his own good Time by ſending bis only be- 


gotten Son into the World to be the Bre opitia- 


tion for our Sins, 1 John iii. 10. whe gate 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 


all Iniquity, 'and purify unto himſelf a een 
liar People zealous of good Wark, Tit. tl. 14. 
And if we are careful to maintain g 


Works, Tit. ib 8. Cbriſt bath appointed unto 


us a Kingdom, as his Father hath appointed 
unto kim, Luke xxii. 29. And as Chriſt is 


1 8 


=... our 


| d Alle nce to the ſupreme Majeſty old an. 
Klare ven e 65pay it 55 the XII 
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58 N rte Per peiuith, dee. 
DIE but Head, 15 Will he take 7 1 4 
* Chatob, that, where be js, there ave mg 
"Fe al, Je. Ee ab tte 90 7 hn 
21 Headen, and i is 1 555 ſave 192 5 7 the 1 1 
| " Fer mot, that come i 1 0 by bin, ting 
1 en Thoeth 70. ma KF _—_— ” 7 5 
Heb. vil. 2 25.— A 1 And be hath th_ given us this 
Prodi, To. hi im that "EE ill 75 rant 
70 K ih me, in my 1 krone, "even 3 
bos tele, "and. am Jet ds own with m y, 5 er 
In bis ; Throne, Rev. fl. 21. as 5 
* Now to the bleſſed and 47) wall 
en of Kings,” and Lord of 154 1 
"only hath Immortality, dwelling. in the Light 
which no Man can approach unto, cbm Ho 
Man kath ſeen, nor Can fee, 10 bint & Honour 
ö and Power ee 1 Tim. vi. e 10. 


. + +" 4 N 41 Gin wy, 
"Amen 
& 2,1) woo J 1 


4 * 


